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Italy’s contribution in relation to the request 

of the OHCHR pursuant to 

HRC Resolution 37/20 “Rights of the Child”
Following to your query, Italian Authorities are in a position to provide the following information.

1.
Ensuring access to inclusive education for children with disabilities is one key way in which they can be empowered.

a. Please identify laws and policies in your country intended to ensure the inclusion of children with disabilities in the general education system and the transition from segregated to inclusive settings.

Italy has ratified the UN CRPD by Act No. 18/2009 and has established the competent National Observatory by Presidential Decree of 4 October 2013, also adopting the Biennial Programme of Action for the promotion of rights and the integration of persons with disabilities by Presidential Decree 4 October 2013.

The Programme was drafted by the National Observatory on the condition of persons with disabilities (OND), involving all organizations representing them to define legislative measures and policies. The OND is a Body set up pursuant to art. 3 of Act No. 18 of 3 March 2009, chaired by the Minister of Labour and Social Policies with the participation of the Ministry of Health, with advisory functions and providing for technical and scientific support for the development of national policies on disability. The key-actions as follows: - reform of the system of access, certification of the disability condition, social-healthcare; - labour and occupation; - policies, services and models for and independent life and an inclusive society; - promotion and implementation of the principles of accessibility and mobility; - training and school inclusion which provides for actions to improve the school inclusion as well as the reinforcement of territorial networks (school, educational, sport and cultural projects and initiatives); - health, right to life, qualification and rehabilitation; - international cooperation (written up with the contribution of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation).
b. Please identify any specific measures or actions being taken in your country to empower children with disabilities in education settings, particularly children with disabilities with psychosocial and intellectual impairments.
The 2009 Guidelines on school integration of students with disabilities, identify criticalities and proposals of action concerning several aspects and institutional actors involved in the integration process. All the school personnel has an educational role and a correct and precise individual planning for pupils with disabilities is needed, in collaboration with local authorities, health offices and families.

Act No. 170/2010 calls for the right of pupils and students with DSA an early and specialized diagnosis, assessing the type and entity, strong and weak components, targeted interventions by schools through individual planning, compensation, support and ad hoc evaluation.

The implementing Decree and the Guidelines for the right to education of pupils and students with DSA contain detailed provisions for individual intervention and evaluation.

State-Regions agreement of 25 July 2012 on diagnosis and certification of specific learning disorders provides that a standard national model of certification has been elaborated, so that it could be transmitted directly to schools.

Interministerial Decree adopting the Guidelines to draft regional protocols  are aimed at identifying preliminarily specific learning disorders. Since school year 2013/2014 activities for early diagnosis of DSA at school have been carried out. Regions and School Regional Offices sign MoU to this scope for a first year pilot phase in the primary school.

The Directive of 27 December 2012 of the concept of Special Educational Needs, in relation to ICF would like to deal with critical situations out of the former legislative framework to give more learning opportunities to pupils and students. 

Norms concerning the basic documents/certifications for school registration of students with disabilities have been adopted.  Furthermore they provide for school attendance in the secondary school for students with disabilities aged under 18 while for those aged above 18 without the final first level licence they have the right to attend the courses for adults at the Educational Centres, according to Act No. 104/1992.  

In relation to equality of validation for final exams and the release of the diploma, the tests are supported also with the use of technical equipments and didactic subsidies and of  every  other  form  of necessary technical aid. The provision previews new examination for pupils with disabilities, included the national INVALSI test, with reference to courses, to evaluate the progress obtained if compared with the initial learning conditions. The examination could be adapted by the Commission, if necessary, according to the individual educational planning. Privacy rules govern the outcomes of the examination, avoiding any sort of discrimination. For the final examination of the second level, it is defined by Ministerial Order, disposing for similar tests and using the same professionals that worked with the pupil during the school year. The Braille or other digital support – also expanded - should be granted.

Two Masters were financed by the Ministry of Education on DSA (70 Master at the national level with 7000 teachers involved), plus 26 Masters on specific disabilities and 14 Masters on autism. Compulsory training for teachers has been also provided for, according to Legislative Decree No. 104/2013, converted into Act No. 128/2013. Additional training and information for operators and teachers: see http://bes.indire.it/.

2.
The empowerment of children with disabilities depends upon an environment in which they are fully included and supported in claiming their rights. Please identify laws, policies and good practices in your country aimed at the inclusion and empowerment of children with disabilities, including through:

a.  Awareness-raising and capacity building on the human rights of children with disabilities, both broadly to the general population and their families, and to children with disabilities themselves.

A targeted awareness raising campaign was promoted by the Ministry of Labour and Social Policies on the occasion of the 2016. 5th National Conference on disability policies.
b. Ensuring close consultation with and active involvement of children with disabilities in decision-making processes affecting them.

d. Ensuring participation of children with disabilities in society and interconnectedness in their communities, promoting deinstitutionalization and combating isolation and segregation.

School projects financed by Act No. 440/1997 aimed at school inclusion, such as: innovative/pilot project concerning new teaching methods, also by means of the new technologies; complex situations due to network projects or projects involving schools, local authorities and associations; projects concerning good practices on individual planning and job opportunities, due to adequate school orientation; Territorial Support Centres development; training for teachers about integration and support to students with disabilities within the school and in relation to educational relationships; acquisition or empowerment of teachers methods to improve learning addressed to students with disabilities, in particular by means of the new technologies.
The Territorial Support Centres (CTS) are currently 107 on the national territory, mainly in the Provinces; they are located in schools and involve at least two teachers specialized in the field of new technologies. They support schools in purchasing and using correctly the new technologies and in promoting training and advisory teachers exchanges. A group of teachers work in a CTS on autism, together with professionals, to support schools upon request. The project has involved 13 schools, with the collaboration of associations working in this field and aims to give assistance also to families.
As it concerns the healthcare system an ad hoc MoU was signed by the Ministries of Education and Health on 12 April 2015 “Per la tutela del diritto alla salute, allo studio e all’inclusione”, to improve, coordinate and facilitate health and well-being conditions of students and their school inclusion in relation to disability and specific diseases. In this field of integrated education and health assistance to students with chronic diseases and disabilities are the following ones: to assure the finalisation of the resources available, also through the improvement of the diagnostic and organizational appropriateness, to a ready answer from the territorial specialized services for childhood and adolescence to the appraisal of children or adolescents needs and their family, and to the coordination of the sanitary and associate-charitable participations, for the definition, with the school operators, of school integration projects; to favor the active collaboration of at least one professional figure in representation of the Health Office or a structure credited with the SSN for the formulation of the Individualized Educational Plan; to assure the participations of rehabilitation out of school timetable, in accordance with art. 14 of Act No. 53/2000; to assure a timely appraisal and a punctual distribution of instruments, finalized to personal and social autonomy, developing integration of technological resources from school and health service; - to favor initiatives of joint training of school and health personnel.

c.  Ensuring provision of support to families, support networks and care-givers to enable the participation of children with disabilities in decision-making processes according to their evolving capacities.

The Support for Active Inclusion (SIA) is a measure promoted by the MLSP to counter poverty by assisting financially families in economic difficulties where there is at least one component aged under 18, or with disabilities or a pregnant woman. The family is involved in an ad hoc project managed by the Municipal social services (coordinated at the territorial level) in coordination with other local services (job centres, healthcare services, schools) and third sector, social stakeholders and the community at large. I.S.E.E is an indicator of the Economic Situation, appropriately certified, to let the potential low-income beneficiaries easily access to social assistance and public interest services.  
3.
Realizing the rights of children with disabilities can be particularly challenging in certain circumstances, such as conflict and humanitarian situations. If relevant to your country, what measures are in place to empower children with disabilities in such circumstances?

4.
Please provide information on policies and programmes in your country aiming at respecting the participation in decision-making processes of children with disabilities according to their evolving capacities.
Act No 107 of 13 July 2015, Riforma del sistema nazionale di istruzione e formazione e delega per il riordino delle disposizioni legislative vigenti provides for an integrated educational system 0-6; basic standards, personnel training and qualification; timely coordination; new role of Regions and local authorities; co-financing for school buildings management; planning and related financial measures; creation of network for early childhood. The law provides inter alia for: the promotion of school inclusion for students with disabilities, enhanced through the role of teachers, their permanent support to students with disabilities; the use of indicators for self-assessment and assessment of school inclusion, the revision of certification procedures and criteria, the revision of the territorial bodies working in the field of school inclusion, the insertion of compulsory basic learning for school personnel and teachers on school integration, the inclusion of vocational training for school personnel, the granting of homecare education for students with disabilities.
5.
Does your country have independent accountability mechanisms to monitor the situation of children with disabilities and their access to essential services, including to inclusive education in the general system without discrimination?

Act No. 104/1992, art. 13, defines also the role of the “ad personam” assistant, who works closely to the specialist teacher according to the Individual Educational Plan. Its functions are different from those of other school employees, due to the engagement in facilitating the communication with the students with disabilities, encourages his/her capabilities, mediates in the relationship with the classroom, promotes his/her participation at school and in teaching and educational programming, dialogues with the psycho-social and health assistants. 

6.
Does your country monitor the inclusion of children with disabilities through disaggregated national data?

a.  Please provide information on how the number of children with disabilities enrolled in education is recorded in national data.

b. Please provide any available data on the number of children with disabilities living in institutions or care facilities in your country.
From data collection in school year 2014-2015 pupils with disabilities were 86.985 in primary school (3.1% of all students) and 66.863 in secondary school (3.8%). At the national level in the same year 1.6 pupils with disabilities were estimated for each teacher in primary school and 1.8 in the secondary school . Regional differences are very clear. In particular, with regard to kindergartens (3-5 years), in school year 2014/2015 children attending preschools were 1.620.927 and,  among these children, those with disabilities were 22,319. The percentage of children with disabilities out of the total of children attending preschools approximates 1.4%, compared with 2.7% of the total share at all school levels. Data relating to the reception of disabled children in nurseries (0-2 years) are still very uneven for several reasons: 1) not all Italian regions have a monitoring and information system to detect them; 2) the nurseries have not reached a level of generalization as to accommodate all the children of families who apply but, by law, children in need (economic, social, cultural and disability situation) have precedence compared to the others; 3) often certifications of disability can also occur at a later time at this age.

	Students with disabilities at school (a)
	 
	 
	 
	 

	School years 2007/2008 - 2016/2017
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	Childhood

	School years
	 
	 
	v.a.
	incidence  % 
on totalof students

	2007/08
	 
	 
	18.934
	1,1

	2008/09
	 
	 
	19.313
	1,2

	2009/10
	 
	 
	20.151
	1,2

	2010/11(b)
	 
	 
	10.793
	1,2

	2011/12
	 
	 
	20.821
	1,2

	2012/13
	 
	 
	21.283
	1,3

	2013/14(b)
	 
	 
	14.232
	1,4

	2014/15
	 
	 
	22.319
	1,4

	2015/16(b)
	 
	 
	15.436
	1,5

	2016/17(b)
	 
	 
	17.625
	1,8

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	School years
	 
	 
	Primary school

	
	 
	 
	v.a.
	incidence % 
on total of students

	2007/08
	 
	 
	70.825
	2,5

	2008/09
	 
	 
	71.620
	2,5

	2009/10
	 
	 
	73.964
	2,6

	2010/11
	 
	 
	77.921
	2,8

	2011/12
	 
	 
	81.147
	2,9

	2012/13
	 
	 
	83.892
	3,0

	2013/14(b)
	 
	 
	76.862
	3,0

	2014/15
	 
	 
	86.985
	3,1

	2015/16(b)
	 
	 
	78.021
	3,2

	2016/17(b)
	 
	 
	79.777
	3,1

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	School years
	 
	 
	Secondary school - 1 level

	
	 
	 
	v.a.
	incidence % 
on total of students

	2007/08
	 
	 
	59.023
	3,2

	2008/09
	 
	 
	56.969
	3,3

	2009/10
	 
	 
	59.345
	3,3

	2010/11
	 
	 
	61.158
	3,4

	2011/12
	 
	 
	63.556
	3,5

	2012/13
	 
	 
	65.084
	3,7

	2013/14(b)
	 
	 
	62.699
	3,8

	2014/15
	 
	 
	66.863
	3,8

	2015/16(b)
	 
	 
	64.369
	3,9

	2016/17(b)
	 
	 
	65.227
	4,0

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	School years
	 
	 
	Secondary school - 2 level

	
	 
	 
	v.a.
	incidence % 
on total of students

	2007/08
	 
	 
	42.931
	1,6

	2008/09
	 
	 
	45.095
	1,7

	2009/10
	 
	 
	47.002
	2,0

	2010/11
	 
	 
	48.649
	1,8

	2011/12
	 
	 
	50.489
	1,9

	2012/13
	 
	 
	52.658
	2,0

	2013/14(b)
	 
	 
	53.451
	2,1

	2014/15
	 
	 
	58.621
	2,2

	2015/16(b)
	 
	 
	59.737
	2,3

	2016/17(b)
	 
	 
	61.880
	2,4

	(a) They are not students of special school or special kind of school
	 
	 
	 
	 

	(b) Number of students in public school
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Source: Ministry of Education
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