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PERMANENT MISSION OF THE REPUBLIC OF TURKEY 

TO THE UNTTED NATIONS OFFICE IN GENEVA 

2019/62441669/2403047 1 - URGENT 

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Turkey to the United Nations Office at Geneva 
and other international organizations in Switzerland presents its compliments to the Office of 
the High Commissioner for Human Rights and with reference to the letter from Ms. Maud de 
Boer-Buquicchio, Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children, including 
child prostitution, child pornography and other child sexual abuse material dated 26 
August 2019, regarding questionnaire on the sale and sexual exploitation of children, has the 
honour to enclose herewith information compiled by the relevant Turkish authorities. 

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Turkey avails itself of this opportunity to renew 
to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights the assurances of its highest 
consideration. 

Geneva, 16 October 2019 

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 
Special Procedures Branch 
Geneva 
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Subject Our Activities on Pt otcction of Children from Exploit'ition 

The services for children by the Ministry of Family, Labour and Social Services (MoFI. SS) are 

provided with the priority of family-oriented approach focusing on child's best interests The 

base of our protective services is to get children grow up within family unity and integrity. This 

option is not possible, children are benefited from foster family services; if family-oriented care 

services are unlikely to be provided, then children are taken under house-Like residential 

institutions If it is compulsory to take care of the institution It IS aimed to rcturn the children 

to their families aftci the ichabihtation proccss and iftliis is not possible, they will be placed 

in the child homes or child homes buildmg comple\ 

The same services is provided to alt children of foreign nationality in need of protection. 

Preventive and protective services are emphasized in order to support the development of 

children and to raise conscious and sensitive generations against risks In addition, mechanisms 

are in place to anticipate risks for children and to take the necessary steps 

Protective and Preventi e Acti ities 

Studies are carried out to prioritize preventive and protective services and to identify risks early 

and to develop pievcntive mechanisms by forcsccing the risks that children may face 

ALO 183 Social Support Line: Denunciations on children workinglliving in the streets are 

received through the Alo 183 Social Support Line I hus, they ar&lntervenea n the shot test 

possible time and they are guided to the services appropriate 

Mobile Teams With the aim ol detecting children living/working in the streets and steering 

them into the relevant services, mobile teams were formed in all provinces of I urkey by 

MoFLSS 

Mobile Social Service Units: Within the scope of the Presidency's 100-Day Action Plan, 

Mobile Social Service Units were established witli the puipose of detccting children at iisk and 

in aced of social service intcrvcntion and etendcd to all Turkey in March 2019 
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Fperf Rcspnsc Ft ifl)S Ihu I \pu'l Ipns Icams were  cstahhshd in 81 proVln.us ol 

I wkcy in order to proicci children from ncglcct cxploitation and violcricc 

Project for Crc iting Book List \%Jth Appropri itt Conitut for C luldrcn 0-6 Vt. irs Old In 

ordur to guidc parunts to sciuci hooks that have appropriatu contuni for thur children hciwccn 

0-6 years, printed books are examined and a hook list that has appropriate content fhr children 

is pruparud This list has been  publishcd 85 suggcstion on thu site of I)ircclotaic (icaci i1 of 

Child Services and the examination of books is still in progress. 

(1,11ild Pi otcctiori C 001(1 iiialion Mctlian 15111 ( cnhi al lroV1nci if and I )isii id ( 001 dination 
C omm ittccs have bcc n cslahl i shud to coord i nalu all institutions pi OV idi ng survicus in thu clii Id 
piotcction arc i i hc main pin posu of thcsc commiltucs is to urcatu i isk maps in thu hcld of child 

piotcution to ustablish an carly inturventron systum by carrying out studics for the idcntificd 

risks and to ensure that the problems or needs of the child, his/her flimily and his/her 

environment are eliminated through cooperation between the institutions without neglect or 

abuse. 

Private Kindergarten and Day Care Centers and Private Children's Clubs: To support the 

dcvclopmunt of children in prcschool puriod Private Kindurgartuis and I)a) Care C unturs and 

Children's Clubs, which, opened iih permission of our Minisiry, render services in order to 

provide care for children in the 0-6 Age group and to provide thern.wi'th basic values and habits. 

Within the scope of Complimentary Care Service, which is a protective andprvcniive service 

model, disadvantaged groups are provided with free quota from Private K.indergartens and Day 

Care Centers and Children's Clubs. 

Social Media Working Group: Activities for the protection of children against exploitation 

are carried out in social media In case of any situation that children get hurt social mcdia 

working group tmdct MoFTSS guts involvcd into that and woiks in cooidination with 

information Technologies and Communication Authority and Department of' Cyhcrcrime. 

"Lcf Children Ct ow up s ith 1 hcir Pcc s, not w itli Scz ecu" C imp iign I lie campaign 

named was launched by MoFLSS with the aim of protecting children from uncontrolled and 

malicious approaches in digital and social media environments, providing alternative physical, 
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social and cultural living spaces, directing children to physical activities, supporting their 

spiritual and social development and assisting children to get socialized with their peers and 

improving their iroblem solving ability. 

Children in Safe Program: Within the scope of the Children in Safe Program, the children at 

risk are monitored via Social Service Centers. Thanks to the Family and Social Support 

Program, house visits are carried out and, children and their family's risks and needs are 

evaluated and then guidance and intervention are conducted relevantly.  

A Profession, A Future Project: The children attended to vocational courses with the project 

to direct vocational education of children under protection and care and children supported by 

Social and Economical Support (SED) Service. 

Child Rights Activities 

Directorate General of Child Services under MoFLSS have been assigned as Coordinator 

Authority rcsponsible for implementing and mom toring UN Convention on Children s Rights 

Pt ovinci il Committees on the Rights of the Child I hese Committees were estabhshcd in 

every provinces of Turkey with the aim of implementing the l)rinciPleS and provisions of 

UNCRC at all levels of socuty including adults and children and ensuring child participation 

to all issues related to children Provincial Committees on the Rights of the Child are natlonwldL 

organizations and based on voluntariness and every child has chance to be a member. 

National Children Forums: National Children Forums are organized every year on November 

20, World Children's Day, in Turkey, by the representatives of the Committee on the Rights of 

the Child invited from all provinces. Themes of Forum are determined by children. 

Social Cohesion Program: Social Cohesion Program is an implementation for social 

integration of Syrian children living outside the camps and for mutual dialog and information 

exchange between Syrian arid Turkish children with the help of Committees on Child Rights 

and with cooperation of UNICEF. 

3 


