Input by the Office of the Commissioner for Human Rights (Ombudsman) of the Republic of Azerbaijan for the Report of the UN Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children, including child prostitution, child pornography 
and other child sexual abuse material, 

to the 43rd session of the UN Human Rights Council
i. Context, awareness and attitudes underpinning the sale and sexual exploitation of children: What are the current challenges, trends and emerging threats defining the scope and extent of the sale and sexual exploitation of children? What progress has been made in shifting the language and the narrative around these issues by the wider community of experts and practitioners? What are some of the good practices of raising public awareness and sensitisation on issues of sale and sexual exploitation of children at the local, national regional and global level? 

Lack of confirmed facts is one of the challenges for defining the scope and extent of the sale and sexual exploitation of children.  
As for public awareness raising activities, one of the good practices in human rights education and legal awareness raising activity realized by the initiative of the Commissioner is hierarchic child rights education program at secondary schools. The main purpose of this program is to raise awareness on rights and responsibilities of children enshrined in the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and national legislation being based on peer-to-peer method with inclusiveness and participation of children themselves. During this program, all topics on child rights, including sale and exploitation of children are covered and children are trained on their rights.  
Till now, hierarchic child rights education has been realized in all districts of the capital and 32 districts of the country regions covering more than 190 secondary schools.  
Each week public officials, experts, scientists and staff members of the Ombudsman Office provide lectures and interactive discussions for children in the child resource center of Ombudsman - Azerbaijan Child and Youth Peace Network (ACYPN) and Leadership School, raise awareness on their rights, also on the sale and sexual exploitation of children, including child prostitution, child pornography and other child sexual abuse.

The Ombudsman Office regularly organizes seminars, trainings on child rights protection and promotion, including on the sale and sexual exploitation of children, in the capital and regions with the participation of representatives of local executive bodies, commissions on minors, court, police department, judicial bodies, prosecutors’ office, also education, health bodies, municipalities, workers of child institutions, civil society organizations, children, young people, parents and all persons dealing with children.

Regularly legal educational events are organized for children in secondary schools, child homes, boarding schools, social service institutions, Child Creativity Centers, correctional institution, settlements for refugee and internally displaced persons. 

In secondary schools trainings and meetings are conducted together with police staff members on protection of children from cybercrimes, fake profiles, games disseminated by some groups, privacy issues, pornography, paedophilia, sexual exploitation, drug abuse. 
For sustainability and regular ongoing processes, trainings of trainers were organized for teaching different groups of population. Gender and age sensitive special legal education programs, publications for each group of population, also for children have been developed. 

Child month-long campaigns are conducted every year from October 20 to November 20 and many promotional events are conducted by the Commissioner, her Regional Offices, various ministries, local executive bodies, NGOs and other relevant stakeholders.
Regarding 18 November-European Day on the protection of Children against Sexual Abuse and Sexual Exploitation, set up by the Council of Europe, several activities were conducted by the Ombudsman Office, including lobbying for ratification of Lanzarote Convention. 

Public hearings are held regularly by the Commissioner on implementation of National Program on Enhancing Human Rights and Freedoms in the Republic of Azerbaijan in all of the cities and rayons of country with participation of the members of Parliament, the representatives of local executive powers, courts and law enforcement bodies, municipalities, local NGOs, mass media, including refugees and internally displaces persons, local communities covering the ethnic minorities. In the course of the hearings special attention was paid to the topics child rights violations, violence against children, including sexual violence.
ii. Risk factors, root causes and demand for the sexual exploitation of children: What are the root causes and origins of demand for the sale and sexual exploitation of children? What tools are available to States and non-State actors to effectively address the underlying causes of sale and sexual exploitation of children, beyond training and awareness raising? What are the remaining challenges and obstacles in overcoming this scourge? 

One of the root causes for the sale and sexual exploitation of children is parental irresponsibility. 
iii. Children’s vulnerability to sale and sexual exploitation, including in the context of cross-border challenges, technology and innovation: What is the available evidence about children’s vulnerability to sexual exploitation, including about existing and emerging drivers of risk (e.g. precarious socioeconomic situations, migration, conflicts and violence, climate change and natural disasters, digital space)? What groups of children (including on the grounds of gender, age, disability, social group) are especially vulnerable to exploitation in general and/or specific forms thereof? 

Members from Azerbaijan Child and Youth Resource Center, Ombudsman child rights resource center participated in the European Network of Young Advisors (ENYA) project “The Road to RIO-Respect, Information, Opinion: Exploring and empowering youth identity and relationships” and share their opinions on risks of communication technology, including internet on children. Their opinions were considered in the Statement of the European Network of Ombudspersons for Children adopted in its 21st Annual Conference and in Ombudsman’s work.

Considering the Commissioner’s proposals, “Azercell” company has taken actions for ensuring safety of children, including preventing children’ access to illegal websites, informing parents directly when the child is on internet, passing statistical data of calls and messages, controlling friend list changes in social networks or posts including the child’s name, launching “Azercell plus Safety”.

Children from poor families, also children who are subjected to ignorance in the families are more likely to be subjected to all forms of violence. 

iv. The overarching legal-normative framework, commitment and institutional capacity: What progress has been made in global, regional and national legislative frameworks to address children’s vulnerability to sale and sexual exploitation, and to address impunity? To what extent do these frameworks adequately address or take due account of the challenges posed by transnational internet and financial flows, and their implications for accountability and challenging impunity? 

On June 28, 2005, the Law “On combating the Human Trafficking” was adopted and Special Agency on Fight against Human Trafficking was established within the Ministry of Internal Affairs with the purpose of combating the human trafficking within the country.
National Action Plan on Combating Human Trafficking in the Republic of Azerbaijan for 2014-2018 was approved by the country President. 
Proposals on National Action Plan on Combating Human Trafficking in the Republic of Azerbaijan for 2019-2023 were prepared by the Commissioner and submitted to the Ministry of Internal Affairs.
Law of Azerbaijan Republic “On the Rights of the child” dated 1998, 19 May prescribes articles regarding the sale and sexual exploitation of children.
According to the Article 4 of the Law “On the protection of children from harmful information” dated 30 October, 2018, types of information include promoting violence and cruelty, crime, danger, pornography, unethical, erotic information etc. Commissioner made proposals on this Law.

According to the Criminal Code, there is punishment on using fake user names, profiles or accounts in internet information resources. Also, there are provisions on cybercrimes. 
Regarding digital environment also there is Law “On the Information, process of informing, protection of information” dated 3 April,    1998 and Guidelines “On the Coordinating Committee on Information Security” approved by the Presidential Decree on 21 February 2019.
Furthermore, the Cabinet of the Ministers of the Republic of Azerbaijan adopted a number of regulatory-legal acts, including “The Rules on Establishment, Financing and Operation of and Control over Activities of Special Establishments for the Victims of Human Trafficking”, “Rules on the Handing Over of the Victims of Human Trafficking to Special Police Departments in Urgent Manner and without Obstacles”, “Rules on the Implementation of Social Rehabilitation of the Victims of Human Trafficking”, “Resolution on Defining the Amount of Allowances paid to the Victims of Human Trafficking within the Period of Reintegration”, “The Statute on Fund of Assistance to the Victims of Human Trafficking”.

The Republic of Azerbaijan has acceded to a majority of international treaties on fight against human trafficking, including the UN Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime, its complementing Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, Optional Protocol of UN Convention on the Rights of the Child On Child Trafficking, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography and the UN Convention  on Combating the Human Trafficking and Exploitation of Prostitution by the Third Parties, Council of Europe Convention for the Protection of Individuals with regard to Automatic Processing of Personal Data (ETS No. 108), Convention on Cybercrime (ETS No. 185)
Commissioner made proposal on ratification of the Convention of the Council of Europe on the Protection of Children from Sexual Exploitation and Abuse and adoption of the Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan o n the Protection of Children from Corporal Punishment.
Commissioner recommended to the country Parliament signing and ratification of Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence (Istanbul Convention) and of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on a communications procedure.

Commissioner made proposals regarding child sexual exploitation and abuse in the Draft Azerbaijan Republic National Child Strategy for 2019-2029, Draft National Action Program on human rights protection and in the Parallel Report to be submitted to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child.
v. New and innovative strategies to effectively prevent and protect children from sale and sexual exploitation: How adequate is our global multi-stakeholder response to this complex phenomenon (States, NHRIs, domestic and international policy-makers, international and regional human rights mechanisms, CSOs, private sector)? How adequate are current systems and strategies to protect children effectively? What are the current global and domestic human rights and protection challenges in the context of evolving global developments? Are there sufficiently accessible complaints mechanisms available to victims and their representatives? 

In addition to the abovementioned new and innovative strategies to effectively prevent and protect children from sale and sexual exploitation, in order to ensure organisational framework of the fight against human trafficking, the National Coordinator in charge of fight against human trafficking was appointed in Azerbaijan. A Task Force composing of the representatives of concerned central executive power bodies was established with the view of establishment integrated system of cooperation of stakeholders of National Action Plan and ensuring the exchange of experiences among them.

The Ministry of Internal Affairs has opened free-of-charge hot line #152 and established asylum in the city of Baku for the victims of human trafficking. These centres are equipped with special rooms for children where psychologists are working with the victims. 

Three digit hotline #916 is functioning during 24 hours/7days within Ombudsman Office in order to enable children and their parents to appeal to Ombudsman in case of violation of children’s rights, and information thereon was distributed through concerned state bodies, central and local executive power bodies and mass media. The establishment of this hotline enables more reliable, efficient and urgent protection of children’s rights in the country. 

vi. Data and monitoring: How effective are current tools and monitoring systems, including collection, analysis and publication of routine data, in supporting the prevention of and response to the sale and exploitation of children? 

Members of National Preventive Group at the Ombudsman Office regularly conduct monitoring of state-run institutions where children live, also of the asylum for the victims of human trafficking.
Our office also makes investigation on concrete individual complaints. 

Recommendations derived as a result of the monitoring and investigations are sent to the respective bodies.
vii. The way forward: How can the impact of the mandate be further enhanced in the future? Where are the major gaps in advocacy and awareness? 

The mandate of Ombudsman Office as a NHRIs is limited to ensuring human rights violated only by governmental and municipal bodies and officials. 
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