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Ministry of Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia

Questionnaire on assistance and rehabilitation programmes for child victims of sale
and exploitation, including sexual exploitation

Provide information on the legal, policy, institutional and budgetary framework developed
by your country to establish assistance and rehabilitation programmes for child victims of
sale and exploitation, including sexual exploitation

In April 2012 the Government of Georgia amended the Law on Combating against Trafficking in
Persons and added a new chapter regarding child victims of trafficking in persons (thereinafter -
TIP). That includes provisions on individual risk assessment on the basis of the child’s best
interests (ANNEX 1 Chapter IV1 of Law on Combating Trafficking in Persons of Georgia in Georgian
and English).

The current action plan for 2015-2016 was adopted by the Interagency Council on Combating
Trafficking in Persons in November 2014. The action plan takes into account the recommendations
of international organizations and partner countries, and provides main objectives for 2015 and
2016. The action plan aims at: in terms of prevention raising public awareness about TIP
crimes; Identifying the children working and living in the streets and providing them and other
minors with the information regarding TIP; In terms of protection of victims: efficient
functioning of shelters for victims of TIP; Voluntary and safe return of TIP victims to places of
their  habitual residence and support of their rehabilitation; In terms of prosecution:
implementation of proactive approaches and improvement of investigation techniques for TIP
cases in line with international best practice; Proactive identification of TIP cases: In terms of
Capacity building of professionals dealing with TIP: holding professional trainings for
representatives of law enforcement authorities to improve the investigation of TIP cases:
providing professional trainings for representatives of the judiciary authorities; Developing the
skills and qualification of the employees of the State Fund; Organizing joint workshop for
prosecutors and judges; In terms of Partnership and Internal coordination: reporting the
implementation of the action plan, Enhancement of partnership with civil society organizations;
Further development of international cooperation on TIP; Drafting and adopting the national
action plan.

The budget for the implementation of the Action Plan is allocated by each agency, as well as there
is prospective donor funding foreseen. All ministries being members of the Interagency Council
are responsible for conducting activities under the action plan.

The Interagency Coordinating Council and other relevant agencies work on the issues related to
the human trafficking of minors. For the purpose of protection, assistance and rehabilitation of
(statutory) victims of human trafficking there is operating the LEPL State Fund for Protection and
Assistance of (statutory) Victims of Human Trafficking (Thereinafter - State Fund) in Georgia. The
state fund functions under the state control of the Ministry of Labour, Health and Social Affairs of
Georgia. It was founded in 2006, on the basis of the law of Georgia on Combating Trafficking in
Persons.
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The State Fund provides the following free of charge services:

. Legal assistance (including legal representation in court)

. Psychological service (including rehabilitation and reintegration programs)
o Medical service

] Shelter service

® Compensation in the amount of 1000 Gel

. Hotline service

The services are also tailored to minors, taking into account their needs.

The Services of the State Fund are financed by the state budget.

Based on your experience, what elements are necessary for a comprehensive and rights-
based care and recovery system of child victims of sale and exploitation, including sexual
exploitation?

The State Fund services provide comprehensive and rights-based care and recovery system of
child victims. The services include the following:

Legal service

The State Fund provides legal assistance for the (statutory) victims of human trafficking, including
minors. The service covers: awareness raising in legal issues, preparing all the necessary legal
documents, legal assistance including representation in court (if necessary, referral).

Psychological service

The State Fund provides psychological service for the (statutory) victims of human trafficking,
including minors. The service consists of the following steps: individual and group psychological
consultation and rehabilitation, crisis intervention, emotional and psychological support,
psychological education, assistance in defining their future perspectives/recovering control over
their lives.

Medical service

The State Fund provides medical services for the (statutory) victims of human trafficking
(including minors), which includes identification of health condition, medical needs, medical first
aid emergency services, providing medicines.

Shelter service

The State Fund operates two shelters for the victims of human trafficking: in Batumi (opened in
2006) and Thilisi (opened in 2007).

The shelters are opened for (statutory) victims of human trafficking regardless of their race, skin
color, language, sex, religion, political or other opinions, national, ethnic, and social affiliation,
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origin, property or social status, place of residence. The (statutory) victims of human trafficking
can be placed at the shelters together with their dependents.

® asafe place to live, suitable for normal existence;

® nutrition and clothes;

® participation in the programs of integration into families and society;

¢ Support minors to access to formal and non-formal education;

* all the other activities that promote beneficiaries’ complete development, the beneficiaries’
personal data and shelter coordinates are kept confidential;

® Other measures defined by the legislation of Georgia.

websites which are used to facilitate the recruitment of trafficking victims or the dissemination of

prosecuted and convicted by court - one for 11 years and 6 month and another for 14 years
deprivation of liberty.




Ministry of Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia

Psychological assistance: private consultation and rehabilitation. Despite leaving the shelter, she is
still receiving the psychological assistance from the State Fund.

guardian. The State Fund helped her to get non-formal education in shelter which assisted her to
enter school at the appropriate class.

management of assistance and rehabilitation programmes for child victims of sale and
exploitation, including sexual exploitation.

Shelters for victims of human trafficking created under the State Fund are also available to minor
victims of human trafficking as well as to dependent minors (aged under 18). Within the current set
up of the State Fund System in Georgia children who are victims of TIP, as well as children
accompanying their parents who had been trafficked, are provided with legal guardianship if
necessary, they are entitled and when such a need arises, receive the appropriate accommodation,
age specific education and Support programmes tailored to their needs. The child victims or

TIP, there are no any challenges identified in the establishment and management of assistance and
rehabilitation programmes.

How do you ensure that the views and need of children are duly taken into account in the
design and provision of care and recovery services?

out a rehabilitation-reintegration plan, planning and ensuring psychological, medical, legal and
social services.

How do you ensure access of child victims to support services?

Refer to paragraph 5,
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How do you ensure the adoption of a gender perspective in the establishment and
Mmanagement of the assistance and rehabilitation programmes? Do the programines provide
gender-specific measures for the care and recovery of boys and girls?

focus on children at risk or in vulnerable situations (e.g. children working and/or living on
the streets, children placed in institutions, unaccompanied migrant children).

For the children living and/or working on the street the government runs special programme
which started in 2013 with the support of donors (UNICEF) and now consists of several services:
day care centers, crisis intervention centers and transit centers,

Day-care/crisis intervention centers are open-type services that provide children living and/or
working on the street with the Opportunity to satisfy basic needs (food, hygiene, other) and offer
psychological rehabilitation, Life skills development and informal education programmes aiming at
rehabilitation and reintegration of the children; the centers also offer overnight shelter to those
children who are left without any housing.

certain cases, when a biological family can provide safe environment to the child, reintegration
process is highly supported.

At the current stage 2 large institutions for children with disabilities continue to function
(approximately 80 children). Other 40 large institutions for children were closed in the frames of




