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Annex 1: Abbreviations 

	AAC

APC
	Albanian Adoption Committee

Action Plan for Children

	ALL
	Albanian Lek

	CILSP
	Centre of Integrated Legal Services and Practices

	CO
	Concluding Observations

	COE
	Council of Europe

	CPD
	Commissioner for the Protection against Discrimination

	CRPD
	Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

	CTG
	Cross-Sectoral Technical Group

	CwDs
	Children with Disabilities

	ENOC
	European Network of Ombudsperson's for Children

	EU
	European Union

	GDSP
	General Directorate of State Police

	GFC
	Group of Friends of Children

	IED
	Institute of Educational Development

	IGO
	Intergovernmental organizations

	INGO
	International Non-Governmental Organization

	IOM
	International Organization for Migration 

	MEFA
	Ministry of Europe and Foreign Affairs 

	MESY
	Ministry of Education, Sports and Youth

	MHSP
	Ministry of Health and Social Protection

	MoH

MFE
	Ministry of Health

Ministry of Finance and Economy

	MoIA 
	Ministry of Internal Affairs

	MoU
	Memorandum of Understanding

	NACR
	The National Agenda for Children’s Rights 2017-2020

	NGO 
	Non-governmental organization

	NRCA
	National Reception Centre for Asylum-Seekers

	ONAC
	The Office of the National Coordinator Against Trafficking in Persons

	OP
	Optional Protocol

	OPAC
	Optional Protocol on Child Involvement in Armed Conflicts

	OPSC
	Optional Protocol on Child Trafficking, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography

	OSCE
	Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe 

	PHC
	Primary Health Care

	PHI
	Public Health Institute

	PWDs
	Persons with Disabilities

	RATC
	Regional Anti-Trafficking Committees

	SACCR
	State Agency for Child Rights and Protection

	SCI
	Social Care Institutions

	SIDA
	Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency

	SLSSI
	State Labour and Social Services Inspectorate

	SRH
	Sexual and Reproductive Health

	SSS
	State Social Service

	UNHCR
	United Nations High Commission for Refugees

	UNICEF

UNCRC
	United Nations Children’s Fund

United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Annex 2: Statistics and other information  
Annex 2.1: General measures of implementation 

Annex 2.1.1. Legislative amendments   
Amendments and addenda to the Criminal Code (Law No. 23/2012 and Law No. 144/2013)
· Article 79/c “Homicide because of family relations” foresees as a specific criminal offense the “homicide” of the person who is the spouse, former spouse, cohabitant, or former cohabitant, immediate family or in-law family to the offender.
· Article 102 “Non-consensual sexual intercourse with adult women”, which foresees as a specific criminal offense the non-consensual sexual intercourse between spouses or cohabitants, without the consent of one party.
· Article 107/a “Sexual violence”, which foresees as a specific criminal offense, the sexual violence, by way of acts of a sexual nature on the body of another person through the use of objects, by sanctioning the most severe sentences if the offense is committed against a child.
· Article 108 “Immoral acts”, which foresees as a specific criminal offence:
· the immoral acts conducted with minors under the age of fourteen;
· the intentional engagement as a witness to sexual activities of a minor younger than fourteen years old or a minor who has not reached sexual maturity; 
· the proposal from an adult person, by any means or form, to meet with a minor younger than fourteen years old or a minor who has not reached sexual maturity, with the intention to commit any criminal offense foreseen in the “Sexual crimes” Section or in Section VIII, Chapter II of the Criminal Code. 
· Article 108/a “Sexual harassment”, which foresees as a specific criminal offense sexual actions that affect the dignity of a person, by any means or form, thus leaving room for a threatening, hostile, degrading, humiliating or offensive environment, stipulating more severe sentences if the offense is committed against a child.
· Article 110/b “Benefit from or use of services rendered by trafficked persons”, which foresees as a specific criminal offense the benefit from or use of services rendered by trafficked persons, or services which are the object of exploitation of trafficking, when aware of the fact that the person is trafficked, stipulating more severe sentences if the offense is committed against a child.
· Article 113 “Prostitution” apart from the practice of prostitution, foresees as a specific criminal offense, the act of paying for personal gain from prostitution.
· Article 114 “Exploitation of prostitution” foresees as a specific criminal offense the encouragement, mediation, or receipt of compensation for the practice of prostitution, stipulating more severe sentences if the offense is committed against a child or people who are immediate family, or in-law relatives, who have custodial relationships, or benefiting from the official relationship.
· Article 117 “Pornography”, which foresees as a specific criminal offense: 
· the production, distribution, advertisement, import, sale and publication of pornographic materials in environments frequented by children, by any means or form; 
· production, import, provision, availability, distribution, broadcasting, use or possession of child pornography, as well as the deliberate provision of access to it, by any means or form;
· recruitment, exploitation, coercion or the persuasion of a child to participate in pornographic materials, as well as the participation in such materials involving children.

· Article 124/a “Stalking” foresees as a specific criminal offense, the threat or harassment by a person through repetitive actions, with the intent to cause a state of constant and severe anxiety or fear for personal safety, of a relative or person with whom that person has a spiritual connection, or to force him/her to change his/her lifestyle, providing for more severe sentences if the offense is committed against a child, former spouse, former cohabitant or person with whom that person has a spiritual connection.
· Article 124/b “Maltreatment of minors”, which foresees as a specific criminal offense:
· the physical or psychological maltreatment of a minor by his/her parents, sister, brother, grandfather, grandmother, legal guardian or any person who is obliged to care for the minor; coercion, exploitation, encouragement or use of a minor to work, generate income, beg, or perform actions that damage his/her mental and/or physical development, or education, by sanctioning it as punishable by two to five years of imprisonment. 
· Article 130 “Coercion or prohibition to cohabit, marry or divorce”, which foresees as a specific criminal offense the coercion or prohibition to start/continue cohabitation, or coercion to marry or divorce.
· Article 130/a “Domestic Violence”, which foresees as specific criminal offenses, all forms of violence against persons belonging to the immediate family, more specifically: 
· battery, and any other act of violence against a person who is the spouse, former spouse, cohabitant or former cohabitant, immediate family or in-law relatives to the perpetrator of the criminal offense, resulting in damages to his/her physical, psychosocial and economic integrity, by sanctioning it as punishable by two years of imprisonment; 

· serious threat of murder or serious injury against a person who is the spouse, former spouse, cohabitant or former cohabitant, immediate family or in-law relative to the perpetrator of the criminal offense, resulting in damages to his/her psychic integrity by sanctioning it as punishable by three years of imprisonment; 

· intentional injury against a person who is the spouse, former spouse, cohabitant or former cohabitant, immediate family or in-law relative to the perpetrator of the criminal offense, resulting in temporary work disability for more than nine days, by sanctioning it as punishable by up to five years of imprisonment. 

· The same offenses, if committed repeatedly or in the presence of a child, shall be punishable by one up to five years of imprisonment.

Furthermore, several important amendments have been adopted, providing for more severe criminal sentences, such as: specification as an aggravating circumstance for crimes committed against relatives or children; handing down additional punishment; non-consideration of mitigating circumstances for criminal offenses committed against children or criminal offenses of domestic violence, namely: 
· Article 30 “Ancillary punishments”, which foresees the termination of parental responsibility as an additional punishment.
· Article 43/a “Termination of parental responsibility” foresees the court ruling on the termination of parental responsibility against a person exercising such responsibility, when that person has been sentenced as a perpetrator or accomplice in a criminal offense against the child, or as an accomplice with a child in committing a criminal offense.
· Article 48 “Mitigating circumstances”, the third paragraph provides for the non-consideration of mitigating circumstances (more severe punishment) for a person who has committed criminal offenses against children or domestic violence.
· Article 50 “Aggravating circumstances” (paragraphs e/1, g, j), amongst other things, provide for the following circumstances aggravating the punishment for an offense: 

· an offense committed during or after the issuing of a domestic abuse restraining order; 
· when the offense has been committed by taking advantage of family relationships, cohabitation friendship, hospitality; 
· when the offense has been committed on grounds of gender, race, colour, ethnicity, language, gender identity, sexual orientation, political, religious or philosophical beliefs, health conditions, genetic predisposition or disability motives.

·  Article 64 “Release on parole”, the third paragraph foresees prohibition of early release on parole of a recidivist of an intentional crime, as well as convicts who have committed criminal offenses provided for in Articles 78/a, 79/a, 79/b, 79/c or the third paragraph of Article 100.

Amendments of Law No. 108/2014 “On State Police”

· Article 17 “Duties” (para. g) provides for a particular duty of the State Police of the identification, protection and referral for assistance victims of trafficking, victims of domestic violence, and especially women and minors, to relevant authorities.
· Article 78 “Collaboration with the public administration institutions and local government units” (para. 2), on the duties of the local police structures to collaborate with the local government units on crime prevention, order and public safety, while respecting their independence.
· Article 79 “Collaboration with the civil society” defines the collaboration with the organizations engaged in the protection of human rights, religious communities recognized by law, non for profit organizations and associations, aiming at creating a partnership for order and security, by also providing them with the necessary information on the observance of humans rights for individuals accompanied to the police premises in line with the available official documentation.
· Article 123 “Protective measures for minors” specifies the obligation of police officers to take necessary action for the protection of children abandoned by their parents, children running away from parents or legal guardians, and to provide them with the necessary assistance in collaboration with social protection centres for children. 

The Family Code of the Republic of Albania [Law No. 9062, dated 08.05.2003 and the Law No. 134/2015, dated 05.12.2015]
Article 250 Declaration of the abonnement:
· The district court can declare as abandoned a minor at a social care institution, public or private, or in the care of another person, when the parents, in an obvious manner, have not been involved with the child for a period of one year before the request for the abandonment declaration was submitted. 
· If the minor has been housed in an institution since their birth, the timeframe of one year is reduced to three months.
· When the minor is found abandoned out of the public or non-public social care institutions, public or non-public hospitals or maternity hospitals, the one-year deadline is restricted to three months and it starts from the moment he/she is found.
· When the minor is left under the care of public or non-public social care institutions, including public or non-public hospitals, through a notary declaration of the biological parents to give the child up for adoption, the one-year deadline is restricted to six months and it starts from the moment the child is left.
· A parent is considered as not having been involved in an obvious manner with the child when they voluntarily have not maintained a nurturing relationship necessary for the care of the child and have shown severe negligence in the exercise of their parental responsibility.  
· The court asks the person that has submitted the request if they have made any efforts to find the biological parents of the child and to return the child to the biological family, if possible. 
· Such efforts are not necessary when the child is left under the care of public or non-public social care institutions, including public or non-public hospitals, through a notary declaration of the biological parents to give the child up for adoption.
· Abandonment is not declared when another court has accepted the request of one of the child's relative to become their guardian. If the judging of such a request has not been completed, the court suspends the review of the request for declaring abandonment until it has been completed.

Selected adopted strategies and action plans with provisions relevant for children:
· The Pre-University Education Development Strategy (2014-2020); 

· The National Action Plan for the Integration of Roma and Egyptians in the Republic of Albania (2016 - 2020);
· The National Action Plan on Youth (2015-2020);

· The National Strategy for Employment and Skills (2014 – 2020);
· The National Action Plan for Persons with Disabilities (2016 – 2020);

· The Strategic Document and Action Plan on Sexual and Reproductive Health (2017-2021);

· The Strategy for Combating Trafficking in Persons and Action Plan (2014 – 2017);
· The Crosscutting Strategy Digital Agenda of Albania (2015 – 2020);
· The Social Housing Strategy (2016-2025);
· The Health Strategy (2016 -2020);
· The Social Protection Strategy 2015-2020;
· The Cross-Sectoral Strategy against Corruption (2015-2020);

· The National Action Plan for the Integration of Roma and Egyptians (2016-2020);

· The National Strategy and Action Plan on Gender Equality (2016-2020);

· The Reproductive and Sexual Health (SRH) Strategy and Action Plan (2016-2020);

· The National Strategy on HIV/AIDS Prevention and Control (2015-2019);

· The National Strategy on the Fight Against Human Trafficking (2018-2020);

· The Juvenile Justice Strategy and Action Plan (2018-2021).

Annex 2.1.2. Allocation of resources
Allocation of resources - National Agenda for Children’s Rights 
Table 1: Foreseen budget calculations for the National Agenda for Children’s Rights (2017-2020)

	Strategic pillars
	State Budget
	Donors
	Gap
	Total

	1. Elimination of Violence
	                                   157,152,500   
	                      21,350,000   
	                   110,300,000   
	                      288,802,500   

	2. Child-youth friendly services 
	                                1,299,387,369   
	                   556,555,000   
	                   111,197,000   
	                   1,967,139,369   

	     a. Early learning and Education
	                                   278,971,869   
	                   199,000,000   
	                              37,500   
	                      478,009,369   

	     b. Justice
	                                   809,015,500   
	                      68,610,000   
	                                       -     
	                      877,625,500   

	     c. Health 
	                                      93,002,500   
	                   222,630,000   
	                      94,080,000   
	                      409,712,500   

	     d. Social Protection
	                                   118,397,500   
	                      66,315,000   
	                      17,079,500   
	                      201,792,000   

	3. Governnace for Child Rights
	                                      65,257,500   
	                      41,900,000   
	                                       -     
	                      107,157,500   

	TOTAL of Strategy
	                                1,521,797,369   
	                   619,805,000   
	                   221,497,000   
	                   2,363,099,369   


Source: Ministry of Health and Social Protection
Allocation of resources – Education sector
Table 2: Funds for basic education (in thousand ALL)

	 
	Realised  
	Budget  
	Budget
	Budget
	Factual Budget
	Factual Budget
	Revised budget

	 
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	*2016
	2017
	2018

	Wages and Salaries (600-601)
	21,045,712
	21,741,587
	21,634,687
	21,770,006
	17,870,905
	18,483,078
	19,162,780

	Other Expenditures (602-606)
	812,755
	875,200
	1,398,984
	995,819
	1,015,555
	1,055,183
	1,253,800

	Funds for Internal Capital Expenditures (230-232)
	969,113
	1,140,000
	2,102,257
	1,290,123
	1,069,612
	1,153,752
	1,757,947

	Funds for External Capital Expenditures (230-232)
	1,007,574
	55,000.00
	0
	 
	0
	0
	0

	Out of Budget
	11,998
	13,732.80
	14,182.60
	32,001.50
	46,228.90
	27,395.10
	0

	Total
	23,847,152
	23,825,520
	25,150,111
	24,087,950
	20,002,301
	20,719,408
	22,174,527

	Structure of the total share for education
	61.70%
	61.23%
	61.57%
	61.20%
	57.97%
	58.87%
	57.78%

	Funds for pre-university education in % to GDP
	1.80%
	1.76%
	1.80%
	1.68%
	1.36%
	1.33%
	1.34%

	Funds for pre-university education in % of public spending
	6.30%
	6.05%
	5.73%
	5.51%
	4.61%
	4.37%
	4.46%

	Number of students in base plus pre-school education
	457,630
	446,973
	419,919
	398,994
	322,367
	305,287
	296,736

	Average annual cost per pupil per ALL
	52,110
	53,304
	59,893
	60,372
	62,048
	67,869
	74,728


Source: Ministry of Education, Sports and Youth
Table 3: Funds for secondary education (in thousand ALL)

	 
	Realised  
	Budget  
	Budget
	Budget
	Factual Budget
	Factual Budget
	Revised budget

	
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	*2016
	2017
	2018

	Wages and Salaries (600-601)
	4,596,862
	4,572,898
	4,888,066
	5,733,996
	5,467,789
	5,720,328
	5,849,517

	Other Expenditures (602-606)
	157,949
	201,450
	230,188
	296,166
	261,270
	234,725
	223,100

	Funds for Internal Capital Expenditures (230-232)
	430,247
	550,000
	1,030,244
	644,469
	707,409
	691,846
	1,022,115

	Funds for External Capital Expenditures (230-232)
	333,798
	40,000
	0
	200,000
	135,268
	33,212
	0

	Out of Budget
	2,476
	2,476
	10
	12,466
	2,569
	9,444
	0.0

	Total
	5,521,333
	5,366,824
	6,148,509
	6,887,097
	6,574,305
	6,689,556
	7,094,732

	Structure of the total share for education
	14.3%
	13.79%
	74.55%
	17.54%
	19.05%
	19.01%
	18.49%

	Funds for pre-university education in % to GDP
	0.4%
	0.40%
	0.44%
	0.48%
	0.45%
	0.43%
	0.43%

	Funds for pre-university education in % of public spending
	1.5%
	1.36%
	1.40%
	1.57%
	1.52%
	1.41%
	1.43%

	Number of students 
	118,566
	114,224
	104,120
	97,093
	97,607
	93,495
	87,211

	Average annual cost per pupil per ALL
	46,568
	46,985
	59,052
	70,933
	67,355
	71,550
	81,351


Source: Ministry of Education, Sports and Youth

Table 4: Funds for vocational education (in thousand ALL)

	 
	Realised  
	Budget  
	Budget
	Budget

	
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015

	Wages and Salaries (600-601)
	1,630,946
	1,693,665.0
	1,744,720.4
	0.0

	Other Expenditures (602-606)
	210,909
	287,000
	237,957
	0.0

	Funds for Internal Capital Expenditures (230-232)
	191,628
	200,000.0
	76,351.6
	0.0

	Funds for External Capital Expenditures (230-232)
	90,000
	240,000
	200,000
	0.0

	Out of Budget
	8,582
	0
	30
	

	Total
	2,132,065
	2,420,665
	2,259,060
	

	Structure of the total share for education
	5.5%
	6.22%
	5.53%
	0.00%

	Funds for pre-university education in % to GDP
	0.2%
	0.18%
	0.16%
	0.00%

	Funds for pre-university education in % of public spending
	0.6%
	0.61%
	0.51%
	0.00%

	Number of students 
	17,763
	22,881
	21,396
	19,894

	Average annual cost per pupil per ALL
	120,028
	105,794
	105,583
	-


Source: Ministry of Education, Sports and Youth

Table 5: Funds for education including funds from line ministries for education, funds from local government units for education, funds and income from public universities, funds from donors and international projects, years 2012-2018 (in thousand ALL)
	 
	Realised
	Budget
	Budget
	Budget
	Factual Budget
	Factual Budget
	Revised budget

	
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017
	2018

	GDP 
	1,326,169,000
	1,350,555,000
	1,394,419,000
	1,435,751,000
	1,472,791,000
	1,555,202,000
	1,649,952,000

	Public Expenditures
	376,241,000
	394,051,000
	438,820,000
	437,408,000
	433,697,000
	474,100,000
	497,069,000

	Funds for Wages and Salaries (600-601)
	27,833,832
	28,604,496
	33,234,384
	32,498,241
	28,880,157
	30,382,902
	25,770,780

	Others Expenditures (602-606)
	7,072,441
	6,896,921
	3,630,118
	4,077,411
	2,842,909
	2,801,454
	8,769,462

	Funds for Internal Capital Expenditures (230-232)
	2,064,771
	2,647,000
	3,575,885
	2,397,780
	2,490,210
	1,906,174
	3,634,000

	Funds for External Capital Expenditures (230-232)
	1,618,754
	765,000
	410,000
	300,000
	293,580
	105,674
	200,000

	Total
	38,589,798
	38,014,025
	40,850,294
	39,362,405
	34,506,857
	35,196,204
	38,374,242

	Budget of MESY as % of GDP
	2.91%
	2.81%
	2.93%
	2.7%
	2.3%
	2.3%
	2.33%

	Budget of  MESY as % of Public Expenditures
	10.26%
	9.65%
	9.31%
	9.0%
	8.0%
	7.4%
	7.7%

	Funds for Local Gorvernment Units and Line Ministries (Vocational and pre-school education and services in pre-university education)
	0
	0
	0
	1,951,262
	6,857,334
	7,457,334
	8,874,221

	Total
	38,589,798
	38,014,025
	40,850,294
	41,313,667
	41,364,191
	42,653,538
	47,248,463

	Budget of MESY + other funds % of GDP
	2.9%
	2.8%
	2.9%
	2.9%
	2.8%
	2.7%
	2.9%

	Budget of  MESY as % of Public Expenditures
	10.3%
	9.6%
	9.3%
	9.4%
	9.5%
	9.0%
	9.5%

	Incomes from Universities
	3,889,367
	4,476,708
	4,168,168
	3,749,442
	3,460,638
	3,066,161
	4,401,320

	Total 
	42,479,168
	42,490,733
	45,018,462
	45,063,109
	44,824,829
	45,719,699
	51,649,783

	Budget of MESY + incomes from Higher Education Institutions as % of GDP
	3.2%
	3.1%
	3.2%
	3.1%
	3.0%
	2.9%
	3.1%

	Budget of  MESY as % of Public Expenditures
	11.3%
	10.8%
	10.3%
	10.3%
	10.3%
	9.6%
	10.4%

	Funds for education from Ministry of Defence, Ministry of Internal Affairs and Local Government Units
	3,050,430
	3,609,516
	3,750,430
	3,873,738
	4,171,666
	4,171,666
	4,487,536

	Total “Funds for Educaton”
	45,529,598
	46,100,249
	48,768,892
	48,936,847
	48,996,495
	49,891,365
	56,137,319

	Budget of MESY + incomes as % of GDP
	3.43%
	3.41%
	3.50%
	3.4%
	3.33%
	3.21%
	3.40%

	Budget of MESY + incomes as % of  Public Expenditures
	12.10%
	11.70%
	11.11%
	11.2%
	11.30%
	10.52%
	11.29%


Source: Ministry of Education, Sports and Youth

Allocation of resources – Health Care
Table 6: Expenditures in Health Care Sector 

	 
	Year 2012
	Year 2013
	Year 2014
	Year 2015
	Year 2016
	Year 2017

	Expenditures in health as % of state budget
	9.5
	9
	9.64
	9.3
	9.8
	9.6

	Expenditure in health as % of GDP
	2.69
	2.64
	3.02
	2.84
	2.93
	2.84

	% of expenditure primary health care
	34
	33
	31
	31
	27
	25

	% of expenditure secondary and tertiary level
	56
	58
	60
	59
	62
	68


Source: Ministry of Health and Social Protection

Table 7: Investments funds 2011-2017 (in million ALL)

	Year
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017

	INVESTMENTS
	3,630.7
	3,162.9
	696.2
	2,259.1
	2,678.4
	2,163.2
	2,200.0

	Internal financing
	2,219.5
	1,570.5
	633.6
	1,885.4
	1,456.6
	1,598.2
	1,060.0

	External financing
	1,411.2
	1,592.4
	62.6
	373.7
	1,221.9
	565.0
	1,140.0

	% of investments over the Ministry’s Budget
	10.7%
	8.8%
	2.0%
	5.4%
	6.6%
	4.9%
	4.9%


Source: Ministry of Health and Social Protection

Table 8: Investments funds for all maternity hospitals 
	Year
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017

	Total per year in ALL
	219,885,341
	57,276,350
	66,596,000
	108,157,696
	137,272,534
	194,548,069


Source: Ministry of Health and Social Protection

Table 9: Budget for Strategic Document and Action Plan on Sexual and Reproductive Health 
               (2017-2021)
	Objective
	Required  [ALL]
	Planned state budget (in ALL
	Donors 
	Financial gap (in ALL)

	1. Health and well-being of women
	12.872.450.000 
	10.337.000.000 
	1.174.350.000 
	1.361.100.000 

	2. Family Planning
	509.520.000 
	481.890.000 
	27.630.000 
	0 

	3. Survival, health and well-being of newborns, infants, toddlers and adolescents
	3.645.010.000 
	1.083.660.000 
	1.217.020.000 
	1.344.330.000 

	4. Reproductive tract cancers
	175.106.000 
	10.276.000 
	15.730.000 
	149.100.000 

	5. Violence
	
	
	
	

	6. HIV/AIDS 
	10.200.000 
	2.450.000 
	7.750.000 
	0 

	7.  Infertility
	69.230.000 
	3.350.000 
	0 
	65.880.000 

	8.  E-Health
	
	
	
	

	Total
	17.281.516.000
	11.918.626.000
	2.442.480.000
	2.920.410.000


Source: Ministry of Health and Social Protection
Allocation of resources - Social and child protection 
Table 10: Annual budget for the State Agency for the Child Rights Protection (in thousand ALL)

	Year
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017
	2018

	Budget
	7,140
	9,602
	10,252
	10,211
	9,590
	10,478
	12,400


Source: State Agency for the Child Rights Protection  

Table 11: Allocation of funds for various social care services targeting children allocated by the State Social Services (in thousand ALL)
	Institution
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017
	2018

	9 public residential SCIs (three also providing day-care services)*
	318,480****
	194,270
	235,635
	233,867
	220,062
	230,386
	233,209

	The National Reception Center for Victims of Domestic Violence (woman and children)
	12,300
	13,300
	16,100
	18,720
	17,379
	21,188
	22,190

	The National Emergency Transitory Center
	
	
	
	8,600
	11,106
	13,880
	14,430

	10 social services centers for children with disabilities and women and children victims of trafficking***
	
	
	
	
	
	
	29,627


Source: State Social Services (SSS)
* The SSS allocates the funds based on the request submitted by each institution.

** For family in a difficult situation of emergency due to environmental or socio-economic reasons. On average 
     70-80 children have been treated in the centre.

*** Allocation from the state budget [through SSS]. However, centers are administered by Municipalities and NGOs.

**** The budget for this particular year (2012) is higher due to the previous years’ debts that had to be payed/written off during this year.

Table 12: Breakdown of the budget allocated by SSS for nine public residential social care institutions for children for 2018
	Type of Expenses 
	Expenses in ALL
	% of expenses

	Salaries 
	133,129,000 
	57%

	Insurance 
	22,280,000 
	10%

	Expenses 
	77,500,000 
	33%

	Total 
	232,909,000
	


Source: Ministry of Health and Social Protection 

Table 13: Funds allocated for children in foster care/kinship [ALL]

	Year
	Total funds

	2014
	1,094,000

	2015
	3,232,186

	2016
	4,005,498

	2017
	5,171,196

	May – June 2018
	5,411,000


Source: State Social Services

Table 14: Funds allocated in ALL for children with orphan status 

	Year
	Funds allocated
	No. of children

	2012
	No data
	No data

	2013
	No data
	No data

	2014
	907,018
	280

	2015
	1,541,600
	216

	2016
	3,749,100
	581

	2017
	3,476,376
	545

	June 2018
	3,008,400
	553


Source: State Social Services

Table 15: Funds allocated in ALL for the ‘economic aid’ scheme

	Years
	Funds allocated

	2012
	4,151,341

	2013
	4,401,465

	2014
	3,717,024

	2015
	4,084,992

	2016
	4,115,579

	2017
	4,088,491

	July-August 2018
	2,210,135


Source: State Social Services

Allocation of resources - Trafficking in persons 

Table 16: Data allocated for The National Reception Center for Victims of Trafficking

	Institution
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017
	2018

	The National Reception Center for Victims of Trafficking (woman and children)
	32,465
	18,240
	24,421
	23,970
	21,528
	22,220
	22,300


Source: State Social Services

Table 17: Allocated budget for The National Reception Center for Victims of Trafficking, including children (2018)
	Type of Expenses 
	Expenses in ALL

	Salaries 
	11,400,000 

	Insurance 
	1,900,000 

	Expenses 
	9,000,000 

	Total 
	22,300,000


Source: Ministry of Health and Social Protection

Table 18: The budget allocated for the Office of the National Coordinator for Fight Against Trafficking in Persons used for awareness-raising activities

	Year 
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017
	2018

	Funds allocated in ALL
	47,000,000 


	52,000,000


	10% more than 2015


	10% more than 2016


	10% more than 2016


Source: Ministry of Interior 

Allocation of resources - Juvenile justice

Table 19: Required budget for the implementation of the National strategy on Juvenile Justice and the Action Plan 2018 – 2021, in ALL
	DESCRIPTION
	Budget foreseen for 2018 - 2021

	Objectives, activities
	2018
	2019
	2020
	 2021
	TOTAL

	Objective 1: Guarantee children’s access to justice
	2,020,060.00
	9,241,860.00
	8,751,800.00
	8,541,800.00
	28,555,520.00

	Objective 2: Ensure fair trial for children
	7,956,198.00
	115,820,225.50
	163,758,187.50
	162,524,200.00
	450,058,811.00

	Objective 3: Prevent re-involvement of children in delinquency
	0.00
	9,860,956.00
	8,729,064.00
	8,729,064.00
	27,319,084.00

	Objective 4: 
Re-socialisation, reintegration and rehabilitation of children in contact or in conflict with the law
	30,227,901.00
	48,442,749.00
	48,442,749.00
	43,535,229.00
	170,648,628.00

	Objective 5: Strengthening inter-institutional collaboration on justice for children
	1,188,480.00
	1,188,480.00
	1,188,480.00
	1,188,480.00
	4,753,920.00

	TOTAL (1+2+3+4+5)
	41,392,639.00
	184,554,270.50
	230,870,280.50
	224,518,773.00
	681,335,963.00


Source: Ministry of Justice 

Table 20: Financing sources and financial gap by objective for the National Strategy on Juvenile Justice and the Action Plan 2018 – 2021, in ALL
	Description
	Financed by
	
	Financial gap

	Objectives, activities
	Government
	Donors
	Total
	Funds 

	Objective 1: Guarantee children’s access to justice
	25,165,520.00
	0.00
	25,165,520.00
	3,390,000.00

	Objective 2: Ensure fair trial for children
	447,077,171.00
	1,107,000.00
	448,184,171.00
	1,874,640.00

	Objective 3: Prevent re-involvement of children in delinquency
	326,832.00
	0.00
	326,832.00
	26,992,252.00

	Objective 4: Re-socialization, reintegration and rehabilitation of children in contact or in conflict with the law
	120,911,604.00
	0.00
	120,911,604.00
	49,737,024.00

	Objective 5: Strengthening inter-institutional collaboration on justice for children
	4,753,920.00
	0.00
	4,753,920.00
	0.00

	TOTAL (1+2+3+4+5)
	598,235,047.00
	1,107,000.00
	599,342,047.00
	81,993,916.00

	In %
	87.8%
	0.2%
	100.00%
	12.0%


Source: Ministry of Justice 

Table 21: The financial gap divided by objective for the National Strategy on Juvenile Justice and the Action Plan 2018 – 2021
	Objective/Specific Objective 
	In % within the Objective 
	In % against the total 
	Funding needs (in ALL)
	Funding needs as % within the objective

	Objective 1: Guarantee children’s access to justice

	Total-Objective 1
	100.0%
	4.2%
	3,390,000.00
	100.0%

	Objective 2: Ensure fair trial for children

	Total-Objective 2
	100.0%
	66.1%
	1,874,640.00
	0.0%

	Objective 3: Prevent re-involvement of children in delinquency

	Total-Objective 3
	100.0%
	4.0%
	26,992,252.00
	100.0%

	Objective 4: Re-socialization, reintegration and rehabilitation of children in contact or in conflict with the law

	Total-Objective 4
	100.0%
	25.0%
	49,737,024.00
	100.0%

	Objective 5: Strengthening inter-institutional collaboration on justice for children

	Total-Objective 5
	100.0%
	0.7%
	0.00
	

	Total-Action Plan (ALL)
	681,335,963.00
	100.00%
	81,993,916.00
	

	Total Action Plan (Euro)
	5,122,826.79
	
	616,495.61
	

	
	
	
	12.3%
	


Source: Ministry of Justice 

Table 22: Budget for other institutions under the Ministry of Justice working with children

	Item 
	Period
	Budget 

	Approved budget of the Albanian Adoption Committee [annual]
	2012-2018 period 
	92.208.540 ALL*

	Institute for Minors in Kavaja
	Annually 
	74,248,000 ALL


Source: Ministry of Justice 

*Also under social protection 

Annex 2.1.3. Corruption 

Table 23: Data on recorded criminal offences of corruption and persons prosecuted 

	
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017

	Recorded criminal offences
	432
	458
	684
	907
	970
	1103

	Persons prosecuted
	664
	709
	1136
	1335
	1431
	1428

	Detained/arrested
	82
	114
	182
	387
	311
	261


Source: Ministry of Internal Affairs 
Annex 2.1.4. Independent monitoring

Table 24: Selected activities carried out by Ombudsperson in the field of children’s rights 
	2012

	Special Report Poverty and the Contribution of the Economic Assistance Program in its Reduction submitted to the Parliament of Albania on 24.07.2012.
Special Report Problems of the Roma community during the first six months of 2012, and their handling by the Ombudsperson.
Meeting at the Ombudsperson Regional Office with children beneficiaries of the services of SOS Children's Villages in Shkodra Region on the National Day of Children in order to become acquainted with relevant institutions protecting their rights.
An agreement was signed with one of the main organizations working on the protection and promotion of the rights of orphaned children "National Institute for the Integration of Albanian Orphans” to support and cooperate with Ombudsperson in this field.  
For the International Day of Human Rights Ombudsperson received 12 children of the Shkodra district affected by blood feuds. 

The most vulnerable children, most notably orphaned children, children in street situation and increasingly children isolated due to blood feud were priorities of the Ombudsperson in 2012. 

	2013

	Special Report on the phenomenon of blood feud submitted to the Parliament in January 2013.
Special Report on the rights of orphan children, including children placed in residential social care institutions as well as on child labor exploitation was submitted to the Parliament in May 2013.
Ombudsperson organized a two-day conference titled "Together for Human Rights" in December, which included sessions on the rights of the vulnerable children. 

In October, the Ombudsperson organized a roundtable to present recommendations on improving the situation of the Roma minority.

Recommendations were submitted to the Ministry of Education to ensure the integration of Roma children at all levels of education.

Ten staff of Ombudspersons’ Office attended the training organized by Save the Children on children rights. 

	2014

	Recommendation Preparing and submitting for approval to the Council of Ministers the "New National Action Plan to Combat Trafficking of Human Beings" and the "Action Plan on Trafficking of Children and the Protection of Children, Victims of Trafficking" was submitted. 

The ombudsperson continued with the inspections in all residential centers, children's homes, baby homes and development centers for children with disabilities and made the recommendations to improve the institution’s infrastructure and fully implement the social care standards. 

Special Report on the follow-up, analysis and evidence of the causes that have affected the increase of requests for asylum by Albanian citizens in the Schengen member states was prepared and sent to Albanian Parliament for review [The report addresses the challenges encountered by Schengen area countries with asylum seekers from Albania, ascertaining and analysing data and reasons put forth in asylum applications by Albanian citizens, including unaccompanied children, etc.].

Several activities were organized as part of the DANIDA supported project “Support of Denmark for bringing the Albanian Ombudsman closer to local communities, civil society and the media (2012-2015).", including: 

· projects of six NGO cooperating with Ombudsperson were financed, including two studies of the NGO Partners for Children (Study on the Albanian Education Service” and “Study on the Albanian Health Service). 
· a cycle of 14 training sessions was organized aiming to increase local government awareness of human rights, including children’s rights. 
· An annual conference was organized, in collaboration with civil society, on the rights of minorities,

· Periodical magazine of the institution was published. 

In September 2014, three representatives of the Ombudsman’s Office participated in the CRONSEE Network Annual Conference in Belgrade on the topic: "The economic crisis: How are services for children survivor? What do the Ombudsmen do?", which concluded with a joint declaration of the South East Europe Children's Ombudsperson Network “Investing for children is an investment for the future."
In the Annual Report, the Ombudsman recommended local government units to allocated adequate funds to cover transport costs of school children, particularly those living in rural areas. 

	2015

	A recommendation was addressed to the Chairmen of the 12 District Councils on strengthening and rebuilding child rights units in the district councils to fulfill the child’s best interest.  
A recommendation was addressed to the Ministry of Education, Sports and Youth on taking measures for the exclusion of school children from electoral activities of different electoral subjects during class hours to guarantee the protection of their rights.  

A recommendation was addressed to the Ministry of Education, Sports and Youth on taking measures for the appointment of a psychologist or social worker in the schools of the village of Lazarat, Gjirokastër and on measures and short-term and long-term plans against the segregation of Roma and Egyptian children in the neighborhood of Morava, Berat.

A special report on the child exploitation for labor in Albania was prepared by Save the Children in cooperation with the Ombudsperson. The key findings were presented at the annual National Conference in 2015. 

The study on Education Services in Albania was prepared in cooperation with the NGO "Children's Partners" [aiming to ensure quality education for all citizens, highlighting drop-outs by street children, children isolated by blood feuds and others living in extreme poverty].
As part of the end-year celebration children in the Pediatrics ward at the “Mother Theresa” University Medical Center received gifts and treats through voluntary donations of the staff of the institution. 

Magazine No. 12 of the Ombudsman was dedicated to "Child Labor in Albania (improvement of the legal and institutional framework).

	2016

	Special Reports were prepared:
➢ On the Rights of Children in Public Residential Care Institutions - orphanages and baby homes 

➢ With the voice of children deprived of liberty

Activities on Children’s Day on 1st of June were organized. 
In December 2016, the Ombudsperson’s Office signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the non-governmental organization (NGO) Save the Children, for the implementation of the project “Children Keeping Children Safe”, supported by the Swedish Embassy. The aim of the MOU is to strengthen the capacities of the Ombudsperson’s Office, as well as children themselves, in the field of monitoring their rights.

	2017

	Drafting and launching of the report "Voice of Youth in Albania”.
Annual Conference "Do not Leave Anyone Behind! Protection, Equality and Empowerment for All ", focusing on the rights of women, children, vulnerable groups and migrant persons. 
The Ombudsperson, together with the "16+" Youth Group, initiated "I choose to give love to my peers" campaign, the main purpose of which was to promote solidarity and volunteering in children. The event will be followed by a series of activities involving children, including drafting of the Communications Strategy with children, in order to increase their confidence in the role of the Ombudsperson in guaranteeing their rights.
In one of the schools in the capital promotional activities on children's rights were organized. 
In cooperation with the Terre des Hommes organization, the Ombudsman organized a workshop with 28 CSOs working in the field of child rights protection across the country in 2017, in order to coordinate the work in the implementation of advocacy plans for the promotion and protection of children's rights in Albania.

Ombudsperson contributed to the drafting of two key documents of the European Network of Ombudsperson's for Children (ENOC) on sexuality education and protection of the rights of children on the move and will monitor the process of the implementation of the both document’s recommendations at the national level.

	2018

	Consultation with children regarding the draft document/guidance On the cooperation between the Ombudsman, children and civil society.
Awareness raising event was organized in June in the Municipality of Bulqiza titled Stop child labor exploitation.


Source: Ombudsperson 

Table 25: Number of child rights cases address by Ombudsperson 
	Year
	No. of cases treated by the Ombudsperson 

	2012


	Approximately 50 child rights cases (excluding the thematic inspections of the mechanism on torture)

	2013


	25 child rights cases (October-December 2013)

	2014
	100 child rights, 23 cases were initiated

	2015
	136 child rights cases, 19 of them concluded with recommendations, while 37 have been closed with positive solutions or clarifications.

49 cases involving children 's rights were initiated 

11 inspections were carried out at residential or public day care centers for children

	2016
	150 child rights cases, 61 initiated cases and 30 recommendations.

	2017
	85 child rights cases (however, initiatives targeted and reached much higher number of children) 

163 complaints, requests or inspections (in public residential care institutions for children, special schools, institute for children with disabilities), out of which, 44 cases were addressed positively or clarified without recommendation, 68 with recommendations, including cases of children in conflict with the law (of which 44 are under review, 23 were received by the administration and two rejected).

	2018
	N/a


Source: Ombudsperson 
Annex 2.1.5. Dissemination, awareness-raising and training 

Awareness raising on children’s rights
A range of awareness-raising activities on children’s rights have been organised by the various institutions. Selected are presented below:
2013/2014

My Day, My Rights

In the framework of the International Children's Festival on the 1st of June, activity "My Day, My Rights" was organised to raise awareness on children’s rights and their right to be heard. As part of the action, the Parliamentary Committee on Labor, Social Affairs and Health held a hearing with children, during which children raised their concerns on the protection of their rights and participation in decision-making processes relevant for them. 
2015

NO to the exploitation of children

On the World Day Against Child Labor in June 2015, 100 volunteers and social activists raised their voices to say NO to the exploitation of children. This civic awareness campaign was organized by the NACRP in cooperation with the State Social Service, Tirana Police Directorate, Child Protection Units and a number of CSOs.
End of year festivity for children in street situation 

In December 2015, the National Agency for Child Rights Protection and the Ministry of Social Welfare and Youth in cooperation with civil society organizations working with children organized a festive activity with children who are or were in a street situation. The activity was full of recitations, songs, and dancing performed by children. At the end of the event, Alo! Foundation! Distributed 150 gifts to children. 

National Mobilization Campaign on Children’s Rights and Child Protection

In 2016, a three-month national campaign was carried out in partnership of National Agency for Child Rights Protection, the Ministry of Social Welfare and Youth and NGOs, with the goal to inform and raise the awareness of the public and professionals on children’s rights, supportive community for children and their rights and contribute to prevention of violence and abuse against children. The slogan of the National Mobilization Plan was #IProtecttheChildren. As part of the plan, the awareness of the general public on denouncing and reporting cases of violence against children was raised. 
Consultations with children on the National Mobility Plan # UnëMbrojFëmijët

With the support of World Vision, the consultation with 482 children representing children's groups was organised in four municipalities, with the aim to collect their contribution and recommendations on the child protection mechanism, on the concept and activities of the National Mobility Plan # UnëMbrojFëmijët and their expectations on children’s rights.   

No children on the street for work and begging

In 2015 and 2016, the National Agency for the Child Rights Protection organized more than a year-long awareness raising Campaign tattled No children on the street for work and begging in the city of Tirana. 107 volunteers from the Faculty of Social Sciences and Regional Directorate of Public Professional Trainings contributed to the implementation of the campaign. The campaign was organised in the framework of the Action Plan "On the identification and protection of children in street situation”. The aim of the campaign was to raise citizens' awareness of the exploitation of child labour in street situations. The information sheets and other awareness-raising activities, including among the employees in Tirana city, on reporting the cases of exploited children were disseminated. The information campaigns on parental responsibilities, penalties for non-compliance and on services provided to children and families in street situation were also carried out in Roma communities in the Shkoza, Lake, Transitory Emergency Centers in Tufina, Lumi River and the Kamza Institute.
2016

International Day of Children in Street Situation

An event was organised on the International Day of Children in Street Situation by the Ministry of Social Welfare and Youth, in cooperation with the National Agency for the Child Rights Protection, the Municipality of Tirana and the Network of Children in Street Situation organized. The aim of the event was to introduce a network of organizations providing services in their day care centres to help children in street situation and to raise awareness on their rights. Organisations set up stands, where they promoted their services. The banners and leaflets were also used as information material. 

Safe internet days 
NACRP developed various activities in the framework of Safe Internet Days. For example, during the national forum Internet we want, a draft resolution, which included children and parents' advice on what Internet they want in Albania, was presented. Discussions were organized in the media and schools on the risks that may arise from the use of the Internet as well as some on the measures parents can apply to protect children from such risks.
“Within the project “Respecting and Protecting Victims of Human Trafficking by Local Law Enforcement Agencies”, funded by the US Embassy / Office of Public Relations, Office of the National Coordinator to fight Human Trafficking in cooperation with the Psycho-Social Center "Vatra", conducted during October - December 2017, 3 trainings with State Police structures and prosecutors of 8 districts: Vlora, Berat, Gjirokastra, Kukes, Fier, Durres, Shkodra and Korça. Participants in training attended by local law enforcement agencies, such as employees from the Division for Investigation of Illegal Trafficking, Border Police and Migration, Public Order Structures, Judicial Police Officers and District Prosecutors. The training focused on new amendments to the Criminal Code and Criminal Procedure Code, investigating human trafficking cases and identifying victims and potential victims of trafficking under the Standard Operating Procedures, as well as investigating other offenses. criminal cases related to human trafficking, such as prostitution or children abuse.”
Police for Community Policing
Small grants of 5,000 Euros per grant have been distributed as part of the Albanian State Police for Community Policing Programme (SACP Program), funded by SIDA, to support locally-identified projects that strengthen relations between youth and police, prevent violence, resolve conflicts between children and youth, etc. Several projects addressed one or more aspects of children’s rights, including:
· The project "Resolving conflicts in the school premises through restorative justice", implemented by the "Conflict Resolution and Reconciliation Conflict" Foundation.

· The project "Strengthening cooperation between police and youth to prevent trafficking in human beings", implemented by the Psycho-Social Center "Vatra", Vlora.

· The project "Blue uniforms are my best security and friends", implemented by the "Center".
· Project "Say Your Word", implemented by "Aksion Plus".

· The project "Together we can fight drugs", implemented by the Center for Education and Civic Participation.

· The project "Police is public and public is police" implemented by Roma Active Albania organization.

· The "Children's Police Academy" project, developed in the nine-year schools "Pjetër Budi" and "Edith Durham".

· The project "Together for Sustainable Communities and Education", implemented by the Focus Center - In Children's Help "in cooperation with the" Association of Women with Social Problems ".
· The project "Prevention of violence and hate speech", in cooperation with "Citizens' Center".

16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence was carried out as part of the SACP Program, in Tirana, Elbasan, Shkodra, Fier and Korça, awareness-raising activities have been conducted in 12 high schools with pupils of grades I and II, About 1,200 students were reached. 
Several other awareness-raising activities on different aspects of children’s rights were carried out by Ombudsperson, Commissioner on Prevention of Discrimination, CSOs, and particularly within schools. Some of them are referenced in the report.
Trainings organised for various professional groups working with and for children
National Agency for Child Rights Protection 

Several trainings were organised for the professional groups working with and for children based on UNCRC. Selected include: 
2012-2014

· Two-day training in all 12 counties for local actors on the new national policies for the realization of children's rights, including on the Action Plan for Children Rights 2012-2015, the social inclusion policies, the Law On the Protection of Children's Rights and five by-laws. In total, 430 representatives of local administration were trained, out of which 265 were representatives of regional institutions (Directorate of Public Health District, Regional Education Directorate of SSS Regional Office, Regional Police Directorate, Labor Offices, Prefectures), 90 Child Protection Unit and 75 representatives from NGOs providing community services for children.

· In 2013-2014, NACRP organised several activities in cooperation with the partners to strengthen the capacities of the mechanisms at the local level regarding the protection of children, but also on various topics, such as registration of unregistered children, case management of children at risk, working with street children, specialized services for the protection of children from sexual abuse and multidisciplinary work on protection of children. The trainings targeted professionals from various fields, including police, prosecutor’s office, social services, labor offices, non-governmental organizations, etc., Around 250 professionals were trained. Similar activities have also been implemented by non-governmental organizations. 

2015

· CPUs reported attendance in several trainings and activities aiming to improve the skills and capacities of the CPUs, local actors and representatives of the organizations that cooperate with them. This includes trainings on the working with children in street situation (mainly for CPUs in municipalities of Tirana, Elbasan, Durres, Fier), on institutional cooperation on case management, sexual abuse, domestic violence, trafficking in children, etc. 

· With the support of ICITAP and Save the Children a training on Standard Procedures to be followed in cases of sexual violence against children, where beneficiaries were police, prosecution, healthcare workers, etc. were organised. 
· The Ministry of Social Welfare and Youth in cooperation with the UNICEF, the Terre des hommes and the Faculty of Social Sciences developed three-year course “On the Protection of Children" (2013-2016). The aim of the course was to improve the knowledge and capacities of employees working in the field of child protection in Albania. More than 85 professionals attended the course (employees of CPUs, school psychologists/social workers, police officers, employees of residential institutions, day care centers, employees of the National Agency on Child Rights Protection, social workers and case managers from NGOs, etc.). 
2016

· In the municipalities of Tirana, Durrës, Korçë, Shkodër and Vlorë the trainings for field teams were organised in cooperation with the ARSIS organization, through which 33 and 110 professionals were trained on the identification and referral of street children in those municipalities. 
· In April - June 2016, trainings were organized in 12 regions of the country on registration of children and family care attended by around 350 professionals.
· Multidisciplinary Technical teams and child protection units in ten regions of Albania were trained on cross-sectoral child protection work, reaching 262 professionals. 
· 11 trainings were conducted for labor inspectors and child protection units on the inspection of child protection standards, reaching 194 professionals. 

· In cooperation with the Terre des Hommes organization 216 trainings were carried on the topic "Cross-cutting work on child protection" in nine municipalities (Kukës, Shkodër, Korçë, Elbasan, Fier, Berat , Lezha, Durrës, Gjirokastra). In total, 225 professionals were trained.
· NACRP, in cooperation with the OSCE Presence in Albania, organized trainings on Presentation of the Guidelines for the identification and referral of children in street situation in the municipalities of Vlora, Shkodra and Korca. In total, 69 individuals were trained.
2017

· The NACRP, in cooperation with the OSCE Presence in Albania, conducted seven trainings for professionals working in child protection in the municipalities of Tirana, Shkodër, Durrës, Fier, Vlora, Elbasan and Korça on protecting children from trafficking and exploitation. The aim was to prepare and inform legal professionals on the protection of children from trafficking and exploitation as well as present them with concrete cases in the case management process. 
· In the framework of the implementation of the National Action Plan for Children in Street Situation 2015 - 2017, trainings on “Childhood Identification and Referral Procedures in Street Situations" and "Case Management Procedures" were organized in the municipalities of Kruja and Kavaja with the support of ARSIS and Save the Children. About 60 professionals working in child protection were trained.
2018

· In June, the Academy for Children Workers was organized in cooperation with the World Vision. The aim of the Academy was to continuously strengthen and adapt the capacities of the child protection structures in municipalities and administrative units to the news Law 18/2017 Law and No.121/2016 subordinated legal framework adopted for its implementation, the Juvenile Justice Code 2018 and the Family Code. The training reached 77 participants. The telephone numbers of child protection workers in the municipalities and administrative units where the World Vision organization operates was distributed during the training. 
· The NACRP, in collaboration with the CPUs, organized meetings with students and teachers to present the "No Silence" brochure in several 9-year schools in Tirana.

Ministry of Education, Sport and Youth
There has been an average of 30 trainings a year, involving more than 10,000 teachers annually. For new competency-based curricula, 12,500 teachers were trained in 2015 and 14,910 teachers in 2016. In 2016, 193 school principals were trained on School Principal Standards, and in 2017, about 1.900 school children. Training packages were prepared for the school level coordinators and RED for teachers and school bodies. 26 trainings were organized for 120 school community coordinators at the regional Education Directorate/Educational office level and at school level in 12 districts of the country. 26 training sessions were organized to build the capacities of around 100 schools boards (parents, teachers, pupils, other community representatives) and boards of school children's community centres in 12 districts of the country.
Accredited modules for teacher’s trainings cover topics related to human and child rights, school violence, bullying, online safety, gender equality, disability issues, inclusiveness, environmental education, sexual education, LGBT, etc. Each year, a nationwide seminar on the training of diaspora teachers is organized, with an average of 140 teachers attending the training. Each year trainings are organized for 150 textbook evaluators. 

The subject civic education, taught in pre-university education (grades 1-10), is integrating the following principles of human rights, respect for others and diversity and peaceful settlement of conflicts. Training system reform and in particular teacher qualifications are being implemented in order to improve their capacities on sensitive issues, such as ethnic diversity and the fight against violence. Human rights and code of ethics for teachers in pre-university education are part of compulsory qualification programs for teachers after 5, 10 and 20 years in the teaching process. 

Selected trainings on trafficking and exploitation include: 

· The MASR in cooperation with IOM and the Ministry of the Interior trained about 200 teachers of History, and Education for the Society in Korça, Shkodra, Vlora and Tirana in 2017/2018 on teaching topics or organization of activities related to violence, exploitation and trafficking in human beings. 

· In February-March 2017, about 180 teachers were trained in using a "Curriculum for Preventing Trafficking in Human Beings", which serves mainly teachers of "Citizen" and "Education for Society", but also tutors of all psycho-social service providers in all pre-university education institutions, to include information, awareness raising and sensitizing topics on trafficking, abuse, violence and exploitation of human beings.  
State Social Services  

Table 26: Training sessions organised by the SSS for social care institutions 

	
	Number of sessions
	Number of participants reaches
	Participants 

	2014
	14
	170
	Staff of SCIs and Regional Directorates (social workers, psychologists, guardians, educators), local government employees

	2015
	20
	72
	Social workers, psychologists, guardians, educators at Children’s Home

	2016
	15
	150 
	SCI specialists, guardians

	2017
	13
	178 
	All SCIs


Source: State Social Services
Ministry of Internal Affairs
State Police has an established tradition of trainings on various aspects of children’s rights for its personnel. Every year, the annual State Police training plan is approved by the order of the General Director of Police, which addressed the training needs of different police sections. Below are selected trainings carried out in the reporting period:
· Two-week training for trainers on the topic Investigation of sexual violence against minors, with 12 police officers trained as well as employees of the prosecutor's office, healthcare, etc.

· One-day seminar on Interviewing children victims of sexual abuse in the legal context, with nine police officers trained. 

· One-day training on Treatment of minors in the pre-investigation phase, with 41 police officers trained.
· One-day seminars on Interviewing techniques and appropriate treatment of minors in police facilities when they are suspected, witnessed or victim of a criminal offense, where 63 police officers were trained. 
· One-day seminar on The fight against trafficking in human beings. challenges and solutions, where 216 police officers were trained. 
· A one-day seminar on Preliminary investigations for minors, where five police officers were trained.

· One-day training on familiarity with legislative changes in domestic violence and the protection of victims, with 214 police officers trained.
· Two-day training on How to respond to domestic violence, where 216 police officers were trained.

· Two-Day Training on Measures against domestic violence. Role of state police in law enforcement and coordinated response mechanisms against domestic violence, where 90 police officers were trained.
· Two-day training on Fight against domestic violence, where 133 police officers were trained. 

· As part of the (Albanian-Swedish) program "Strengthening the capacities of law enforcement agencies and Albanian courts to meet international human rights standards for juvenile justice - a comprehensive chain of justice approach" the curricula for training and specialization of police officers dealing with children was developed. In the period January-June 2018, four two-weeks training sessions were organized on the investigation of juvenile offenses. 180 police officers benefited from the training. 
· Respect for human rights is included in all police training programs at the High Police College (six-hours human rights theme) and education programs at the Faculty of Security and Investigation (the subject Human Rights has 3 ECTS and 75 lessons), as well as in all curricula of continuous training of employees. Topics related to the respect of human rights and freedoms are included in other subjects such as police legislation, public safety, techniques and tactics of question, special investigative methods, police proceedings, organized crime and terrorism, information and analysis, etc. 
· The Office of the National Coordinator on the Fights against Trafficking in Persons, in cooperation with the OSCE Presence and the National Agency for the Protection of Children's Rights, between March and May 2017, held 8 trainings titled "Raising the knowledge on concepts and related procedures on the protection of children at risk and those trafficked and/or exploited". The local child protection structures and 240 children participated at the training. 
· The Office of the National coordinator for fight against trafficking in persons held, in cooperation with the Vatra Psycho-Social Center, two forums in the districts of Vlora and Gjirokastra on the topics "Albanian anti-trafficking legislation and national policies in protection of victims/possible victims of trafficking" and "Together we can stop trafficking”. The forums were attended by 133 students and professors from the University "Ismail Qemali" Vlora and "Eqrem Çabej" Gjirokastra.

· In the framework of the implementation of the second phase of the regional project "Fight against Trafficking in Human Beings and Organized Crime", the National coordinator for combating trafficking in persons and Anti-Trafficking Directorate in cooperation with ICMPD and RAT, prepared cycles of seminars to assist coastal tourist resorts to prevent and combat trafficking in human beings. 74 representatives of the hotel and hospitality associations and hospitality services, labor inspectorate and labor offices participated in the seminars.

· Trainings were held on how to improve the protection system for vulnerable refugee women, attended by 206 employees, including on the concrete steps that should be taken by local authorities to provide protection services. The training aimed at strengthening the capacities of representatives of local institutions in order to improve the process of identifying, referring and protecting vulnerable migration groups, coordinating key local actors involved in providing security services, and strengthening co-operation between the structures responsible for identification and referral to those responsible for protection and integration.  

General Department of Prisons
During 2012 - 2018, trainings on human rights and treatment of detained/arrested individuals were organized and developed in continuation. The trainings were attended by some 585 police officers. The topics covered, include human rights, in particular the rights of children and their treatment during the preliminary investigation phase, appropriate treatment of detainees in the police premises, human treatment of escorted, detained and arrested individuals in police premises and State Police standards and prevention of torture and respect of human rights of accompanying persons, detainees and arrestees in the police premises. Below is the list of selected trainings with a relevance for children’s rights:
2013

· Two-day training organized in cooperation with the Albanian Center for Trauma and Torture Rehabilitation at the Academy of Security premises with a group of 25 police officers of public-interest/public order structures on "Human treatment of escorted, detained and arrested individuals in police premises and state police standards".

· One-day training, organized in cooperation with the European Institute of Tirana, with 50 representatives of medical field, psychologist, law enforcement chiefs and security room officers on the topic "Guarantees provided by Albanian and police legislation for the health and psychological treatment of detainees/arrestees in the police premises".

2014

· One-day training developed by the Department of Security at the Police Training Center targeting 60 police officers of public order structures on the topic "Recognition, respecting and guaranteeing the rights of escorted persons and respecting the rights of detainees and arrestees from the general patrol service."
· One-day training, organized in cooperation with the Albanian Helsinki Committee, reaching 130 police officers on "The prevention and elimination of the practice of torture, violence and ill-treatment against persons deprived of their liberty in police facilities".
· Two-day training, organized by the Council of Europe reaching 30 police officers on the adequate treatment of detainees/arrestees in police facilities ".
· Two-day training organized in cooperation with the European Institute of Tirana for training groups of 20 employees at DPC Tirana, Durres and Elbasan on the topic "Prevention of torture and respect for human rights, accompanying persons, detainees and arrestees in police premises".
· In 2014-2017, a project focusing on strengthening the institutional capacities of Vlora and Lezha penitentiary institutions on the rehabilitation and reintegration of juveniles in conflict with the law was implemented with the support of the Netherlands Helsinki Committee and the Netherlands General Directorate of Prisons, through which 20 experts working directly with juveniles were trained on contemporary juvenile reintegration programs, such as YOU-TURN and EQUIP. Around 30 juveniles were involved in employment activities and vocational trainings organized in cooperation with the staff. The project will continue in 2017-2020.

· Since 2014, four modules have been designed and approved with General Director's Orders No. 11547, 11548, 11549 and 11550 in October 2014, on strengthening the rehabilitation and reintegration of the most vulnerable categories in the prison system, in order to provide efficient services and set the standards for prisoners' treatment. The models were used in trainings of social worker, with the aim to enhance their knowledge and skills in cooperation with the relevant institutions, in order to address the reintegration issues of such categories, based on their specific needs. 
2015

· One-day training organized by the Commissioner for Protection from Discrimination on the content of the Law "On Protection from Discrimination".
· Two-day training, organized at the premises of the Private Business University, in cooperation with the People's Advocate on the topic: "The right of a person's security and detention in the Republic of Albania, according to domestic legislation and standards of the Human Rights Court".
2016

· Two-day training at the Security Academy, reaching 75 officers on the topic: "Standard rules and procedures for laying and administering data for escorted and detained/arrested persons in the ADAM system and the rules/standards of accompaniment, their rights and their treatment by the State Police"
· June 2016 the conference was organised on observing human rights in the prison system and on addressing future problems, with the participants from various institution, including NGOs, state institutions and Ombudsman Office. The raised issues were the need for implementation of the alternative measures, reduction of the detention terms and the pre-release and post-release rehabilitation. 
· In 2016, with support of Save the Children, the Council of Europe Guidelines on Child-Friendly Justice were translated into Albanian, followed by the awareness raising and information campaign at the IEVPs targeting 54 juveniles, and 60 security personnel working with this category of children. 

2018

· In January and February 2018, and Order (no.344) and four information sessions were delivered to the security and civil staff working with juveniles in IEVPs on fulfilling the penitentiary system obligations deriving from this Code. 

School of Magistrate
The School of Magistrate is a public institution with administrative, academic and financial autonomy specialized in the recruitment and training of judges and prosecutors has been operating in Albania since 1997. Training programs organized by School are developed according to the three-year calendar and updated each year. They include topics referring to international acts ratified by the Republic of Albania. The School carried a range of trainings targeting judges and prosecutors on children in conflict with the law. 

Table 27: Trainings organised by the School of Magistrate
	Year
	Number and duration
	No. of judges
	No. of prosecutors
	Others

	2012


	11 trainings in total: of which 6 - two days, and 5 - one day
	97
	27
	71

	2013


	12 trainings in total: of which 10 - two days, and 2 - one day
	198
	26
	62

	2014
	17 two day trainings
	325
	52
	53

	2015
	20 trainings in total: of which 15 - two days ,and 5 - one day
	378
	59
	52

	2016
	19 trainings in total: of which 8 - two days, and 11 - one day
	302
	47
	68

	2017
	16 trainings in total: of which 9 - two days, 7 - one day
	253
	135
	55

	2018 [July]
	12 trainings in total:  of which 11 - two days, 1 - one day
	95
	91
	31

	Total 
	107
	1648
	437
	392


Source: School of Magistrate
Annex 2.2: General principles
Annex 2.2.1. Non-Discrimination 
Recommendations issued by Commissioner for Protection from Discrimination

List of Recommendations of the Commissioner for Protection from Discrimination on the laws and strategies related to children’s rights:
· Recommendation on the Law No. 69/2012, dated 21.06.2012 “On pre-university education system in the Republic of Albania”;
· Recommendations on the drafting of the Action Plan for Children 2012-2015;
· Recommendations to the working group established with Prime Minister Order No. 52, dated 23. 04. 2012 “On the establishment of the inter-institutional working group on the drafting of bylaws, pursuant to Law No. 10 221, dated 04. 02, 2010 “On protection from discrimination”;
· Recommendations on amendments to the Code of Broadcast 2014;
· Recommendations on the draft-law “On protection of Child Rights” in 2016;
· Recommendation on the implementation of broadcast legislation on women and children-centered news broadcasting in 2016;
· Recommendations on “National Agenda on Child Rights 2016-2020”;
· Letter with Protocol No. 757, dated 11.09.2014, sent to the Ministry of Education and Sports, at the beginning of the academic year 2014-2015 on the enrolment, dissemination and school attendance by Roma and Egyptian children in the pre-university education system;
· The letter with Protocol No. 462, dated 06.09.2013, submitted to the Ministry of Education and Science and the Ministry of Finance with the recommendation on taking urgent measures to approve the joint instruction between the Ministry of Education and Science and the Ministry of Finance to ensure compensation for textbook prices in the 2013-2014 academic year in the pre-university education system, with the aim to prevent discriminatory situations for vulnerable students, such as Roma and Egyptian children and other students in financial difficulties. The recommendation was re-submitted to the Ministry of Education and Sports with letter Protocol No. 462/1, dated 23.09.2013.
· The letter with Protocol No. 461, dated 05.09.2013 regarding the situation of selected groups of students and to ensure equal opportunities for the education for all children has been submitted to 14 Regional Education Directorates, accompanied with relevant recommendations on measures to fight discrimination related to the right to education in the pre-university education system. 
· Recommendation on necessary measures to fight discrimination in the field of the right to education submitted to the Ministry of Education and Sports, including on issues of enrolment, dissemination and school attendance by Roma and Egyptian children in the 2015-2016 academic year. 
· The recommendation regarding children in residential institutions sent in April 2018 to the State Social Service and children’s homes on handling cases with flexibility when parents/legal guardians seek to temporarily take the children from residential institutions. The CPD has estimated that parents cannot be prevented to temporarily take their children from residential centers, even if they cannot prove the improvement of the socio-economic status. In these cases, the best interest of the child should be taken into consideration on a case-by-case basis.
· The recommendation sent to the Ministry of Education and Sports in August 2018 on taking measures to guarantee, without discrimination and within the effective deadlines, the right to education of children with disabilities through inclusive pre-university education as well as taking measures to ensure protection against discrimination of girls with disabilities as well as all children with disabilities belonging to disadvantaged groups, such as children with disabilities from Roma and Egyptian communities, children with disabilities from poor families. These categories of children are at risk of experiencing more severe discriminatory situations as a result of the interaction or overlap of more than one protection cause. 
Discrimination against Roma and Egyptian

Table 28: Measures and achievement under the National Strategy on the Roma and Egyptian (2017)
	Measure
	Total
	Girls 
	Boys
	Roma 
	Egyptian
	Urban
	Rural

	Exclusion of Roma and Egyptian children from financial fees for preschool and compulsory education
	511
	219
	292
	
	
	
	

	Attending support classes in the upper classes (5-9) for children with learning difficulties, including Roma and Egyptians
	509 Roma and Egyptian children with learning difficulties
	260
	199
	199
	310
	429
	80

	Free textbooks for Roma and Egyptian girls and boys (for compulsory education and with donor support for secondary education
	10,957

(2016: 8,478)
	4,832
	6,125
	3,895
	7,062
	8,801
	2,156

	Free transportation to school over 2 km away from home and crossing municipal/commune lines
	174
	83
	91
	118
	56
	
	

	Identification of Roma and Egyptian girls and boys who are absent in pre-school and compulsory education to ensure their registration
	114
	44
	70
	56
	58
	
	

	Referral of families of children who abandon or are in danger of abandoning compulsory education to social protection or other support services
	145 families of children dropping out of schools referred to social protection
	
	
	118 Roma families
	27 Egyptian families
	
	


Source: Ministry of Health and Social Protection 
Other measures included (data for 2017): 

· A database for pre-school and compulsory children (including Roma and Egyptians), in cooperation with the Ministry of Interior, the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Social Welfare and Youth, civil society and other stakeholders.

· 2,555 door-to-door visits were carried out by psychologists, social workers or teaching assistants of Roma and Egyptian families with Roma and Egyptian parents in their settlements on importance of the compulsory education.
· 10,258 Roma and Egyptians received information (including on physical, mental and reproductive health, STDs, immunization of children 0-14, drug use, etc.) (5,285 females and 4,973 males; 5,779 Roma and 4,479 Egyptians).
· Civil society organizations provided technical support to 235 children born abroad in Roma and Egyptian communities to obtain necessary registration documents. 

· 427 Roma and Egyptians children were identified as unregistered during 2017.
· Provision of free legal aid for judicial proceedings concerning: a) children born out of hospitals and those with incorrect information registered in Albania or abroad; b) custody of children subsequently registered children and in the case of divorce; c) other complex cases. There is no data on this measure for 2017.

· Provision of free court-authorized psychologist services for Roma and Egyptians in need in court proceedings, such as divorce, child custody, restraining orders, parental responsibility, and children in conflict with the law.

Annex 2.2.2. Right to life, survival and development
Blood feuds 
Table 29: Persecution and sentencing of crimes related to blood feuds 

	Criminal Offense
	Judged
	Punishment

	
	Convicted
	Innocent
	Ceased
	Fine
	Up to 2 yrs
	2-5 yrs
	5-10 yrs
	10-25 yrs
	25 – 35 yrs
	Life - sentenced

	2012

	Article 78 / a - Murder for blood feuds
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Article 83/a - Serious threat to retaliation or blood revenge
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Article 83 / b - Promotion of blood feuds
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	2013

	Article 78 / a - Murder for blood feuds
	0
	0
	0
	0
	 
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Article 83/a - Serious threat to retaliation or blood revenge
	2
	0
	0
	0
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Article 83 / b - Promotion of blood feuds
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	2014

	Article 78 / a - Murder for blood feuds
	26
	3
	1
	0
	2
	2
	8
	14
	0
	6

	Article 83/a - Serious threat to retaliation or blood revenge
	3
	0
	0
	0
	3
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Article 83 / b - Promotion of blood feuds
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	2015

	Article 78 / a - Murder for blood feuds
	13
	0
	1
	0
	1
	0
	2
	6
	2
	2

	Article 83/a - Serious threat to retaliation or blood revenge
	1
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Article 83 / b - Promotion of blood feuds
	1
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	2016

	Article 78 / a - Murder for blood feuds
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Article 83/a - Serious threat to retaliation or blood revenge
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Article 83 / b - Promotion of blood feuds
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	2017

	Article 78 / a - Murder for blood feuds
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Article 83/a - Serious threat to retaliation or blood revenge
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Article 83 / b - Promotion of blood feuds
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0


Source: Ministry of Justice 

Table 30: Statistical data on blood feuds reported from State Police
	Region/county
	Families affected by the blood feud
	Self-confined persons
	Children not attending school

	Shkodër
	46
	116
	28

	Malësi e Madhe 
	11
	15
	8

	Lezhë 
	2
	7
	4

	Has
	1
	4
	-

	Kruje
	-
	1
	-

	TOTAL 
	60
	143
	40


Source: Ministry of Internal Affairs
Note: The reported number of families affected by the blood feuds consists of their total number during the evidence made by the State Police structures over the years until the reporting date 30.06.2018.

Table 31: Confined children receiving education at home 

	Academic year
	2013-2014
	2014-2015
	2015-2016
	2016-2017

	Number of children
	15 [8 girls]
	16
	5
	3


Source: Ministry of Education, Sports and Youth
Abortion

Table 32: Number of abortion cases recorded for girls up to 18 years old in public sector 

	Year
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017

	Induced 
	17
	15
	12
	11
	5

	Spontaneous 
	52
	57
	47
	48
	29

	Total
	69
	72
	59
	59
	34


Source: Institute of Public Health, Ministry of Health and Social Protection

Infant mortality rates
Table 33: Infant and maternal mortality rates

	Indicator
	Source
	Year 2013
	Year 2014
	Year 2015
	Year 2016
	Year 2017

	Infant Mortality 
	INSTAT
	7.9
	7.9
	7
	8.7
	8

	Maternal Mortality
	MHSP
	11.8
	3
	10.2
	3.5
	10.9


Table 34: Causes of deaths for children under 1 year /1000 live births 

	Type of diseases
	Year 2014
	Year 2015
	Year 2016
	Year 2017

	Infective 
	0.3
	0.06
	0.2
	0.3

	Respiratory
	0.8
	0.7
	0.7
	1.12

	Gastrointestinal 
	0.2
	0.13
	0.25
	0.1

	Newborn related diseases
	1.8
	2.2
	2.5
	1.34

	Born Anomalies
	2.4
	2.2
	1.2
	1.41

	Other diseases
	0.5
	0.44
	0.6
	0.7

	No Diagnoses
	0.2
	0.1
	0.1
	0

	Sudden illness
	0.3
	0.4
	0.2
	0.2


Source: Institute of Public Health, Ministry of Health and Social Protection 

Annex 2.3: Civil rights and freedoms  
Annex 2.3.1. Birth registration 
Table 35: Number of children registered by civil authorities
	Year
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017
	June 2018

	Number of cases
	312
	296
	530
	515
	701
	631
	 374


Source: Ministry of Internal Affairs

Annex 2.3.2. Access to appropriate information  

Table 36: Cases managed by State Agency on Child Rights Protection related to media reporting on children
	Year 
	2016
	2017

	Cases referred by Agency to child protection structures published by the media 
	120 
	117

	Official complain to Albanian Media Agency 
	9 
	10

	Alerts to media operators regarding the violations found
	20 
	31


Source: State Agency for the Child Rights Protection 

Table 37: Complaints received by the AMA’s Appel Panel on violation of the fundamental principles of children's rights in audio-visual broadcasting
	Period
	No. of complaints* 

	April - May 2016
	10 complaints

	January – December 2017
	11 complaints 

	January - June 2018
	3 complaints


Source: Albanian Media Agency 
*Most of the complaints were submitted by the State Agency for the Protection of Children's Rights, The Ministry of Health and Social Protection, citizens and non-governmental organizations dealing with the protection of children's rights.

Annex 2.4: Violence against children  
Annex 2.4.1. All forms of violence against children, including gender-based violence
Table 38: Data on Child Protection Units and cases handled over the years
	
	Year

2012
	Year

2013
	Year

2014
	Year

2015 
	Year

2016 
	Year

2017

	Official/staff CPU
	49
	154
	196
	202 
	218 
	223

	Information on the operation of the CPU
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Employees who perform the function only as a CPW
	
	
	
	46 
	41 
	45

	Employees who perform the function only as a CPW and social administrator
	
	
	
	 
	94 
	79

	Employees who perform the function only as a CPW and a specialist in domestic violence
	
	
	
	 
	11 
	9

	Employees who perform the function only as a CPW and specialists for people with disabilities
	
	
	
	 
	21 
	30

	Employees who perform the function only as a CPW and gender equality specialists
	
	
	
	 
	15 
	12

	Employees who perform the function only as a CPW and other functions (not included above)
	
	
	
	 
	36 
	46

	Employees who perform the function only as a CPW and unit administrator
	
	
	
	 
	1 
	2

	CPW Profile 
	
	
	
	  
	  
	

	Social worker
	
	
	
	 
	67 
	78

	No information
	
	
	
	 
	66 
	59

	Not Social Worker
	
	
	
	  
	88 
	86

	CPUs that reported cases managed 
	
	
	
	124 
	141 
	133

	CPUs that reported 0 cases 
	
	
	
	72 
	58 
	56

	CPUs that reported at least 1 case
	
	
	
	52 
	83 
	77

	Totally managed cases
	1,333
	1,321
	1,407
	1,403 
	1,352 
	1,650

	Number of new cases
	293
	537
	703
	738 
	722 
	929

	Number of new cases by age group
	
	
	
	
	
	

	0-6 years old 
	
	
	
	251 
	265 
	362

	7-14 years old
	
	
	
	373 
	385 
	477

	15-18 years old
	
	
	
	114 
	72 
	90

	Number of new cases by gender
	
	
	
	  
	  
	

	Female
	
	
	
	394 
	372 
	455

	Male 
	
	
	
	344 
	350 
	474

	Number of new cases by ethnic belonging
	
	
	
	  
	  
	

	Roma  
	
	
	
	200 
	208 
	256

	Egyptian
	
	
	
	160 
	99 
	229

	Number children cases identified / referred to by the stakeholders/actors

	CPU 
	
	
	
	168 
	270 
	327

	Police
	
	
	
	31 
	54 
	101

	NGO
	
	
	
	71 
	115 
	156

	Parent
	
	
	
	73 
	57 
	101

	Child
	
	
	
	4 
	4 
	11

	Educational institution
	
	
	
	106 
	47 
	45

	Health institution
	
	
	
	9 
	2 
	19

	Economic Assistance Administrator
	
	
	
	90 
	55 
	31

	Others
	
	
	
	91 
	118 
	138

	Cases managed by risk level
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Low level
	
	
	
	570 
	475 
	622

	Secondary level
	
	
	
	431 
	634 
	689

	High level
	
	
	
	167 
	186 
	261

	Emergent 
	
	
	
	107 
	57 
	78

	Cases closed by reasons of closure
	
	
	
	
	
	

	The child is over 18 years of age
	
	
	
	49 
	39 
	44

	Reduced risk level, low risk / risk shortage
	
	
	
	137 
	287 
	284

	Child out of danger up to 18 years of age
	
	
	
	33 
	29 
	24

	The child dies
	
	
	
	0 
	0 
	1

	The child is transferred to another residence
	
	
	
	61 
	87 
	145

	Total of closed cases
	
	
	
	285 
	442 
	498

	The number of child attending cases, according to the problems

	Domestic violence 
	
	
	
	155 
	150 
	286

	Trafficking 
	
	
	
	15 
	17 
	15

	Child exploitation 
	
	
	
	285 
	318 
	387

	Financial Problems 
	
	
	
	645 
	588 
	672

	Disability
	
	
	
	29 
	30 
	29

	Non- registered
	
	
	
	35 
	53 
	51

	School Dropout
	
	
	
	72 
	96 
	80

	Other 
	
	
	
	60 
	100 
	130

	Number of children cases followed by type of abuse

	Physical Abuse 
	
	
	
	71 
	104 
	189

	Sexual Abuse 
	
	
	
	26 
	27 
	39

	Psychological Abuse 
	
	
	
	106 
	186 
	290

	Neglect
	
	
	
	352 
	619 
	683

	Cases referred by CPUs to other structures
	
	
	
	272 
	192 
	


Source: State Agency for Child Rights Protection

Table 39: The cases of domestic violence registered in the National System of Domestic Violence

	All cases - since launching of the system
	2016
	2017

	2649
	861
	758


Source: Ministry of Health and Social Welfare

Table 40: Number of Children accommodated in the National Reception Center for Victims of Domestic Violence

	
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017 – March 2018

	Girls
	15
	19
	26
	23
	22
	32

	Boys
	23
	22
	29
	24
	37
	22

	Unaccompanied

children 
	4


	4
	3
	3
	6
	6

	Unaccompanied

children – returned to biological families
	4
	1
	3
	3
	5
	6

	Unaccompanied children referred to other institutions
	0
	4
	0
	0
	1
	0

	Total
	38
	41
	55
	47
	59
	54


Source: State Social Services
Sexual exploitation and abuse 
Table 41: Data on sexual crimes against children reported by State Police
	CRIMINAL OFFENSE

 
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017

	
	Harmed



	
	Up to 18 years of age
	Female
	Up to 18 years of age
	Female
	Up to 18 years of age
	Female
	Up to 18 years of age
	Female
	Up to 18 years of age
	Female
	Up to 18 years of age
	Female

	Sexual or homosexual relations with minors Article 100
	10
	7
	15
	12
	10
	8
	22
	19
	15
	12
	18
	16

	Violent sexual or homosexual intercourse with a minor A.101
	5
	4
	12
	10
	19
	14
	18
	14
	6
	6
	6
	4

	Sexual or homosexual activity with persons who are incapable of resistance A.103
	1
	3
	0
	2
	0
	1
	2
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1

	Sexual or homosexual activity by abuse of official position A.105
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Sexual or homosexual activity with consanguine persons and persons in the position of trust A.106
	0
	0
	1
	4
	4
	4
	3
	2
	4
	4
	1
	1

	Sexual or homosexual activity in public places A.107
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Sexual violence A. 107/a
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Immoral acts A. 108
	5
	3
	20
	20
	8
	5
	32
	22
	19
	15
	25
	18

	Sexual harassment A. 108/a
	0
	0
	0
	0
	8
	5
	6
	4
	20
	15
	15
	15

	Exploitation for prostitution A. 114
	0
	0
	0
	0
	3
	3
	9
	9
	10
	10
	8
	8

	Pornography A. 117
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1
	2
	1
	0
	0


Source: Ministry of Internal Affairs  

Annex 2.4.2. Corporal Punishment 

Table 42: Cases of violence dealt by the school’s Ethic Committees  

	Year
	Total cases (all)
	Physical violence
	Emotional violence
	Sexual violence
	Neglect

	2015/2016
	2824
	771
	1680
	6
	637

	2017/2018*
	2342
	548
	1433
	3
	358


Source: Ministry of Education, Sport and Youth
*In 2017/2018, out of 2342 cases, 530 were pertaining to student-teacher violence and 1812 cases pertaining to student-student violence.

Annex 2.4.3. Harmful practices
Early child marriages 

Recommendations from the two reports prepared by the Observatory for Children and Youth Rights (Observatory) and the School of Magistrates (SoM) on the monitoring the judicial decisions for the period 2011-2017 in 9 district courts (Korçë, Pogradec, Shkodra, Kukës, Tropoja, Lezha, Puka, Fier and Kavaja) with subject of allowing underage marriage. 
· For the Court, keeping the interest of the minor in mind should be the main consideration and this special care needs to be reflected in the content of the decision as clearly as possible through the specific analysis according to the case.

· Only the minor seeking to enter into underage marriage is the one that is actively legitimated to make the request.

· According to the FC, the parent has the right to object to the marriage. Under these conditions, he/she cannot be the one to act on behalf of the minor and he/she cannot request permission for the marriage of the child in capacity of the person exercising the parental responsibility.

· The Albanian legislation does not recognize the acceptance or consent of the parents as an obligation for underage marriage. Being that the parent has the right to object to the marriage, the evaluation of their opinion by the Court should be done compared to the interest of the child and to understand the degree of influence that the parents have on the violation of free will.

· The future husband cannot be actively legitimated in the permission to enter into underage marriage. This is a subject that must be necessarily summoned in the process in quality of third party.

· A very important principle that should be kept under control by the Court is the autonomy of the will of the minor requesting permission to enter into underage marriage. In order to evaluate this will, the minor should be personally present throughout the entire process. The Court should guarantee the right of the minor to be heard and informed. The Court should keep in mind that the younger the age the easier it is to manipulate the minor to enter into marriage without free consent.

· The Court that is invested in allowing underage marriage rules its decision after a thorough analysis of the causes of importance claimed; education abroad can be ensured even without necessarily marrying the person that lives abroad; such cases should be carefully monitored, because they may be a source of exploitation, traffic, forced labor, etc.

· If the Courts deem it necessary, the minor can be questioned separately. The Court is encouraged to get the minor’s opinion under circumstances where influence is not being exercised on her/him. So, the minor needs to be questioned without the presence of the parents, guardian or future husband, or other adults; an already prepared list of questions may help the Court during the communication with the minor to understand the free will of the minor and other aspects.

· The Court needs to verify the physical and psychological maturity of the person under 18 requesting to enter into underage marriage. For this purpose, it may compile a list of questions, even simple ones, to gauge the minor’s reaction. The psychological maturity includes the clear understanding by the applicant of the importance of marriage in general and the rights and obligations. The psychological maturity must be concluded by the actions of the persons and not simply by their statements. The Court should protect the minors and the marriage in this decision-making. Being that rights, obligations and responsibilities stem from marriage, the Court should assess the degree of harmony of the person with his/her maturity against these rights and obligations imposed by the marriage and to inform the minor.

· The Court needs to verify the importance of the claimed motive/cause that accompanies the request of permission for underage marriage. The reason should be treated in relation to what pushes the persons to request the permission of the Court to enter into early marriage and not according to the marriage rules. There should be good reasons to enter into marriage. Is marriage being bound due to shame? Pressure? Economic needs? Obligation? Etc.

· The Court needs to verify the grounds of the reason. Is this a real or fictitious reason? This is achieved through questions. If it is real, how grounded is it to make the request in violation of the general rule of age? The reasons should be given clearly. They should be specific and real. There may be other causes behind those that are justified as important, which may pose a risk to the minor.

· Taking the opinion of the psychologist on the psychological evaluation, free consent and social situation is a legal obligation and a great help for the Court, so that it can rule a fair decision and judge on the importance of the causes and their merits, as well as the physical and psychological maturity of the person through the verification of the psychologist. Even in such trials, the Court should uphold the principle of Article 6 of the Family Code and the CRC, which stipulates that: “The presence of the psychologist is obligatory in any procedure involving children in order to evaluate the statements of the minor in accordance to the mental development and social situation.” The local child’s rights protection units and social workers may play a special role in helping the Court in such decision-making.

· The reduction towards elimination of marriages under the age of 16 should be in the focus of the Court and should become its practice. So, the Court should not allow the biding of marriage under this age under any circumstance, despite the justifications.

· The Court should keep in mind that the juvenile girls in difficult economic situation are more exposed to the risk of fictitious marriages or the promises of marriage that end up in exploitation, prostitution, trafficking or any other kind of exploitation.

· As pertaining to the legislation, there is still room for improvements regarding the active legitimation of the minor girl and the determination of a minimum age below which marriage cannot be allowed for any reason. Also, many of the suggestions include in this document may be also accompanied by legal improvements. Approaching and harmonizing the legislation with the international standards quoted in this report is still important.

The problems and issues that accompany underage marriages require an in-depth analysis of this situation throughout the entire country. 

Annex 2.4.4. Torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment
	Summary of findings from ‘With the Voices of children Deprived of their Liberty’ published in 2017 by Ombudsperson, UNICEF and Child Rights Observatory. 


	· Only one third of the children who participated in the monitoring exercise of the People’s Advocate had completed their compulsory education. 
· Most of them reveal histories of poverty and social exclusion that brought them to conflict with the law. 
· The police stations do not offer separate and appropriate rooms to keep or interview children, 43% of children admit they have been hurt, nearly half while at the police stations. 
· The places of detention significantly lacked the sufficient number of staff to properly support children with individual treatment, rehabilitation and reintegration services. 
· Hygiene, health care and pscyhological care, even the security of children, particularly to the Shen Koll facility, in Lezha were appeared problematic. 

Available at: http://observator.org.al/with-the-voice-of-children-deprived-of-their-liberty/



Table 43: Data on submissions on the locked complaint boxes placed in the residential institutions for children and monitored by the State Social Service (all SCIs)

	Year
	Total letters collected
	Letters expressing positive feedback
	Letters containing request
	Letters of complaint 

	2017
	51
	20
	14
	17

	2018
	73
	26
	20
	27


Source: State Social Services

Annex 2.5: Family environment and alternative care 
Annex 2.5.1. Children deprived of the family environment
Table 44: Number of institutions according to the social care typology

	Institutions
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017
	2018

	Public (P)/non-public (NP)
	P
	NP
	P
	NP
	P
	NP
	P
	NP
	P
	NP
	P
	NP
	P
	NP

	Children’s Homes 
	9
	15
	9
	15
	9
	15
	9
	18
	9
	18
	8
	19
	9
	18

	Out of which Family Home
	3
	13
	2
	13
	3
	13
	2
	15
	3
	15
	3
	16
	3
	15

	Residential Development Center (People with Disability 0-25 years old)
	6
	
	6
	
	6
	5
	6
	5
	6
	5
	6
	5
	6
	5

	Day care centers for CWD
	8
	11
	8
	11
	8
	7*
	8
	11
	12
	13
	15
	18
	19
	18

	Day/Community centers (all children)
	7
	40
	4
	34
	4
	14*
	4
	24
	5
	25
	12
	29
	13
	28


* Information is missing at this particular year from Durres, Tirane and Elbasan.
Source: State Social Services
Table 45: Number of children per typology of social care service/typology (at the end of the year)
	Typology of service for children
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017
	2018 [August]

	Public (P)/non-public (NP)
	P
	NP
	P
	NP
	P
	NP
	P
	NP
	P
	NP
	P
	NP
	P
	NP

	Residential Children’s Home 
	266
	332
	306
	312
	246
	314
	223
	342
	179
	335
	189
	350
	213
	317

	Residential Development Centers (0-25 years old)
	70
	60
	72
	63
	37
	76
	49
	22
	46
	60
	45
	43
	40
	44

	Day care for Children with Disabilities* 
	72
	
	58
	
	73
	
	77
	
	62
	
	61
	
	56
	

	Day/Community care 
	268
	6757
	205
	4472
	94**
	1337**
	183
	2191
	300
	2277
	459
	2839
	567
	2751


Source: State Social Services

*Refers to day care services provided by the Development Centeres in Lezhe, Shkoder, Korce managed by the State Social Services

**Information is missing at this particular year from Durres, Tirane and Elbasan.
Table 46: Number of children who have entered the institutions for children without parental care by the cause  

	Year/cause
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017
	2018 [May 2018]

	Type of institution [P-public/NP – non-public]
	P
	NP
	P
	NP
	P
	NP
	P
	NP
	P
	NP
	P
	NP
	P
	NP

	Poverty

(social economic problems)
	26
	25
	59
	17
	43
	16
	16
	21
	25
	44
	20
	30
	26
	5

	Abandonment (abandoned children)
	29
	0
	41
	0
	29
	0
	20
	0
	17
	1
	19
	0
	7
	0

	Death of both parents
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5 
	

	Total  
	55
	25
	100
	17
	72
	16
	36
	21
	42
	45
	39
	30
	33
	7


Source: State Social Services

*The most available statistical data are on the number of child admissions by decision of the SSS.

Table 47: Number of children returning to the family

	Type of Institution
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017
	August 2018

	Public (P)/non-public (NP)
	P
	NP
	P
	NP
	P
	NP
	P
	NP
	P
	NP

	Children in Children’s Homes
	38
	69
	36
	51
	49 
	42
	32
	21
	11
	29

	Children with disabilities in the Residential Development Center
	13
	
	21  
	
	19 
	0
	11
	
	5
	


Source: State Social Services

Table 48: Ratio between the number of staff and beneficiaries in residential institutions for children

	Institution
	Number of staff
	Number of beneficiaries
	Ratio

	Baby Homes for 0-5 years old

	Vlora
	20
	17
	1,17

	Durres
	39
	33
	0,8

	Tiranas 
	39
	33
	0,8

	Korce 
	14
	17
	0,8

	Shkoder
	14
	14
	1

	Children's Homes for 6-15 years old

	Shkoder 
	24
	33
	0,7

	Tirana 
	36
	32
	0,9

	Saranda 
	23
	32
	1,3

	Children’Home Shkoder 16-18 years old  
	14
	10 
	


Source: State Social Services
*The Shkodra Youth Center has been opened in September 2018

Table 49: Number of children placed in foster/kinship care

	
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017
	2018

	Total children


	120
	193
	226
	271
	287

	Out of which - Children with disabilities
	22
	15
	13
	12
	24


Source: State Social Services

Chart 1: The number of children returned to families, adopted, placed in temporary foster care over the years
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Chart 2: Distribution of human, technical and financial resources to alternative care institutions

Source: State Social Services

Annex 2.5.2. Adoption
Table 50: Data on adopted children 
	Year /   Number
	Completed adoptions


	Domestic adoptions


	Inter-country adoptions


	Age and gender of child adopted
	No of child with special needs
	Location of child prior to adoption

	
	
	
	
	<1

F/M
	1-4

F/M
	5-9

F/M
	>10

F/M
	
	Institution
	Foster care
	Family of origin

	2012
	69
	42
	27
	4F/2M
	23F/25M


	2F/ 2M


	3F/8M


	7
	55
	-
	14

	2013
	47
	30
	17
	4F/ 8M


	15F/13M


	-
	6F/1M


	8
	37
	-
	10

	2014
	67
	42
	25
	20F/14M
	12F/13M
	5F/2M
	1F


	6
	62
	-
	5

	2015
	54
	28
	26
	16F/11M
	3F/10M
	4F/4M
	5F/1M
	3
	48
	-
	6

	2016
	34
	17
	17
	5F/6M
	5F/9M
	3F


	5F/1M
	3
	29
	1
	5

	2017
	43
	33
	10
	12F/9M
	7F/4M
	2F/5M
	3F/1M
	4
	30
	-
	13

	August 2018
	21
	16
	4
	4F
	3F/11M


	1F/1M


	1F


	3
	20
	-
	1


Source: Albanian Adoption Committee 

Annex 2.6:  Disability, basic health and welfare 
Annex 2.6.1. Children with disabilities 

Table 51: Number of children receiving disability allowance*
	Total No. of CwDs
	No. of females out of the total
	Educational system they attend

	
	 
	
	 
	 
	By age-group
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Year
	Total
	0-6 yrs
	6-15 yrs
	15-18 yrs
	Total
	0-6 yrs
	6-15 yrs
	15-18 yrs
	Total
	Pre-school
	9-Year School
	High School

	2013
	18,474
	5,266
	8,970
	4,238
	8,189
	2,508
	3,869
	1,812
	9,563
	2,511
	5,389
	1,663

	2014
	17.801
	4,815
	8,753
	4,209
	8,079
	2,455
	3,833
	1,791
	9,453
	2,441
	5,276
	1,736

	2015
	17,560
	5,172
	8,435
	3,953
	7,760
	2,440
	3,595
	1,725
	9,004
	2,438
	4,986
	1,580

	2016
	14,742
	4,148
	7,056
	3,538
	6,271
	1,874
	2,875
	1,522
	8,568
	2,062
	4,827
	1,679

	2017
	14,155
	4,025
	6,943
	3,187
	6,060
	1,918
	2,836
	1,306
	7,808
	1,969
	4,342
	1,497


Source: State Social Services, Ministry of Health and Social Protection
* The following categories are included: children with hearing impairments; paraplegic and tetraplegic children; and children with mental and physical disabilities
Annex 2.6.2. Health care and health services

Table 52: Child Health - key indicators 

	Indicator
	Source
	Year 2013
	Year 2014
	Year 2015
	Year 2016
	Year 2017

	Infant Mortality 
	INSTAT
	7.9
	7.9
	7
	8.7
	8

	Maternal Mortality
	MHSP
	11.8
	3
	10.2
	3.5
	10.9

	Births assisted by specialized health staff
	MHSP
	99.98
	99.98
	99.98
	99.98
	99.98

	Percentage of children born underweight
	MHSP
	4.7
	4.6
	4
	3.4
	3.2


Source: INSTAT, Ministry of Health and Social Protection 

Table 53: Children Immunization Rates

	Immunization against/year
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016

	Tuberculosis
	99.7
	99.7
	99.7
	99.7
	99.2

	Diphtheria
	98.9
	99
	98.5
	98.8
	98.7

	Tetanus
	98.9
	99
	98.5
	98.8
	98.7

	Pertussis
	98.9
	99
	98.5
	98.8
	98.7

	Measles-Mumps-Rubella
	98.6
	98.7
	97.6
	97.8
	96.3

	Poliomyelitis 
	99
	99.1
	97.6
	98.8
	98.3


Source: Institute of Public Health, Ministry of Health and Social Protection

  Table 54: Figures on visits at the children’ consulting clinics (primary health care)

	Indicators
	Year 2013
	Year 2014
	Year 2015
	Year 2016
	Year 2017

	Number of
 children consulting clinics (total)
	1974
	2024
	2159
	2095
	2100

	           Urban 
	165
	176
	149
	154
	158

	           Rural
	1.809
	1.848
	2.010
	1.941
	1.942

	Number of visits in the clinics
	915.216
	932.986
	943.759
	990.563
	929.330

	From which from Physicians
	511.735
	542.490
	530.701
	501.523
	534.059


Source: Ministry of Health and Social Protection 

Annex 2.6.3. Child nutrition and exclusive breastfeeding 
Table 55: Exclusive Breastfeeding among Infants (0-6 months)

	Indicator
	Definition 
	Year 2013
	Year 2014
	Year 2015
	Year 2016
	Year 2017

	% of exclusively breastfed children 
	No of children exclusively breastfed as percentage of births registered in children consulting clinics. 
	82
	82
	83
	78.6
	78.4


Source: Ministry of Health and Social Protection

Studies initiated by the  Public Health Institute on child nutrition 
Childhood Obesity Surveillance Initiative  (2012-2013 and 2015-2016)
Same methodological approach was undertaken for the two studies, providing time series data on the topic among children of age 8-9 years old. The findings are as follows:

· Boys and girls show same pattern of overweight and obesity as those in other western European countries.  

· Comparison of data shows that there is a decreasing trend in overweight among children from 22.4% in 2013 to 21.7% in 2016; however, an increase is noted in obesity rates 9.2% in 2016 compared with 7.9 in 2013. 

· In years, girls have improved better rather than boys. Compared with 2013, cases of overweight are slightly lower among boys; however, obesity is in higher rate (12.3% in 2016 compared to 9.9 in 2013). 

· Prevalence of obesity correlated with birth weight – girls and boys born with low weight were found to have higher chances of being overweight and obese. 

· Breastfeeding rates in early months are reported less than those of the Albanian Health Demographic Survey in 2009. 

Available at: 

http://www.ishp.gov.al/multimedia/Vleresimi_%20i_%20Obezitetit_%20ne_%20moshen_feminore_V2.pdf 

http://ishp.gov.al/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/RAPORTI-OBEZITETI-TEK-FEMIJET.pdf
Assessment of iodine status in Albanian population after improvement of iodine deficiency prophylaxis (national study with 1027 children of age 6-13 years old) - 2014
Albania results in a slight iodine deficiency (urinary iodine was found at the median value of 86.2 μg / L), but 28.9% of the children in the study have a urine iodine concentration between 50-99μg / L; 19.9% ​​have a concentration of iodine in the urine at 20-49μg / L and 6.8% of them at <20μg / L. The countryside shows a higher iodine deficiency in relation to the other areas. The coastal area is better.
Study on the legal framework and policies that support the integrated multi-sector national nutrition program in schools (May-July 2017)
Table 56: Key findings from the Study on the legal framework and policies that support the integrated multi-sector national nutrition program in schools (May-July 2017)
	Areas
	Proposed Interventions 
	Weaknesses/Potential Risks

	A
	Interventions in Primary Legislation 

	Amendment to the current law on Health Care in the Republic of Albania
	Amendment to the current law on Health Care in the Republic of Albania and inclusion of provisions defining the role of health service in schools. It is recommended to add a separate article after Article 17 on the topic. 
 
	Since health service in schools does not have the same organization and operation throughout Albania, its uniform implementation is put at risk.

	B
	Interventions in Secondary Legislation 

	Cooperation Agreement 
	Updating / revision of the Cooperation Agreement between the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Education and Sports in order to specify the roles and responsibilities of both institutions regarding the provision of school meals.
	

	Ministerial Order 
	Updating the Regulation of Health Service in schools, which will specify the role and responsibilities of health staff in schools and the contribution they may provide to healthy nutrition.
	Health service in schools has a dedicated staff only in the cities of Tirana and Durrës. This service in other cities is covered by Health Promotion employees and those of the Primary Health Care Service at IPH. Consequently, this service is not equally provided throughout Albania, which makes monitoring difficult on a daily basis.

	Order of the Minister of Health 
	Updating the Hygieno-sanitary standards of schools, as an indispensable tool for monitoring the dining facilities that schools will provide for meals. 
	The monitoring role may confuse the role of the State Health Inspectorate.

	Order of the Minister of Health 
	Drafting national nutrition standards for meals provided at school according to different age groups.
	


Source: Public Health Institute
Study on Healthy Behaviors in School Age Children 11, 13, 15, HBSC (Health Obedience in School Age Children Survey) (2013 and 2014)
Health Behavior in School-Aged Children survey is a national study including a representative sample of 4898 pupils (2507 girls and 2391 boys) aged 11, 13 and 15 years who attend school. This survey focuses on behaviors which affect the health of adolescents. 

Available at: http://www.ishp.gov.al/wp-content/uploads/2015/raporte/HBSC_EN.pdf
Eating habits

Breakfast consomption
· Only 43.7% of the children aged 11, 13 and 15 years eat breakfast regularly (every day) compared with 49% who consume breakfast irregularly (not every day) and 6.7% of the children who never eat breakfast. 

· Breakfast consumption decreases with age. Girls report lower levels of breakfast consumption on a daily basis than boys (42.5% vs. 45.4%).

Consumption of fruits and vegetables

· On average, 50% of the children 11, 13, 15 years report a daily consumption of fruit, compared with 5.5% of those who report fruit consumption only once per week. 

· On the other hand, 32% of the children report that they consume fruits more than once per day compared with 1.6% of those who do not consume fruits at all. 

· Girls report a higher level of daily consumption of fruits compared with the boys. The age-group of 13 years olds reports the lowest fruit consumption.

· Only 37.2% of the children aged 11, 13, 15 years report a daily consumption of vegetables compared with 9.4% who report a weekly consumption. Furthermore, 22.8% of the children report that they consume vegetables more than once per day compared with 2.4% of those who do not consume vegetables at all. There are no differences with regard to the daily consumption, whereas girls report a higher level of fruit and vegetable intake more than once per day as compared with the boys.

Physical activity

· The engagement in physical activity at least 3 days per week is 74.2%. Boys report a significantly higher level of physical activity compared to the girls (82% vs. 70%, respectively).

Television use

· During weekends, 74.6% of the children aged 11, 13, 15 years spent two or more hours watching TV, VCRs, or other entertainment on screen. In general, there are no significant age-differences, whereas the boys spent more time on TV compared with the girls.

Weight reduction behaviour 

· 6.7% of the children 11, 13, 15 years report that they are on diet, with a female predominance (7.9% vs. 5.6%). The engagement with diet increases with age of the children2.6% of the children 11, 13, 15 years think that their body is too fat, and 2% think that their body is too thin. Girls have a higher level of negative perception of their body weight compared to the boys. 

 Body mass index

· Overweight, underweight and obesity are more frequently reported by children aged 11 years

compared with those aged 15 years. Conversely, girls report a higher level of normal weight than the boys. A higher proportion of girls (8.7%) compared with the boys (7%), based on weight and height reports, were classified as underweight, whereas a higher proportion of boys (17% vs. 8% of the girls) were classified as overweight.
Annex 2.6.4. Adolescents health

Findings from Public Health Institute’s study Health Behavior in School-Aged Children 2013/2014; http://www.ishp.gov.al/wp-content/uploads/2015/raporte/HBSC_EN.pdf
Family enviroment

· In general, children communicate easier with their mothers (61.7%) compared with their fathers

(37.4%). 

· An increase of age, in both sexes, is associated with a decrease in the very easy communication for both mothers and fathers of the children.

· The majority of the children who attend school perceive their families as an important environment to discuss main topics (75%), or to resolve misunderstandings (67%) between family members. 
Quality of communication and family support

· The vast majority of children aged 11-15 years think that they can rely on their families when they need help (83%), to make decisions (80%), to be supported emotionally (74%) and to talk about their problems (68%).
School Engagement

· 61.9% of the children aged 11, 13 and 15 years like the school very much, compared with 2.4% who do not like school at all. Boys like school less than the girls (58% vs. 66%, respectively).

Academic Achievment

· 57.1% of the children aged 11, 13 and 15 years report a very good performance at school, compared with 1.7% who report a performance below average. 

· Girls report a higher rate of very good performance (66% vs. 48% of the boys), whereas boys report a higher degree of below average performance (2.5% vs. 1.1% in girls)

Relations with peers

· About 42% (2045) of the children have daily contacts with their peers (47.6% boys and 36.7%

girls), and this finding is more evident in 15 year old children. 

· Boys are more likely to meet their peers after 8 o clock in the evening compared with the girls (25% vs. 7%, respectively), and this finding is more evident in children aged 15 years.

· As for the daily e-communication, 40.6% of children aged 11, 13 and 15 years report that they communicate with their peers through instant messages (e.g., chatting in Facebook); 32% communicate through SMSs; 25.3% through email and 30% through other electronic means employing social networks such as Facebook (by posting in the wall, not through chatting), My Space, Twitter, Apps (e.g. Instagram), games (e.g. Xbox), YouTube etc. 

· Boys report higher levels of e-communication compared with the girls.

· Most of the children aged 11, 13 and 15 years (73%) report that they have friends with whom they share happiness and sorrow, whereas the girls rely more on such friends (76% vs. 69%).

Tooth brushing

· About 55% of the children aged 11, 13, 15 years report that they brush their teeth more than once per day. Compared with the boys, girls report a higher level of tooth brushing more than once per day (65% vs. 44.7%). On the other hand, children who eat breakfast regularly (seven days a week) brush their teeth more frequently compared with those who do not eat breakfast at all (59% vs. 50%.

Health and Wellbeing

· 50% of the children aged 11, 13, 15 years perceive their health as very good compared with 5% of those who perceive their health as bad. In general, boys are more positive about their health status compared with the girls, a finding which is more evident among younger children.

Health complaints

· 40.5% of the children aged 11, 13, 15 years report headache at least once per month, 22.4 % report stomach-ache and 27.3% back pain. 

· As for the mental health, 45.3% of the children report that they feel low or irritated at least once per month, 47.6% report that they are nervous and 24.2% report sleep disorders. The older children and girls report a higher level of mental health disorders.

Social inequalities

· Overall, 24% of the children aged 11, 13, 15 years have unemployed fathers and 58.4% have unemployed mothers. One out of two children report an average family income; about one out of three children report a good income level and 14.5% report a low-income level. On the other hand, one out of two children report possession of a computer.

· Overall, only 8% of the children 11, 13, 15 years report that they are hungry at least once always time before going to bed in the evening or before going to school, compared with 92% who are never hungry. There are no age-differences, whereas boys tended to report a higher degree of hunger compared with the girls.

Sexual health

· 19.5% of the children aged 15 years have had sexual intercourse (95% are boys and only 5% girls). The most frequent ages of commencement of sexual relations include the age of 14 years and 15 years.

· Of the children 15 years old who have experienced sexual relations, 64.7% use contraceptives during sexual intercourse. 66% of boys and 40% of girls who have experienced sexual intercourse have used condom during their last sexual intercourse, whereas the other contraceptive methods are not frequently used by children.
Cyberbulling

About 7% of the children aged 11, 13, 15 years report being cyberbullied through messages or pictures. In all cases, boys report a higher degree of being bullied compared with the girls.
Injuries

35% of the children 11, 13, 15 years report that during the past year they have been injured at least once, in such a manner that they needed medical intervention. Of these, 11% have required serious medical interventions up to hospitalization. Home surroundings (11%), sport facilities (8%), school (6%) and streets (4%) are the most frequent environments for the occurrence of injuries among children. About 14% of the children have been injured during workout, whereas 7% of the children have been injured while walking in the street. In all cases, boys have been substantially more injured compared with the girls.
Prevalance of drugs 
The main findings of studies on the behaviour of children and adolescents in schools regarding the use of alcohol, tobacco and drugs
The Study on Healthy Behaviors in School Age Children 11, 13, 15 years, HBSC [2013 and 2014] 
· Smoking prevalence: 2.6 % of 11, 13 and 15-year-olds consume tobacco occasionally, and 1.7 % consume it regularly. There is a gender gap in prevalence (2.6 % of boys vs. 0.8 % of girls), and there is a rise in age-related smoking (1.1 % of 11-year-olds, 1.2 % of 13-year-olds and 2.6% of 15year olds).  
· Prevalence of alcohol consumption: Only 11.2% of 11, 13 and 15year olds and teenagers have consumed alcohol occasionally versus 3.4 % of them drinking alcohol regularly. Regarding the amount of alcohol consumed on a typical day, 1.4 % of them report having consumed at least 5 alcohol units versus 13.5% of them consuming only one alcohol unit a day
· Prevalence of cannabis use: 5.7 % of school-aged 15-year-olds have consumed cannabis at least once in their life, while 2.3 % have consumed cannabis at least once in the last 30 days. The boys report a higher incidence of cannabis high usage that girls (10.5% versus 1.4% respectively)

Findings from the European School Survey on Alcohol and other Drugs (ESPAD) 2015 among children of 15-16 years old: 
Tobacco consumption:

· About one third (34.9 %) of participants have consumed tobacco at least once in their life. The prevalence of tobacco consumption during life is significantly higher for boys than in girls (47.1% versus 24.8%), private schools (44.4%) than public (33.6%), urban and rural schools (38.9% vs. 25.6%, respectively) and in technical and vocational schools (61%). Compared to 2011, in 2015, a decrease in prevalence of lifetime smoking was observed for 4.8 % and for each study group, with the exception of vocational schools. The decrease among girls was smaller than among boys.

· About 5.4 % of students have used tobacco 40 or more times during their lifetime and a significantly higher proportion of boys report such behaviour compared to girls. A higher percentage of students in technical-vocational schools, private schools and urban schools reported having used tobacco 40 or more time compared to their peers. Compared to 2011, the proportion of boys who consumed 1-39 times in their life smoking was reduced in 2015, but the percentage of girls who consumed 20-39 and 40+ times the tobacco in their lives increased slightly (for 0.1 -0.4 %).

· Approximately one in ten pupils (10.6 %) consumed at least one cigarette during the last month (17.4 % of boys and 5.0 % of girls), a decrease of 2.2 % compared to 2011. Compared to 2011, in 2015, the prevalence of smoking in the last month decreased more for boys (4.2 %) than for girls (0.7 %), in Tirana (by 4.5%) and among the 9th grade students (by 3.3 %). The prevalence of consumption of at least one cigarette per day was 5 % (compared to 5.5 % in 2011) and again, more boys than girls were daily tobacco consumers.

Alcohol consumption

· Almost two out of three students (65.7 %) had consumed one or more alcoholic beverages at least once in a lifetime (compared to 72.4 % in 2011). The prevalence of alcohol consumption at least once in a lifetime was significantly higher among boys, students of social-cultural and technical-professional schools, private schools and urban areas. Compared to 2011, in 2015, a decrease in the prevalence of alcohol consumption at least once per year for each group in the study was observed. Less than one in ten students (8.2 %) used alcohol in 40+ cases over the life (compared to 7.8 % in 2011). Frequent alcohol consumption (40 cases or more during life) was reported by 12.5 % ​​of boys and 4.6 % of girls (compared to 13.4 % and 3.4 % in 2011 respectively). It is noted that this indicator has increased in 2015 for girls but decreased for boys. The prevalence of frequent alcohol consumption (≥40 times in life) is significantly higher among boys, students of technical and professional schools, in private schools and urban areas schools. Compared to 2011, in 2015, this indicator is lowered only for boys, high school students, private schools and Tirana students, but has increased for all other groups. Compared to 2011, in 2015, the increase was higher among the students of vocational schools (by 2.3 %), girls and students of the social and cultural sciences (by 1.2 %).

· The prevalence of alcohol consumption at least once in the last 12 months was 51.3 % (compared to 52 % in 2011). Significantly more boys (64 %) than girls (41.1 %) consumed alcoholic beverages at least once in the last year. Compared to 2011, in 2015, a decrease in the prevalence of alcohol consumption at least once during the last year was observed for girls, 9th grade students, students in gymnasiums and 14 main technical-professional schools, private schools, rural areas and schools in Tirana. 

· Less than one third of students (30.6 %) consumed alcohol (at least one drink) during the last 30 days (30.8 % in 2011). Compared to 2011, in the last month, the increase of alcohol consumption of boys was noticed among students of technical and vocational schools and students of other districts besides Tirana, while among the other groups, this indicator was reduced.

· The prevalence of the consumption of beer, wine and spirits during the last 30 days was 39.6 % for beer (41.5 % in 2011), 32.7 % during the summer (33 % in 2011) and 21.4 % for strong alcoholic beverages (20.1 % in 2011). Significantly more boys consumed beer, wine and strong alcoholic beverages over the past month compared to girls (beer: 51.6 % versus 29.8 %: wine: 36.4 % vs. 29.6 %, strong alcoholic beverages: 29.5 % versus 14.9 %, respectively). The prevalence of consuming beer, wine and strong alcoholic beverages was higher in Tirana compared to other districts, among urban school students and those studying in private schools. 

· One in six students (16.7 %) reported that the last time they consumed alcohol was within the past seven days from (compared to 17.4 % in 2011), and significantly more boys reported this compared to girls. Compared to 2011, in 2015, the prevalence of alcohol consumption over the last week increased for girls, social-cultural schools and schools in other districts besides Tirana, while it decreased or did not change for the other groups in the study.

· Regarding the age to start consuming alcohol, more boys than girls started at younger age for every type of alcoholic beverage. About 12.6 % of students reported having tested beer for the first time at age nine or less (17.3 % of boys and 8.8 % of girls) (compared to 14.5 % students in 2011: 21.6 % of boys and 8.9 % of girls). 

Consumption of other drugs

· More than one in twenty students (6.6%) have tried marijuana at least once in life (compared with 4.4% in 2011). Compared to 2011, an increase in the prevalence of marijuana consumption at least once in life was noted in 2015 by 2.2 percentage points in total (from 4.4% to 6.6%) and for each group in the study (the increase was highest (by 7.8 percentage points), private school students (by 3.8 percentage points) and boys (by 3.5 percentage points).

· Prevalence of the use of marijuana at least once during the last 12 months was 5% (compared to 3.7% in 2011) and more boys than girls reported this (6.5% and 1.4% respectively). Compared with 2011, in 2015, an increase in the prevalence of at least one-time marijuana consumption over the last year was observed for each group in the study. The increase was higher among technical and vocational school students (5.7 percentage points) and social and cultural ones (by 2.6 percentage points), private school students (by 2.4 percentage points) and boys (by 2.2 percentage points).

· The prevalence of the use of marijuana at least once during the last 30 days was 3.5% (compared to 2.2% in 2011) and again significantly more boys than girls reported (6.4% versus 1.2%, respectively
· Compared with 2011, in 2015, a significant increase in the percentage of students who thought they could find it easy or very easy to marijuana if they wanted, overall by 9.4 percentage points (from 11.8% to 21.2%) and for each group in the study. Consumption of other psychoactive substances
· About 15.3% of the 9th and 10th grade students reported having tried at least one illegal drug at least once throughout their lives (including marijuana, unprivileged sedatives, alcohol in combination with pills and medicines against pain). Compared with 2011, in 2015, an increase in the prevalence of consumption of at least one illegal drug at least once in life was observed with 1.8 percentage points in total (from 13.5% to 15.3%) and for each group in the study. 

· The lifetime prevalence of using sedatives without prescription was 7.2% (compared to 7.1% in 2011) and more girls than boys reported this (7.7% and 6.4% respectively). Cocaine is the second most prevalent drug used by 9th and 10th grade students in 2015 (in 2011, second place was ecstasy), with 3.7% reporting this (from 1.6% in 2011). 
·  In third place ranked inhalants by 3.5% (compared to 2.7% in 2011). Pain medications and alcohol-mixed pills occupy 4th and 5th places, respectively 3.3% and 2.7%, while ecstasy has dropped to 6th place by 2.4%. ( Compared to 2011, an increase in the prevalence of consumption at least once in the life of all illicit drugs was noted, with the exception of ecstasy, whose prevalence decreased by 1.1 percentage points. 
· Long-lived consumption of illegal drugs varied greatly among boys and girls. In almost all cases significantly larger proportions of boys have used illegal drugs compared to girls. The only exception is the use of sedatives or sedatives without a medical prescription that was reported by higher percentages of girls than boys. 
· In all cases the prevalence of use of cocaine, heroin and amphetamines throughout life was significantly higher among boys than among girls.
Mental health 
Table 57: Visits at the National Children's Development and Rehabilitation Center 

(for children up to 6 years old)
	Year 
	Inpatient visits 
	Outpatient visits 

	2013
	669
	332

	2014
	758
	349

	2015
	773
	339

	2016
	662
	285

	2017
	957
	295


Source: Ministry of Health and Social Protection

Table 58: Outpatient visits for mental health in Regional Polyclinics

	Visits
	Year 2013
	Year 2014
	Year 2015
	Year 2016
	Year 2017

	Total Visits
	38,651
	40,334
	39,473
	42,504
	54,212

	Only for 0-14 years old
	5,328
	4,969
	4,533
	4,167
	6,650


Source: Ministry of Health and Social Protection

Table 59: Inpatient Visits for mental health at tertiary level (hospital)                                           
	Year
	Age group
	Total  

	
	0-1 years old 
	1-4 years old
	5-14 years old
	15-24 years old
	

	2013
	12
	51
	144
	493
	700

	2014
	12
	47
	139
	422
	620

	2015
	10
	439
	313
	347
	1,109

	2016
	6
	26
	145
	417
	594

	2017
	12
	376
	373
	441
	1,202

	Total
	52
	939
	1,114
	2120
	4,225


Source: Ministry of Health and Social Protection

Annex 2.6.5. HIV/AIDS
Table 60: New cases with HIV annually (≤ 15 years old)

	Year
	1997
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010
	2011

	No. of new cases
	1
	4
	1
	3
	4
	4
	1
	2
	1
	3

	Year
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017
	Tot.
	

	No. of new cases
	4
	6
	5
	1
	1
	1
	42
	


Source: Institute of Public Health, Ministry of Health and Social Protection

Annex 2.6.6. Standard of living

Table 61: Number of families with children up to 18 years old receiving economic aid

	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017
	2018

	74,215
	77,172
	42,242
	43,940
	59,915
	60,345
	36,711


Source: State Social Services

Annex 2.7: Education, leisure and cultural activities 
Annex 2.7.1. General data on education 
Table 62: Number of pupils and students enrolled in education
	ISCED

Level*
	Sschool/academic year
	2012-12
	2013-14
	2014-15
	2015-16
	2016-17

	1-8
	Total
	719,509
	704,782
	665,994
	622,156
	596,624

	
	In basic education:
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	In primary
	198,897
	195,720
	188,371
	179,564
	174,836

	2
	In lower secondary
	191,940
	181,354
	175,037
	163,935
	153,264

	3
	In upper secondary
	
	
	
	
	

	
	In Gymnasum
	130,137
	124,619
	112,775
	104,952
	101,995

	
	In Vocational
	24,288
	27,318
	27,267
	25,428
	25,119

	4
	In Post secondary non tertiary
	1,686 
	1,952 
	2,017 
	1,521 
	1,803

	6+7+8
	In Tertiary
	172,561
	173,819
	160,527
	146,756
	139,607


Source: Instant, Ministry of Education, Sport and Youth 
*Level of education refer to ISCED 2011 classification
Tabel 63: Gross enrolment ratio – GER, by level of education 

	ISCED

level
	School / academic year for
	2012-13 
	2013-14
	2014-15
	2015-16
	2016-17

	
	Children in pre - primary
	79.5
	80.1
	82.3
	83.3
	81.5

	1
	Pupils in primary
	99.8
	102.7
	103.7
	103.0
	104.0

	2
	Pupils in lower secondary
	103.1 
	101.7 
	102.2 
	100.6 
	96.7

	3
	Pupils in upper secondary
	95.5
	100.0
	96.9
	93.2
	94.7

	6+7+8
	Students in Tertiary
	63.1
	64.1
	60.5
	56.8
	56.0

	0-8
	Total enrolled in education 
	86.6
	87.8
	86.6
	84.3
	83.6


 Source: Ministry of Education, Sports and Youth

Tabel 64: Net enrolment ratio – NET, by level of education 

	ISCED

level
	School / academic year for
	2012-13 
	2013-14
	2014-15
	2015-16
	2016-17

	
	Children in pre - primary
	73.4
	73.5
	75.4
	76.9
	77.7

	1
	Pupils in primary
	91.8
	95.8
	96.2
	96.0
	97.5

	2
	Pupils in lower secondary
	91.5
	91.0
	91.4
	89.7
	86.8

	3
	Pupils in upper secondary
	70.3
	76.1
	75.6
	74.7
	77.1


 Source: Instat, Ministry of Education, Sports and Youth

Table 65: Teaching staff 

	ISCED

level
	School / academic year
	2012/13
	2013/14
	2014/15
	2015/16
	2016/17

	1+2
	Teacher in basic education
	25,263
	25,051
	24,777
	25,007
	24,866

	3
	Teacher in upper secondary education
	8,610
	8,606 
	8,671 
	8,942 
	9,042

	6+7+8
	Effective teaching staff in tertiary
	4,683 
	4,904 
	4,626
	4,609 
	4,325


Source: INSTATt, Ministry of Education, Sport and Youth
Table 66: The pupil-teacher ratio by school year

	School year
	

	
	 Preschool education
	Primary education
	 Secondary education

	
	 Total
	Rural areas
	 Total
	Rural areas
	 Total
	Rural areas

	2012-2013
	18.6
	19.3
	16.4
	13.4
	17.9
	17.4

	2013-2014
	18.4
	14.4
	15.3
	12.6
	17.0
	16.4

	2014-2015
	18.6
	19.3
	15.4
	12.3
	16.2
	14.55

	2015-2016
	18.0
	18.7
	14.0
	11.6
	16.0
	14


Source: Ministry of Education, Sports and Youth
Table 67: Number of educational institutions

	
	2012-13 
	2013-14
	2014-15
	2015-16
	2016-17

	Type of Institutions
	Public
	private
	public
	private
	public
	private
	public
	private
	public
	private

	Kindergartens
	1,778
	133
	1,773
	127
	1,751
	106
	1,773
	124
	1,831
	133

	Institutions of basic education
	1,346
	126
	1,337
	127
	1,372
	121
	1,284
	120
	1,249
	121

	Upper secondary schools
	358
	126
	386
	126
	381
	116
	381
	119
	380
	124

	Institutions of tertiary education
	14
	44
	12
	44
	14
	27
	12
	23
	12
	22


Source: Instant, Ministry of Education, Sports and Youth

Annex 2.7.2. Access to education 

Data on Roma and Egyptian Students
Table 68: Data on Roma children in the education system

	Academic year
	Preschool education
	Primary education
	Upper-secondary education
	Total 

	
	Total
	+
	Total
	+
	Total
	+
	Total
	+

	2015-2016
	968
	+47
	5,877
	+1,440
	579
	+157
	7,424
	+1,644

	2016-2017
	962
	-6
	3,192
	-2,685
	483
	-96
	4,537
	-2,887


Source: Ministry of Education, Sports and Youth

Table 69: Data on Egyptian children in the education system

	Academic year
	Preschool education
	Basic education
	Upper-secondary education
	Total in PUE

	
	Total
	Total
	Total
	Total

	2016-2017
	1,567
	6,121
	460
	8,148


Source: Ministry of Education, Sports and Youth

Data on students with disabilities
Table 70: Number of children with disabilities in education system (2016/2017)
	Type of education institution
	No. of children with disabilities

	Pre-school education
	371

	Elementary education;
	1663

	Lower secondary education;
	940

	Upper secondary education.
	278

	Seven special schools
	659


Source: Ministry of Education, Sport and Youth
Table 71: Number of children with disabilities in mainstream and special schools (combined)

	2013/2014
	2014/2015
	2015/2016
	2016/2017

	2,843
	3,874
	4,159
	3,911 (3,252 mainstream and 659 in special schools)


Source: Ministry of Education, Sport and Youth
Table 72: Number of assistant teachers in non-special schools)

	Year
	Number of teachers

	2014-2015
	65

	2015-2016
	117

	2016-2017
	310

	2017-2018
	more than 610 


Source: Ministry of Education, Sports and Youth

Annex 2.7.3. School drop out
Table 73: Early scool leaving / School-drop out rates
	Academic year
	                          BASIC EDUCATION
	

	
	
	

	
	TOTAL
	Elementary education 
	Lower-Secondary Education 
	

	
	Total
	Girls
	Boys
	Total
	Girls
	Boys
	Total
	Girls
	Boys
	

	2012-2013
	0,39
	0,39
	0,39
	0,31
	0,29
	0,32
	0,48
	0,49
	0,47
	

	2013-2014
	0,58
	0,53
	0,63
	0,43
	0,39
	0,48
	0,74
	0,69
	0,80
	

	2014-2015
	0,60
	0,58
	0,62
	0,46
	0,44
	0,47
	0,70
	0,67
	0,72
	

	2015-2016
	0,55
	0,53
	0,56
	0,47
	0,46
	0,47
	0,59
	0,53
	0,66
	

	2016-2017
	0,57
	0,53
	0,61
	0,52
	0,50
	0,53
	0,64
	0,56
	0,71
	


Source: Ministry of Education, Sports and Youth

Annex 2.8: Special protection measures  
Annex 2.8.1. Asylum seeking and refugee children
Table 74: Number of foreign children at National Reception Centre for Asylum Seekers, by sex
	Year/No of children
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017
	2018 (up to November)

	
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F

	
	1
	1
	0
	2
	18
	9
	3
	4
	56
	41
	28
	14
	296
	151

	Total 
	2
	2
	27
	7
	97
	42
	447


Source: Ministry of Interior 

Table 75: Number of foreign children at National Reception Centre for Asylum Seekers, by state of origin

	Year/child country of origin
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017
	2018

October
	Total per country 

	Syria
	
	2
	18
	7
	62
	17
	261
	367

	Kosovo 
	
	
	4
	
	
	
	
	4

	Azerbaijan 
	
	
	3
	
	
	
	
	3

	Afghanistan 
	
	
	1
	
	22
	13
	10
	46

	Iraq 
	
	
	1
	
	13
	1
	113
	128

	Congo 
	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2

	Iran 
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	2
	3

	Libya 
	
	
	
	
	
	2
	3
	5

	Algeria 
	
	
	
	
	
	3
	5
	8

	Venezuela 
	
	
	
	
	
	2
	
	2

	Palestine 
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	16
	17

	Turkey 
	
	
	
	
	
	2
	4
	6

	Morocco 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	14
	14

	Pakistan 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	18
	18

	Egypt
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	1

	Total  
	2
	2
	27
	7
	97
	42
	447
	624


Source: Ministry of Interior

Annex 2.8.2. Children affected by migration

Table 76: Requests to SSS for assessment of Albanian unaccompanied children/cases of repatriation *
	Year
	No. of requests for social assessment
	Female
	No. of social assessments
	No. of repatriated minors

	2013
	3
	0
	3
	n/a

	2014
	11
	1
	11
	3 

	2015
	154
	11
	93
	15 

	2016
	258
	13
	240
	63

	2017
	416
	17
	309
	83

	September 2018 
	289
	26
	189
	71

	Total 
	1128
	68
	842
	235


Source: State Social Services

* Note; All children are in the 12-18 years’ age group.
Chart 3. Albanian nationals who have applied for asylum in EU countries (2013-2017)

[image: image2.png]68,950

/ 32,985

\.\Zsfn
17,305

11,400

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017




Source: EUROSTAT

Note: There is a downward trend in the number of Albanian asylum seekers, which has been underlined in both bilateral and multilateral meetings, while it is acknowledged the sharp decline in the number of unaccompanied children in these countries.

Table 77: Unaccompanied Albanian children returned through the readmission procedure
	Year 
	Total
	Male
	Female

	
	
	Total
	Under 18 years
	Total
	Up to 18 years old

	2012
	14762
	14097
	495
	665
	46

	2013
	20751
	20461
	535
	290
	56

	2014
	20376
	19354
	397
	1022
	78

	2015
	25134
	23592
	260
	1542
	37

	2016
	21681
	18443
	978
	2259
	222


Source: General Directorate of Border and Migration, Ministry of Interior [ Profile of Migration 2015] & [Profile of Migration 2016]
Table 78: Main countries returning unaccompanied minors

	Year
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016

	Greece
	803
	611
	10
	331

	France
	34
	92
	54
	94

	Great Britain
	25
	46
	1
	60

	Switzerland
	17
	38
	0
	28

	Sweden
	14
	29
	16
	45

	Germany
	10
	28
	19
	280

	Brussels
	
	
	5
	4

	Norway
	
	
	4
	

	Total
	972
	907
	120
	948


Source: TIMS System in the Directorate of State Police, Ministry of Interior  [Profile of Migration 2015] & [Profile of Migration 2016]
Table 79: Return of Albanian unaccompanied minors from selected EU countries by readmission procedure 

	State
	Requests
	Readmitted
	Requests
	Readmitted
	Requests
	Readmitted

	
	2014
	2015
	2016

	France
	4
	3
	55
	24
	71
	47

	Germany
	
	
	19
	13
	81
	58

	Sweden
	6
	2
	26
	12
	27
	24

	Belgium
	
	
	5
	4
	5
	5

	Norway
	
	
	4
	4
	6
	6

	Greece
	3
	3
	10
	9
	7
	7

	England
	
	
	1
	1
	4
	4

	Italy
	1
	1
	
	17
	10
	10

	Total
	14
	9
	120
	84
	211
	161


Source: General Directorate of Border and Migration, Ministry of Interior [ Profile of Migration 2015] & [Profile of Migration 2016]
Note: The return of unaccompanied Albanian children and cooperation with European Union countries for their reintegration is carried out based on the Readmission Agreement between Albania and EU "On the readmission of persons staying without authorization", ratified by Law no. 9466, dated 23.01.2006, as well as bilateral protocols.

Annex 2.8.3. Economic exploitation of children, including child labour

Table 80: Cases of employment of children identified by State Labour and Social Services Inspectorate

	Year
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017

	Cases identified
	300
	122
	265
	156
	185
	309


Table 81: Participation of children 15-17 years old in labour market

	 
	Unit
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017

	Rate of participation in labour force (15-17 years olds)
	%
	11,7
	6,9
	5,7
	7,1
	5,9
	6,6

	Rate of Employment (15-17 years old)
	%
	10,2
	5,8
	4,6
	4,6
	4,6
	4,1


Source: Labour Force Survey, INSTAT
Annex 2.8.4. Children in street situation 

Table 82: Data on children in street situation (2015-2018)
	Year
	2015
	2016
	2017

	Field teams for the identification of children in street situation in the municipalities of Tirana, Shkodër, Durrës, Elbasan, Fier, Korçë and Vlora
	 
	24 
	29 including Kruja and Kavaja

	Children identified in street situation
	 
	479 
	484

	Children moving away from the street 
	 
	345 
	

	Children who are enrolled and attend school
	 
	341 
	208

	Parents of children in street situation employed
	  
	103 
	

	Cases of children who lack parental care for various reasons 
	  
	49 
	

	Cases of children with health problems
	  
	20 
	

	Children who have been treated with emergency services throughout the country
	  
	52 
	81

	CPU that conducted meetings with TMG [Technical multi-disciplinary group] 
	  
	55 
	50

	Family visits 
	1955 
	1740 
	


Source: State Agency on the Child Rights Protection
Table 83: Children exploited for beginning and referred to prosecutor’s office (under the Article 124/b, paragraph 2 of the Criminal Code)

	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017

	4
	8
	12
	15
	20
	15


Source: Ministry of Internal Affairs

Annex 2.8.5. Sale, trafficking and abduction 

Table 84: Identified victims of trafficking/potential victims of trafficking identified, referred to, protected and assisted

	Year


	Total
	Children
	VT Children
	PVT Children
	Roma/Egyptian Children
	Albanian Children

	2012
	92
	26
	
	
	
	

	2013
	95
	43
	
	
	
	

	2014
	125
	62
	
	
	
	

	2015
	109
	48
	11
	37
	
	46

	2016
	95
	44
	9
	35
	20
	41

	2017
	105
	56
	8
	48
	10
	52

	2018

 (9 months
	59
	38
	1
	37
	4
	38


 P.S. VT - Victim of Trafficking   PVT - Potential Victim of Trafficking

Source: Ministry of Interior

Table 85: Criminal offences and offenders for "Trafficking of minors"
	
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017

	Criminal offences
	3
	10
	8
	17
	22
	20

	Offenders
	3
	12
	8
	23
	22
	23


Source: Ministry of Internal Affairs
Table 86: Children (victims of trafficking and potential victims of trafficking) accessing social services 
	Year
 
	Total Beneficiaries
	Total Children 

	
	National Centre
	Centres supported by NGOs
	National Centre
	Centres supported by NGOs

	
	
	Vatra
	D&E
	Tjeter Vision
	
	Vatra
	D&E
	Tjeter Vision

	2012
	36
	33
	40
	5
	10
	14
	11
	1

	2013
	28
	36
	30
	22
	10
	18
	11
	18

	2014
	42
	28
	40
	13
	16
	17
	15
	7

	2015
	33
	24
	41
	24
	18
	7
	19
	18

	2016
	30
	35
	28
	13
	16
	21
	6
	11

	2017
	27
	44
	24
	11
	10
	30
	8
	11

	2018 (9 months)
	15
	28
	19
	13
	7
	21
	4
	3


Source: Ministry of Internal Affairs
Annex 2.8.6. Administration of juvenile justice
Bi-laws supporting implementation of the juvenile justice
The Juvenile Justice Code stipulates that within six months of its entry into force, the Council of Ministers and the relevant ministers shall be charged with the issuance of development of the acts for implementation of these obligations. In this regard, on the initiative of the Minister of Justice, seven draft bylaws were drafted:
· Draft decision of the Council of Ministers "On the approval of the rules on the organization, functioning of the specialized service, programs and manner of financing of the institution or legal entity licensed to implement the measure of insurance for the juvenile in conflict with the law" drafted pursuant to Article 84, paragraph 3 of the Criminal Justice Code of Juveniles.

The placement of a minor in a specialized service is done for juveniles against whom the special security measure is set and in the case when their interests require special attention and supervision, which in that concrete circumstances cannot be realized by the parent or related person. The specialized service is provided by licensed institutions or legal persons for this purpose and in accordance with the law on the rights and protection of the child.
· Draft decision of the Council of Ministers "On the Determination of Special Regulations regarding the Functioning of the Facilities and Determination of their Security Level and the Standards of Education and Rehabilitation Programs, " drafted in pursuant to Article 98 (5) of the Juvenile Justice Code of Justice.

The draft aims to regulate the way in which facilities for juveniles with limited freedom of movement are set up, where the level of security is low and integration with the community is the key for their treatment. The Juvenile Justice Code emphasizes that these facilities should guarantee the contact of children with their families by envisaging their extension throughout the country. In these settings, children deprived of the freedom of restraint of no more than three years will be placed, i.e., provided that the risk of their actions is reduced and there are mitigating circumstances for the execution of the sentence in these premises. 
· Draft decision of the Council of Ministers "On the determination of the competent authorities and the procedure to be followed for the fulfilment of certain obligations by the court for a juvenile in conflict with the law", drafted pursuant to Article 102 of the Criminal Justice Code for Minors.
The objective of this draft decision is to provide a full list of bodies at central and local level, as well as to determine the procedure to be followed by them to enforce the court decisions in the case when the latter charged the minor with the fulfilment one of the obligations determined under the Provisions of the NDP. The draft decision unifies the procedure to be followed by the designated authorities in the court decision. This procedure is the same regardless of whether the "fulfilment of certain obligations" is given as a complementary punishment or as a non-prison term.
· Draft decision of the Council of Ministers "On the establishment, organization, functioning and characteristics of the use and access of the Integrated Juvenile Justice System", drafted pursuant to the Article 137, item 4 of the Code of Juvenile Justice.
The Integrated System of Juvenile Justice Data contains updated electronic data on each stage of criminal proceedings, including the execution of a criminal decision involving juveniles in conflict with criminal law, juvenile victims and witnesses of criminal offenses. The Integrated Criminal Justice System for Juveniles is a unique digital system that generates synthetic basic indicators for: the situation of juvenile delinquency; the number of repeaters from the juvenile age groups; degree of reintegration of minors after the imprisonment or in cases where they have not been sentenced to imprisonment; number of detainees, investigators, convicts and juvenile convicts; the nature of offenses committed by juveniles; number of juvenile victims; as well as other data related to juveniles in conflict with the law.
· Draft decision of the Council of Ministers' "On specifying specific arrangements regarding the structure and organization of the Juvenile and Juvenile Crime Prevention Center", drafted pursuant to the Article 133, paragraph 4 of the Juvenile Justice Code.
The draft decision aims to establish specific arrangements regarding the structure and organization of the Juvenile Crime Prevention Center. This institution will work under the Ministry of Justice and aims to oversee and protect juvenile offenders after serving the sentence for a 6-month period. The Center should take all the necessary measures, in cooperation with the Penal Code Execution Institution, the General Probation Service Directorate, the Children's Rights and Protection Unit and other structures at local level, and can draft, follow up and implement the rehabilitation plan for minors aiming at avoiding recidivization, i.e. return of the juvenile on the path of crime. So far, it turns out that there is no state mechanism that can follow the juveniles after they have completed their sentence. 
· Draft decision of the Council of Ministers "On some additions and amendments to decision DCM No. "On the adoption of the General Regulation on Prisons", drafted pursuant to Article 110, paragraph 5, Article 111, paragraph 2, Article 113, item 6, Article 120, item 5, Article 122, paragraph 1, Article 124, Article 125, Article 126, Paragraph 4, Article 127, Paragraph 4 of the Juvenile Justice Code.
· The draft aims to integrate new rules provided in the Juvenile Justice Code in the General Regulation of Prisons, making it part of the day-to-day activity at the administrative and functional level of the institutions of the execution of criminal decisions, in premises where juveniles are detained or convicted.
· Draft decision of the Council of Ministers "On the determination of the procedure applied by the Probation Service, in cases when it considers the non-fulfilment of the avoidance measure", drafted pursuant to article 72 point 10 of the law Criminal Justice Code for Juveniles.
This aims to determine the procedure to be followed by the Probation Service in cases of non-fulfilment of the conditions and obligations arising from the alternative measure of juvenile delinquency.
Data related to the administration of the juvenile justice

Table 86: Number of suspected offenders and victims by age groups
	Juvenile offenders / year
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017
	2018

( 9 month)

	Juvenile offenders under 14 years 
	262
	122
	126
	320
	263
	313
	177

	Juvenile offenders 14-18 years 
	1880
	1535
	1506
	1963
	1719
	1740
	1393

	Total 
	2142
	1657
	1632
	2283
	1982
	2053
	1570


Source: State Police – Ministry of Interior 

Note: State Police structures record and administer statistical indicators only for suspected perpetrators and injured parties (victims) in criminal offenses, whereas for witnesses no statistical indicators are administered. 

Table 87: Main trends with minors suspected as perpetrators in criminal offenses by age groups.

	Criminal trends  /  Criminal Offence / age / year
	2015
	2016
	2017
	2018

( 9month)

	Non-serious intentional injury (article 89 Criminal Code)
	under 14 y
	11
	7
	14
	5

	
	14 – 18 y
	114
	123
	140
	77

	
	Total
	153
	130
	154
	82

	Other intentional harm (article 90 Criminal Code)
	under 14 y
	6
	14
	7
	9

	
	14 – 18 y
	108
	140
	119
	80

	
	Total
	114
	125
	126
	89

	Threat (article 84 Criminal Code)
	under 14 y
	3
	2
	4
	0

	
	14 – 18 y
	43
	35
	45
	27

	
	Total
	46
	37
	49
	27

	Theft (article 134 Criminal Code)
	under 14 y
	171
	129
	173
	87

	
	14 – 18 y
	541
	471
	404
	445

	
	Total
	712
	600
	577
	532

	Destruction of property (article 150 Criminal Code)
	under 14 y
	12
	17
	19
	15

	
	14 – 18 y
	49
	34
	44
	34

	
	Total
	61
	51
	63
	49

	Violation of road traffic regulations and Driving vehicles inappropriately (article 290 & 291 Criminal Code)
	under 14 y
	18
	6
	20
	18

	
	14 – 18 y
	359
	317
	331
	269

	
	Total
	377
	323
	351
	287


Table 88: Number of juvenile convicts
	Juvenile convicts/Year
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017

	For crimes
	826
	589
	545
	410
	343
	177

	For Minor Offenses
	57
	91
	228
	191
	219
	106

	Total
	883
	680
	773
	601
	562
	283


Source: Ministry of Justice (Statistical Yearbook, available at: http://www.drejtesia.gov.al/statistika/)

Table 89: Data on juvenile defendants investigated, sent to court and convicted

	Juvenile defendants/ Year
	2013
	+/-
	2014
	+/-
	2015
	+/-
	2016
	+/-
	2017
	+/-

	Investigated
	911
	
	1013
	+ 11 %  
	978
	- 3,5 %
	753
	-23 %
	510
	- 2,3 %

	Sent to court
	
	
	860
	
	849
	-1,3 %
	608
	
	386
	-36,5 %

	Convicted by the court 
	
	
	748
	
	758  
	+1,3 %
	762
	
	393
	-48,4 %


Source: Ministry of Justice 

	Table 90: Juvenile convicts and criminal offences for which they are sentenced 

[LAW No. 7895, dated 27 January 1995 Criminal Code of the republic of Albania, amended]
Year

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

Article 
Convicts
76

Murder with intent

3

3

-

1

3

2

77

Murder with intent connected to another crime

1

-

-

-

-

-

79/a

Murder of public officials

2

-

-

-

-

-

79/dh

-

1

-

-

-

-

82

1

-

-

-

-

1

83

-

-

-

-

1

-

85

1

1

-

-

-

-

88

Serious intentional injury

17

10

11

4

7

1

88/1

-

-

-

-

-

5

88/a

-

2

3

-

-

-

88/b

-

-

-

1

-

1

100/1

-

3

2

4

-

1

101/1,2

-

-

-

1

-

-

102

1

-

-

-

-

-

108

2

2

3

1

2

-

108/a/2

-

-

-

-

1

2

109/b

-

-

3

-

12

2

110/2

-

1

2

-

1

-

113

2

1

1

1

-

-

114

-

-

-

-

-

1

118

1

-

2

-

-

-

121/a

-

-

1

-

-

-

124

1

-

-

-

-

-

129

2

-

-

-

-

-

130/a

-

2

9

7

12

5

132

1

-

-

-

-

-

134

-

-

-

5

-

-

134/1*
Theft

137

140

122

91

92

32

134/2

Thief**

454

308

241

187

125

86

134/3

6

1

1

1

1

1

137/2

-

-

-

0

3

-

139

33

13

24

11

4

7

140

6

5

3

4

1

--

141

3

-

-

-

-

-

142

3

-

-

-

-

-

143

1

3

3

4

2

-

143/a

-

-

-

1

-

-

150

2

5

1

2

-

1

151

2

1

-

1

-

-

156

-

1

-

-

-

-

161

1

-

-

-

-

-

178

3

-

-

-

-

-

183

2

-

6

1

3

-

186

4

2

2

-

-

-

188

9

-

-

-

-

-

189

3

5

3

6

-

-

190

-

-

-

-

4

-

192/a

-

3

-

-

-

-

192/b

-

2

-

-

-

-

235/2

-

-

-

1

-

-

236/2

1

2

-

3

1

-

237

1

1

1

6

3

2

245/1

-

-

-

-

-

-

267

-

-

-

1

-

-

270

-

-

1

-

-

-

278/1

Illegal possession and production of weapons, explosives and ammunition

1

-

-

-

1

2

278/2

32

12

3

2

1

1

278/3

-

-

1

1

-

-

278/4

-

2

14

2

2

-

278/6

-

-

-

1

1

-

278/a

-

-

-

-

1

-

279

Illegal Manufacture, carrying, purchase or sale of cold weapons

15

24

30

8

11

1

279/1

-

-

-

-

-

2

279/2

-

-

2

2

-

-

283

Production and sale of narcotics

2

-

3

1

3

2

283/1

17

11

14

6

2

5

283/2

6

1

5

1

11

2

283/a1

-

-

-

-

-

1

283/3

-

-

1

-

-

-

284

1

-

-

2

1

-

284/1

-

2

1

1

5

1

284/2

-

-

1

2

1

1

284/3

-

-

-

-

-

-

287

1

1

-

1

-

-

287/b

Appropriation of Money or Goods Resulting from Criminal Offence or Criminal Activity

12

2

2

6

3

-

288

-

-

1

-

-

-

290

14

3

4

2

1

-

293/b

-

-

-

-

1

-

299

-

1

-

-

-

-

300
 Failure to report a crime
15

4

8

12

10

4

301

1

1

4

2

2

1

302

1

-

1

-

-

-

305

False reporting

1

6

4

7

5

4

323

-

1

1

1

2

-

325

1

-

-

-

-

-

Total
826

589

545

410

343

177

Source: Ministry of Justice 

* Property theft is punished by fine or imprisonment of up to three years
** The same offence, when it has brought about serious consequences, is punished with imprisonment of four to ten years

Year

2012

2013

2014

2014

2016

2017

Article

Convicts 

84

3

4

2

1

3

1

89

14

10

3

8

11

3

90

-

3

1

-

1

-

112

-

-

-

-

1

-

119

-

1

1

-

-

-

121

-

-

2

-

-

-

130

-

4

-

2

-

-

130/a/1

-

-

-

1

-

-

133

-

2

-

-

-

-

137/1

1

-

-

2

3

-

191/1

-

-

1

-

-

-

197

1

-

1

2

-

-

205

4

4

0

-

-

-

235/1

-

2

-

-

-

-

236/1

1

1

3

2

1

-

236/2

-

-

-

-

1

1

238

1

-

-

-

-

-

239

-

-

-

-

-

-

242

1

-

2

1

1

-

272

1

-

1

-

-

-

273

2

3

1

-

2

-

274

-

1

0

4

2

1

275

1

4

2

3

-

-

277

-

-

-

-

2

-

278/3

2

1

4

3

11

-

280

4

2

1

1

-

-

287/b

-

1

-

-

-

-

288/a1

-

40

-

64

-

-

291

20

5

197

-

160

98

295/a3

-

-

5

64

-

-

297

1

-

-

3

19

2

305/b1

-

2

1

1

-

-

306/1

-

-

-

-

1

-

321

-

-

0

1

-

-

Others 
-

1

-

-

-

-

Total 
57

91

228

191

219

106

TOTAL of both tables 
883

680

773

601

562

283

Source: Ministry of Justice 



	


Table 91: Juveniles in pre-trial detention, 2009-2017 (no. of girls and boys)

	Year 
	2009
	2010
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017

	Male 
	72
	86
	113
	84
	78
	96
	80
	61
	43

	Female
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1

	Total 
	72
	86
	113
	84
	78
	96
	80
	62
	44


Source: General Directorate of Prisons, Ministry of Justice

Table 92: Juveniles sentenced to prison, 2009-2017 (no. of girls and boys)

	Year 
	2009
	2010
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017

	Male 
	16
	14
	8
	13
	29
	14
	13
	9
	10

	Female
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Total 
	16
	14
	8
	13
	29
	14
	13
	9
	10


   Source: General Directorate of Prisons, Ministry of Justice

Table 93: Rates of criminal offending by age (no. of girls and boys) (June 2018)
	Group-age*
	14-15
	16-17
	Total children (0-17)
	18 +
	Total

	Male
	0,17
	0,66
	0,83
	191,6
	192,43

	Female
	0
	0
	0
	4,2
	4,2

	Total 
	0,17
	0,66
	0,83
	195,8
	196,63


 Source: General Directorate of Prison, Ministry of Justice
 *Albania has 2,876,591 inhabitants, according to INSTAT calculations that are in effect since January 1, 2017.
Alternative sentencing/probation

Table 94: Alternative sentencing/probation 

	YEAR
	2009
	2010
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017

	Juveniles given alternative sentence/probation
	109
	280
	246
	455
	326
	455
	415
	390
	n/a

	“community service work”

Article 59/a of Criminal Code
	41
	116
	167
	122
	50
	54
	49
	37
	n/a

	“imprisonment sentence suspension and placement in probation”

Article 59 of the Criminal Code
	68
	64
	79
	333
	275
	401
	365
	352
	n/a

	“home arrest
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	


Source: Ministry of Internal Affairs 

Information on the judicial system in the country [data as of October 2018]

In Albania there are 37 courts [29 district/first instance court and 8 appeal court].

· 7 administrative courts: 1 appeal court & 6 distric courts;

· 2 serious crime courts: 1 appeal court & 1 distric courts;

· 28 courts of general jurisdiction: 6 appeal court & 22 distric courts.

There are 389 judges:

· 287 distric courts judges;

· 102 appeal court judges. 

More details regarding judges’ figures:

· 235 judges are in distric courts;

· 16 judges are in distric courts of serious crime

· 36 judges are in distric courts of administrative matters;

· 78 judges are in appeal court;

· 11 judges are in appeal court of serious crime;

· 13 judges are in appeal courtof administrative matters. 

At 7 district courts there are sections for juvenile in conflict with the law:

· One in Tirana district court, with territorial competence in the judicial districts of Dibër, Krujë, Kurbin, Mat and Tirana. No of judges in this section is 12

· One in Durrës district court, with territorial competence in the judicial districts of Durrës and Kavajë. No of judges in this section is 3

· One in Shkodër district court, with territorial competence in the judicial districts of Lezhë, Kukës, Pukë, Shkodër and Tropojë. No of judges in this section is 6

· One in Vlorë district court, with territorial competence in the judicial districts Berat, Fier, Lushnjë and Vlorë. No of judges in this section is 3

· One in Korçë district court, with territorial competence in the judicial districts Korçë and Pogradec. No of judges in this section is 2

· One in Gjirokastër district court, with territorial competence in the judicial districts of Gjirokastër, Përmet and Sarandë. No of judges in this section is 2

· One in Elbasan district court, with territorial competence in the judicial districts of Elbasan. No of judges in this section is 2

If the victim is a minor and the case is judged by a panel of judges [both district court and appeals], at least one judge must be specialized and trained in juvenile justice. In small district courts in which a juvenile section cannot be established, when three judges judge the case, at least one of them should be specialized and trained in juvenile justice. In line with the new justice reform provisions, a new judicial reorganization is expected based on the new court map. This is going to affect the reorganization of juvenile justice sections, as defined by the Juvenile Justice Code. Judicial reorganization will take place after the establishment of new institutions of justice system governance, namely the High Judicial Council and the High Council of Prosecutor's Office.
Legal aid 

Table 95: Data on applicants for legal aid 

	Year
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017

	No. of applicants
	27
	62
	171
	219
	290
	613
	828


Source: Ministry of Justice

Note: While due to the manual retention of data, accurate data for this period can not be extracted with the number of juvenile beneficiaries. Up to MoJ evaluation only 10% of qualified children legal aid applicants have applied. The data were taken from the study carried out by Euralius in order to calculate the budgetary effects of legal aid.

Juvenile victims 

Table 96: Summary statistics on the number of juvenile victims
	Year 
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017
	2018 ( 9 month)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	F
	M
	total
	F
	M
	Total

	Juvenile victim under 14 yr.
	-
	-
	-
	452
	542
	166
	375
	541
	109
	269
	378

	Juvenile victim 14-18 yr.
	-
	-
	-
	712
	759
	227
	572
	799
	143
	384
	527

	Total
	780
	706
	790
	1164
	1301
	393
	947
	1340
	252
	653
	905


Source: Ministry of Interior

Note: Until 2015, data on juvenile victims are not disagregated by age groups, meaning that statistical indicators are for 0-18 years old. Also, the gender disagregated data on  juvenile victims began in 2017.
Table 97: Main trends with the highest number of juvenile victims

	  Criminal trends  /  Criminal Ofence / Year
	2015
	2016
	2017
	2018

( 9month)

	Non-serious intentional injury (article 89 Criminal Code)
	Under 14 y
	19
	23
	19
	9

	
	14 – 18 y
	95
	105
	108
	70

	
	Total
	114
	128
	127
	79

	Other intentional harm (article 90 Criminal Code)
	Under 14 y
	24
	40
	22
	22

	
	14 – 18 y
	100
	134
	124
	84

	
	Total
	124
	174
	146
	106

	Threat (article 84 Criminal Code)
	Under 14 y
	8
	11
	8
	3

	
	14 – 18 y
	43
	29
	39
	29

	
	Total
	51
	40
	47
	32

	Theft (article 134 Criminal Code)
	Under 14 y
	16
	24
	16
	13

	
	14 – 18 y
	65
	67
	74
	32

	
	Total
	81
	91
	90
	45

	Violation of road traffic regulations and Driving vehicles inappropriately (article 290 & 291 Criminal Code)
	Under 14 y
	205
	252
	266
	179

	
	14 – 18 y
	166
	152
	175
	129

	
	Total
	371
	404
	441
	308


Source: Ministry of Interior 

Note: The highest number of juvenile victims is linked to road accidents as a result of "violation of road traffic rules" by drivers, as well as offenses such as "Other Intentional Damages" and "Intentional Injuries", which mainly occur as a cause of conflicts between these age groups. 

Annex 2.9: Optional protocol on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography 
Table 98: Data on criminal offence of child pornography and child prostitution 

	Criminal Ofence
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017
	2018 
( 9 month)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	F
	M
	total
	F
	M
	Total

	Article 114 Exploitation of prostitution
	0
	0
	3
	9
	10
	8
	0
	8
	5
	0
	5

	Article 117 Pornography


	0
	0
	0
	1
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0


Source: Ministry of Interior 

The protocols signed between Republic of Albania and other states on the cooperation in the field of trafficking 

·  Additional Protocol between the Council of Ministers of the Republic of Albania and the Government of the Republic of Kosovo was signed in Pristina on 6 October 2009.
· Additional Protocol on Intensifying Cooperation in the Fight against  Human Trafficking and on Improving the Identification, Reporting, Referral and Voluntary Assisted Voluntary Returns” as well as Potential Victims of Trafficking, in particular Children ”, in addition to the Agreement between the Council of Ministers of the Republic of Albania and the Government of the Republic of Kosovo“ On Cross-Border Police Cooperation ”, signed in Pristina on 12 June 2012”.
· Additional Protocol between the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Republic of Albania and the General Secretariat of the Government of Montenegro" On Intensifying Cooperation in the Fight Against Human Trafficking and on Improving Assisted Voluntary Identification, Reporting, Referral and Return Victims / Potential Victims of Trafficking ”, signed in Tirana, December 8, 2014. 
· Additional Protocol between the Ministry of Interior of the Republic of Albania and the Ministry of Interior of the Italian Republic “On Strengthening Bilateral Cooperation in the Fight against Terrorism and Human Trafficking”, signed in Tirana on November 3, 2017.
· Additional Protocol between the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Republic of Albania and the General Secretariat of the Government of Montenegro, signed in Podgorica on 31 October 2003.
· In Tirana on February 27, 2006, the law no. 9544, dated 29.5.2006 on the ratification of the "Agreement between the Council of Ministers of the Republic of Albania and the Government of the Republic of Greece on the Protection and Assistance of Children, Victims of Trafficking".
· In London on December 4, 2014, a Memorandum of Understanding was signed between the Secretary of State for the Department of Internal Affairs, acting through the UK Internal Affairs Office and the Minister of Internal Affairs of the Republic of Albania "On intensifying cooperation in the fight against trafficking in human beings on improving the identification, notification, referral and assisted voluntary return of victims / potential victims of trafficking in human beings ".
Annex 3: Process of Report Writing and its Consultation with Stakeholders
In April 2017, MEFA initiated the reporting process by establishing the Inter-Ministerial Working Group
 tasked to coordinate the drafting of the report. The working group was co-chaired with the MHSP/SACRP. In the remainder of 2017 and early 2018 initial submissions from relevant line Ministries were collected. During March-April 2018 the submissions were reviewed by the working group and team of experts of UNICEF Country office in Albania in preparation for the workshop on Reporting to the Committee on the Rights of the Child. 

The two-day workshop, facilitated by UNICEF experts, took place on 5th and 6th June 2018 to capacitate the representatives of governmental institutions on the reporting requirements, to identify information gaps, and agree on the next steps of the report’s drafting and its consultation process. 

Following the 2nd round of the submissions, the drafting of the report took place in the months of August and September, with its final draft disseminated for validation with line ministries in October 2018. Requests for submitting information was sent to the 61 Municipalities, nevertheless, only 7 responded. 
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Owing to the support of UNICEF in Albania, during the month of September 2018 consultations with CSOs, children and youth took place. The methodology of consultation was agreed up by the working group, and most importantly the appropriate ethical considerations were observed while conducting the consultation of children up to 18 years old. 
Consultation with CSOs

As important actors for the promotion and realization of child rights in Albania, the consultation process included CSOs active in the field of child rights in the country. It was conducted through a web-based survey shared with over 200 CSOs around the country. The questions were designed to solicit the broad perspective of the CSOs on the implementation of the CRC. 

The first part of the survey provided a list of the Convention’s articles and asked from participants to identify the rights for which was marked the least progress in implementation over the past 5 years. Whereas in the second part of the survey participants were asked to list up to 5 rights which require the immediate attention of the Government of Albania. 

While the web-based consultation could not allow an extensive elaboration or discussion, it made possible to offer all child rights CSOs in Albania the opportunity to partake in the consultation process regardless of their geographic location. It also facilitated a concise analysis of information and identification of issues, as visualized below. 
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Figure 1 Least fulfilled child rights as reported by NGOs (total respondents: 40)
Consultations with children 

Consultations were conducted with 45 children, aged 14-18 years old, through 2-hour long workshops in the capital Tirana, Elbasan to the south, and Kurbin in the northern part of the country. The activities were made possible through the collaboration with groups of children part of Zeri16+, World Vision, Save the Children. Making use of various participatory exercises, children were encouraged to express their perceptions on the situation of child rights in Albania and to voice their opinion on the most pressing issues affecting them. 

“I love school, I do not want to work!” 
For children, poverty and the low standard of living of families is considered a major cause of children being forced to work to support their families and abandon school.  Driven by poverty, children see their peers involved in selling narcotics and detained for breaking the law. “We want to learn in school how to avoid such behavior and how to help friends of our community who fall to it”
The way the justice sector deals with them and how they are rehabilitated back into their communities preoccupies them as they hear of no alternatives apart from imprisoning. Children express that are affected by frequent news reporting crime among juveniles and identify justice for children and rehabilitation and integration as two other rights that need to be addressed. 

Their right to education is also affected by the lack of lab facilities and general infrastructure conducive to good learning at schools. In addition, they would rather use the hours allotted for community service and extra-curricular learning on issues that concern their age-group and supporting peers who are involved in risky behavior. 

Children with disabilities are reported as the most excluded and discriminated against. 

Gender-based discrimination, discrimination against children coming from poor families, and bullying in schools is especially rampant. Children believe that through good education issues such as discrimination and bullying among each other in schools would improve. “if you are a boy and you are a good student, then you are like a girl” was something they said they heard often when boys are bullied, meaning that good behavior is typical of girls.   

The absence of regular presence of school psychologists has been reported by children. This concern is viewed in light to the existing stigma on mental health issues resulting all in barriers to addressing such problems.  

Health care services in some cities are not appropriate, therefore children and families need to travel to Tirana or other bigger cities to receive the care they need. 

The city does not offer the recreational spaces they need for their free time and leisure. 

“Is anyone thinking of how our future will be in this country?” 

Consultation through U-Report

U-report in Albania, supported by UNICEF, represents a social messaging tool that connects via SMS with adolescents and youth (aged 15-25) residing throughout Albania. A total of 1084 (406 girls) individuals answered questions about their perceptions on child rights infringements in Albania. 
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� Order of Prime-Minister, no. 112, date 5.3.2014, “On the establishment of the inter-ministerial working group on the participation in the process and the development of the reports in the framework of international conventions on human rights”
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