INFORMATION PROVIDED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF BULGARIA ON THE REQUEST BY THE OHCHR ON THE PROTECTION OF THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD IN HUMANITARIAN CRISES

The number of migrant children arriving in the Member States of the European Union has soared in recent years. Quite a few of these children are unaccompanied. The total number of asylum seeking children has sextupled over the last six years.
These statistics refer to particular children who have gone through a series of migration-related ordeals, and many of these ordeals have traumatised them. Children are often subjected to exploitation, human trafficking, physical, mental and sexual violence before and/or after their arrival in EU territory. They are exposed to an enormous risk of being marginalised and drawn into criminal activity or radicalised.

The physical shock, fear, stress and trauma experienced by so many children are only part of the humanitarian crisis.

The State Agency for Refugees mobilises support for children seeking international protection by taking immediate measures and actions to meet their needs in terms of education, health care, psychological counselling, legal aid, etc.

Mindful of the children’s specific situation, the experts of the State Agency for Refugees take the following measures and actions to guarantee their protection:

· They attend the registration process;

· They identify vulnerability;

· They evaluate the needs of each child who has sought protection in the Republic of Bulgaria;

· They see to the accommodation of the children under suitable conditions;

· They ensure the provision of alternative care to unaccompanied children;

· They afford quick and effective access to status determination procedures and application of procedural guarantees;

· They carry out social counselling and refer the children to specialised medical and psychological care and services;
· They facilitate access to health care of the children seeking international protection: they register the children with a general practitioner, accompany them to hospitals, and advise them on health matters;

· They provide psychological support to the children seeking international protection. Psychologists of the State Agency for Refugees with the Council of Ministers use a Questionnaire on early identification of protection seekers with traumatic experience and monitor the children’s emotional status. The tool makes it possible to identify the children’s special needs and to refer them to adequate psychological and medical care. The psychologists carry out psychological counselling and interviews, prepare comprehensive psychological evaluations of the psychological functioning of children identified with special needs;

· They advise the children seeking international protection, including unaccompanied minors, on matters concerning education and assist their enrolment in the education system of the Republic of Bulgaria: they help in completing documents, accompany the children to the school when they enrol, share in addressing problems arising at school by keeping in touch with the teachers and the school principal. Studying Bulgarian language, social and cultural orientation are an integral part of the measures for easing access to education;
· They organise the implementation of social adaptation and cultural orientation activities.

A number of non-governmental organisations work within the compounds of the Agency’s reception centres. They carry out activities including informal education, basic knowledge of Bulgarian language, identification of vulnerability, cultural orientation, etc.

Durable solutions are essential for ensuring normal and stable conditions for all children in the long term. When identifying durable solutions, the integration of children who are asylum seekers and beneficiaries of international protection should be taken into consideration. In this connection, the Government of the Republic of Bulgaria adopted, by Decree No. 144 of 19 July 2017, an Ordinance on the Terms and Procedure for Conclusion, Performance and Termination of an Agreement on Integration of Persons who Are Beneficiaries of Asylum or International Protection.
Ordinance No. 3 on the Terms and Procedure for Reception and Training of Asylum Seekers or Beneficiaries of International Protection was endorsed on 6 April 2017.

A Coordination Mechanism has been developed for interaction among institutions and organisations in handling cases of unaccompanied or separated alien children within the territory of the Republic of Bulgaria, including children who are asylum seekers and/or beneficiaries of international protection.
Ordinance No. 6 on Acquisition of the Standard Bulgarian Language in the Pre-school and School Education System, issued by the Minister of Education and Science, was issued on 1 September 2016.
The State Agency for Refugees implements policies and measures guaranteeing the right to life, survival, and development, prevention of discrimination, as well as protection against any form of violence of children seeking international protection in the Republic of Bulgaria.
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