Preventable mortality and morbidity of children under 5 years of age as a human rights concern – 

Human Rights Council Resolution 24/11

Request for information
Contribution by Austria
In 2010 the Austrian Federal Ministry of Health initiated the “Child Health Dialogue“ with the aim to develop a strategy for the sustainable improvement of the health of all children and adolescents in Austria, involving experts from science, the practical field, politics and public administration (“Health in All Policies”).

The “Child and Youth Health Strategy” aims to

· Improve health equity

· Strengthen and maintain health resources

· Promote healthy development as early as possible

· Reduce health risks

· Raise awareness for “Health in All Policies”

The “Child and Youth Health Strategy” consists of a total of 20 goals organised into the five topic areas “social framework”, “a healthy start in life”, “healthy development of children and adolescents”, “health equity” and “optimisation of care in the health system”.

The “Child and Youth Health Strategy” intends to improve the health of all children and does not explicitly address children under 5 years of age.

Equal opportunities for socially disadvantaged children and for children and adolescents with health problems are particularly promoted in the topic area “health equity”. It is an overall goal of the strategy to reduce health inequality for those groups.

The process of implementation of the strategy’s recommendations and measures is continuously monitored by an intersectoral advisory board. Members of the advisory board include governmental institutions as well as non-governmental organisations.
A yearly update of the Child and Youth Health Strategy is published by the Ministry of Health. A coordination unit for child and adolescent health was established in the Ministry of Health.

