MINISTRY OF JUSTICE
I. Protection of Victims (among which, children victims of sexual abuse)
1.  According to the law 4478/2017 for the integration of directive 2012/29 /EU on the establishment of minimum standards relating to rights, support and protection of criminal victims and for the replacement of council judgment 2001/220/JHA the purpose is to ensure that victims of crime are properly informed, supported and protected in order to participate in the criminal proceedings. 
Victims are recognized and treated with respect, sensitivity, individuality, professional and non-discriminatory approach irrespective of race, color, national or ethnic origin, language, religion, social status, political or other opinion, property status, age, gender, sexual orientation, gender identity or characteristics, disability or any other situation, in any contact with the competent victim support services or restorative justice services, where this is provided for by law or any other competent authority acting under the procedure. The rights set out in this law shall apply to all victims without discrimination, irrespective of their national or ethnic origin and of their residence status.
According to the article 68 of the above-mentioned law is provided an individual assessment of the victim to identify any specific protection needs in order to assess whether and to what extent the victim may benefit from special protection measures during the criminal proceedings as provided for in Article 69, to avoid the risk of being subjected to secondary and repeated victimization, intimidation and retaliation.
According to the individual assessment shall take into account in particular: (a) the personal characteristics of the victim, such as age, race, color, religion, nationality or ethnic origin, sexual orientation, gender identity or characteristics or disability, residence, communication difficulties, affinity or other dependence on the perpetrator, as well as the history of previous victimization.
By Law 4478/2017, special offices were created, called the “Children’s Houses”. Art. 227 of the Code of Criminal Procedure provides that children who are victims and witnesses of crimes of personal and sexual freedom, trafficking etc. are examined under a special procedure during criminal proceedings. It stipulates that the aforementioned victims are examined in special offices called “Children’s Houses”. Moreover, it provides that the examination of the victim is conducted by the competent authority (Prosecutor, Investigative Judge etc.) through a specialized psychologist or phychiatrist, who has received appropriate training. Additionally, it stipulates that the testimony of the child is always audiovisually recorded, so that such recorded testimony is used as evidence and the child doesn’t have to testify again in the following proceedings. The "Children’s Houses" are also competent for the individual assessment and the evaluation of the perceptual ability and the mental condition of under-age victims, the provision of general support services, the assistance to all competent authorities for the proper and child-friendly examination of the victim during criminal proceedings, as well as for the development of proper conditions and spaces for their examination and for the audiovisual recording of the child’s testimony. L. 4478/2017 provides for an interdisciplinary approach to be applied to the “Children’s Houses”.
ΙΙ. Domestice Violence – mediation 
Legal framework
Law 4531/2018 ratified the Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence -in general- (the Istanbul Convention). Amongst others, this law amended Law 3500/2006 on Domestic Violence in order to improve its implementation by completing the protection of victims with a set of rules establishing the obligation to criminalize conducts that had so far escaped from the state criminal interest (e.g. stalking). Furthermore, by the above mentioned Law, forced marriage (a crime that is often committed against children) has been added to the purposes of the crime of trafficking in human beings (removal of organs, labor and begging). Finally, another important measure that has been taken, concerns foreigners. Foreigners, victims of domestic violence who report to the competent authorities an incident of domestic violence, are protected from deportation.
The term family also includes persons that live together under a civil partnership, whereas the permanent companion of a woman or a man and their common children or the children of each one of them, are under the protection field of the above-mentioned law without the prerequisite of cohabitation. It should finally be noted, that the provisions of Law 4531/2018 are applied not only to divorced spouses, but also to the members of a civil partnership that has been dissolute. 
Mediation
The third paragraph of the art. 3 of Law 4531/2018, completed art. 11 paragraph 2 (b) of Law 3500/2006 on domestic violence, which defines the conditions for the initiation of criminal proceedings mediation, so that the necessary legal consequences occur when the person responsible for the commission of domestic violence does not comply with the obligations laid down by the specific legislative provision.
More specifically, when participation in a special counseling-therapeutic program in a public body has been deemed necessary and the person concerned (perpetrator) does not complete -by his/her own responsibility- the therapeutic program, the prosecutor interrupts the mediation process and causes the retrospective removal of the results brought so far. Consequently, the file is being retrieved from the archives and the criminal proceedings continue in accordance with the provisions of the Code of Criminal Procedure. The newly introduced provision intends to ensure the real and effective compliance of the person responsible, to the demands of the criminal mediation, instead of his/her preemptive or utilitarian participation in the procedure.
ΙΙΙ. Compensation of Victims
1. As far as victims’ right to claim compensation for their personal loss or expenses is concerned, according to Article 3 of Law 3811/2009  (Compensation to crime victims (Harmonization of Greek legislation with Council Directive 2004/80 / EC of the European Union) as applicable, victims of crimes of violence with intent or of “Trafficking in persons”, “Travel with the purpose of sexual abuse of minors”,  “Rape”,  “Seduction of Children”, “Indecent assault against children”,  “Child Pornography”,  “Enticing minors for sexual purposes” ,“Pornographic performances of minors”, and finally “Sexual abuse of a minor in return for remuneration” of the Greek Penal Code, may claim compensation by the Greek Compensation Authority.
 The victim is eligible to claim for compensation by the State (public authorities) mainly a) when, following an irrevocable conviction, the offender lacks the financial means required to satisfy the above claim, b) when, in case of prosecution initiated against a person or persons unknown, the offender cannot be identified, c) when the offender cannot be prosecuted due to the prosecution having been terminated by order of the competent Public Prosecutor and d) when, due to an irrevocable acquittal decree, issued by the competent Judicial Council, or an irrevocable acquittal decision issued by the Court, there can be no penalty imposed on the alleged perpetrator .
2.
Moreover, reference should be made to the general provisions of Law 4239/2014 on “Just compensation for exceeding the reasonable time of proceedings in Civil and Penal Courts as well as the Court of Audit and other provisions”. More specifically, by the above Law, the parties’ right to claim just and reasonable compensation for exceeding the reasonable time of proceedings in Civil and Penal Courts as well as the Court of Audit has been established, as the latter (i.e. the reasonable time of civil and criminal proceedings) has been interpreted by the European Court of Human Rights. All interested parties claiming that the proceedings lasted beyond the reasonable time required to diagnose the factual and legal issues raised at the trial may exercise the aforementioned right.
ΙV. Access to Justice / Legal Aid
     In Greece, persons with low income may request free legal aid. Victims of certain crimes (domestic violence, slavery, trafficking in human beings, kidnapping of minors and other serious crimes, children victims of rape, sexual exploitation, etc.) are provided with free legal aid irrespective of their income. In such a case, a lawyer is appointed to the person concerned, who will represent him and will receive payment by the State. Any other legal information needed, will be available to the person concerned by the competent persons of the authorities (e.g Prosecutors).              
     In addition, according to Law 4251/2014, art. 51 (3) as regards trafficking victims during the reflection period the competent prosecution, judicial and police authorities shall, in accordance with the relevant provisions, give priority, for the protection and safety of those victims, to the provision of translation and interpreting services where they have no knowledge of the Greek language, for their information regarding their rights and the services provided, as well as for the provision of all necessary legal assistance. 
     Victims of crimes prosecuted ex officio, among which victims of hate speech, are exempted of the obligation to pay a fee for the initiation of criminal proceedings. 
     Finally, for victims of domestic violence who ask for the precautionary measures to be applied, legal aid is granted provided that they cannot afford even provisionally the judicial expenses (art. 22 Law 3500/2006).
V. National Action Plan on the Rights of the Child
          A National Action Plan on the Rights of the Child was being elaborated under the coordination of the General Secretariat of Human Rights (a public structure that –nevertheless- no longer exists), with the participation of all sectors of the Administration, highlighting the important role of independent bodies, such as the Children’s Ombudsman and the National Commission of Human Rights. Given the limited resources and the need to address emerging challenges on children’s rights in the context of the economic and refugee crisis, the Action Plan was recently being revised, focusing on the following priorities:
1.
Combatting child poverty and alleviating the negative impact of the economic crisis on children
2.
Protecting children in the context of refugee crisis
3.
Ensuring children’s health
4.
Safeguarding children’s rights in education  
5.
Strengthening community child protection mechanisms and institutions
6.
Child friendly justice
7.
Horizontal actions on the rights of children with disabilities
          The priorities of the Action Plan were submitted to the Youth Parliament of 2016 for consultation and the results of this process were taken into consideration in the drafting of the revised Action Plan. In May 2018 a consultation with civil society organizations was held and the comments made were also taken into account. In November 2018 the Action Plan was approved by the Government Council for Social Policy as a base for further processing in order to strengthen its political identity.
          Finally, a national monitoring mechanism for Drafting, Monitoring and Evaluation of Action Plans on the Rights of the Child was established by L. 4491/2017.  One of the most important functions of the mechanism is to involve both the civil society organizations and the children in the consultation process.
VI. Good practices, concerning the training of judges and prosecutors on innovative topics
          Initial and continuing training of judges and prosecutors is of high priority for our ministry. In this vein, a series of seminars for professional judges on issues of immigrants and refugees, protection of minorities, persons with disabilities and minors, on racism, on asylum and trafficking, as well as specific courses for the students of the national school for judges on minors, took place from 2017 until today. Furthermore, for the school year 2019, the Board of the national school of judges has included in the curriculum of judges and prosecutors, the course of special criminal law, where special emphasis is given on crimes of trafficking (including sexual abuse).
          Apart from the School of Judges, it should be mentioned that especially for the training of prosecutors, a new unit has been created in 2018, the “Office of International Relations and Lifelong Learning” of the Public Prosecutor’s Office to the Supreme Court. Many training courses took place from 2017 to this date (not only addressed to prosecutors, in a number of cities in Greece, but also for students of the national school of judges), which were conducted following an agreement between the Prosecutor of the Supreme Court and ODIHR.
          Furthermore the above-mentioned Office organized the following training courses, some of them with the collaboration of CEPOL, the CoE and OSCE (regarding several fields of criminal law, such as trafficking) from 2017 to 2019: 
	No
	Organizer
	Subject
	Date

	1.
	CEPOL
	On line Course Nr.  05/2019  on "Investigation   of  Trafficking   in Human Beings as a Cyber-enable Crime"
	25 March - 12 Αpril 2019

	2.
	UN High Commissioner for Refugees
	" Training on the identification and protection frame of the victims of trafficking and Protection from Sexual Exploitation", Lesvos
	21-22 March 2019

	3.
	Α    21    (International non-governmental organization) under the auspices of the Prosecutor’s office at The Supreme Court and the Office of the National Rapporteur on Trafficking
	Training Seminar: “Combating trafficking in human beings”, Larissa 
	19 March 2019

	4.
	OSCE and the Office of the National Rapporteur on Trafficking
	Regional Conference on combating trafficking in human beings in supply chains through government practices and measures, Municipality of Athens
	30-31 January 2019

	5.
	OSCE
	"Fourth OSCE Simulation-Based Training in English language on Combating Human Trafficking along Migration Routes", Vicenza, Italy
	10- 14 December 2018

	6.
	CEPOL
	Online Training seminar: “Identification and Investigation of criminal activities in the field of Human Trafficking”
	17 September - 12 October 2018

	7.
	The Office of the National Rapporteur on Trafficking, the General Secretariat of Human Rights and OSCE
	PRACTICAL WORKSHOP : "Towards   OSCE-wide   guidelines for the identification of victims of trafficking   among   migrants   and refugees  at  the  reception  phase: Greece     perspective", Athens
	20 June 2018

	8.
	England and Wales Prosecutor’s Office
	World Summit of Prosecutors General in Wilton Park in the United Kingdom to address human trafficking and modern slavery
	21-23 February 2018

	9.
	British Embassy in Athens
	Conference on Human Trafficking and Modern Slavery, British Embassy 

	29 Novenmber 2017


VII. New Penal Code
Article 323A
Trafficking in Human Beings
1. Any person who, with the use of violence, threats of violence or other coercive means or through the imposition or misuse of power, recruits, kidnaps, transfers, unlawfully detains, harbors, surrenders or takes over another person for the purpose of his / her exploitation, shall be punished by imprisonment of up to ten years and a pecuniary penalty.
2. The same penalty is imposed to a culprit if he / she, in order to achieve the same purpose, commits the acts of the preceding paragraph, having obtained the consent of the other person by using fraudulent means or by misleading him / her, taking advantage of the vulnerable position in which he / she is found.
3. The act of the preceding paragraphs is punishable with imprisonment and a pecuniary penalty if: (a) it is carried out on a professional basis; (b) it is committed by an official who in the course of his service or taking advantage of his capacity as such commits or participates in any way in the act, (c) it relates to the illegal entry, stay or exit of the victim from the country, or (d) has resulted in serious bodily injury to the victim. Imprisonment of at least ten years is imposed if the act has resulted in death.
4. The penalties of the preceding paragraph shall be imposed to the act of paragraphs 1 and 2 when committed against a minor, even if done without the use of the means referred to therein. The same penalties shall be imposed to whom, using the means of paragraphs 1 and 2, recruits a minor for the purpose of using him / her in armed operations. 
5. The concept of "exploitation" mentioned in the preceding paragraphs includes the earning of unlawful property benefit from: (a) his or her subjection to slavery or other practices similar to slavery; (b) his or her subjection to servitude; (c) the victim’s work or begging (labor exploitation); (d) the victim’s committing criminal offenses; (e) removing cells, tissues or organs of his or her body; (f) committing sexual acts, real or mock or providing work or services with the sole purpose of sexual stimulation (sexual exploitation) or (g) forcing him / her into marriage.
6. A prison sentence of at least three years and a pecuniary penalty shall be imposed to any person who, knowingly, without using the means referred to in paragraphs 1 and 2, employs in his work a person who is a victim of trafficking, accepts the services of that person, commits with him / her sexual act or accepts the proceeds from his / her exploitation.
7. Whoever, without using the means of paragraphs 1 and 2, compels minors to begging in order to exploit their proceeds is punished by imprisonment and pecuniary penalty.
8. Whoever denounces offenses committed against him / her by perpetrators of the acts of the preceding paragraphs, the Prosecutor of Misdemeanors’ Court may, if the complaint is well founded, upon approval by the Prosecutor of the Court of Appeal, temporarily abstain from prosecution for breaches of the law on aliens and prostitution, as well as for offenses related to their participation in criminal activities, if that involvement was a direct consequence of the fact that they were victims of the offenses mentioned in the previous paragraphs, until an irrevocable resolutions for the acts denounced is issued. If the complaint is proven well founded, the abstention from the criminal prosecution becomes final.
(In more detail, Articles 323A (trafficking) and 351 (sexual exploitation) are consolidated in one provision whereas the content of exploitation is described with greater clarity and has been broadened. Apart from the already existed, in the previous PC, types of exploitation, the new PC includes also the subjection of the victim to servitude and slavery as well as the unlawful property benefit from the criminal activity of the victim).
Article 8
Crimes committed abroad, which are always punished according to Greek laws
Greek criminal laws apply to nationals and non - nationals, irrespective of the laws of the place where they were committed, for the following acts committed abroad:
(a) High treason or betrayal of the country against the Greek state,
(b) Crimes relating to military service and the obligation of fulfilling the military service in Greece,
(c) A criminal offense which they have committed in their capacity of officials of the Greek State or of a European Union institution or organisation having its seat in Greece,
(d) An act directed against or addressed to an official of the Greek State or a Greek official of a European Union institution or body in the performance of their duties or in connection with the performance of their duties,
(e) Perjury in proceedings pending before the Greek authorities,
(f) Terrorist attacks,
(g) Piracy,
(h) Crimes related to the currency,
(i) Illicit drug trafficking,
(j) Trafficking in human beings,
(k) Any other crime for which specific provisions or international conventions signed and ratified by the Greek State provide for the application of Greek criminal laws.
Article 348D
General Provision
The new article 348D provides for the universal jurisdiction of Greece in case of crimes of child sexual abuse (articles 339-Sexual acts with or before minors, 342- Abuse of minors, 348- Facilitation of abuse of minors, 348A-Child pornography, 348B-Enticing Minors for sexual purposes, 348C-Pornographic performances of minors, 349-Pandering and 351A-Sexual abuse of a minors in return of remuneration of the Penal Code) committed abroad, by a Greek national. 
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