Specific information requests
Please only respond to the questions, which are relevant to your organisation.

1. Based on your experience, what elements are necessary for a comprehensive and rights-based care and recovery system of child victims of sale and exploitation, including sexual exploitation?

Based on years of experience in caring and restoring the lives of child victims of sexual crimes including sexual exploitation, SVSG focused on three key areas of a child protection system and the roles of both the duty bearer (the government of Samoa) and the rights holders (the child), in ensuring a protective environment for children free from violence, abuse and exploitation.  These 3 areas are:

1. Legislative and policy reforms – the Samoa Child Care & Protection Bill 2013 is now with Parliament and SVSG had been vocal with its comments on relevant provisions of the Bill not fully addressing the rights of the child victim of sexual exploitation.  SVSG also address this when its President was invited by the Parliamentary Sub-Committee reviewing the Bill to present during one of their review sessions;

2. The provision of quality and accessible services to prevent and respond to violence, abuse and exploitation of all children at all times such as SVSG’s 24 Hour Free Help Line and shelter facilities;

3. The role of the community and family in child protection and recovery – this is important for monitoring the progress of child victims of sexual exploitation been placed back into the community following shelter care.

2. Provide examples of good practices and successful initiatives of assistance and rehabilitation programmes, which facilitate the recovery and reintegration of child victims of sale and exploitation, including sexual exploitation.

· Conducting psycho-social support programs to rehabilitate child victims from trauma using dance, music, sports, emotional healing (worth, value, purpose) etc;
· School of Hope set up on shelter campus specifically for child victims of violence, abuse and exploitation, a place where they are comfortable learning and recover in, without the stigma from society;

· The SVSG Young Person program for young pregnant mothers after giving birth.  The program aims at restoring confidence in these child victims through 3-months program in New Zealand, giving them the opportunity to experience a new culture, build new friendships, learn new skills and regain confidence for their future;
· Community & Cultural Awareness Tours – touching base with the community tours coordinated and supported by village and church leaders;

· Telling their Stories – Documenting most significant changes and human interest stories in the lives of the child victims of violence, abuse and exploitation.

3. Describe the challenges that your organization has identified in the establishment and management of assistance and rehabilitation programmes for child victims of sale and exploitation, including sexual exploitation.

The most notable of challenges in managing assistance and rehabilitation programmes for child victims of sexual exploitation is the lack of funding.
SVSG is the only refuge in all of Samoa for child victims of violence, abuse and exploitation for which there is no government funding.  (1) A nursery shelter for babies, both abandoned and born of child victims of incest rape; (2) A disability shelter for child victims, both abandoned and raped; (3) The Children’s House of Hope for child victims of violence, abuse and exploitation ages 3 years upwards. At any time there is an average of 80 children in the shelters, self funded by SVSG in partnership with the businesses, village and church communities.
4. How do you ensure that the views and needs of children are duly taken into account in the design and provision of care and recovery services?

· Regular surveys conducted with child victims cared for in the shelter facilities;

· Pre and Post awareness surveys of a sample of children from schools involved in awareness raising programs;

· Responses from Pre and Post evaluation completed during child admission and permanent release from the shelter facilities

5. How do you ensure access of child victims to support services?

· Awareness raising programs in schools, in villages and in churches throughout the community on SVSG support services for children;
· Signboards along the roadside throughout Samoa, bearing the 24 hour Free Help Line number so that even children can call up any time when in need of help;

· Information brochures on SVSG support services for child victims, in both English and Samoa distributed in schools, in villages and in brochure stands in public places 

Submissions should be sent by 12 May 2015 at the latest to Sheila Varadan, Head of Legal Programme at Sheilav@ecpat.net
