Inputs to Human rights council for its next annual full day meeting to be held in 2019 on Rights of the Child focusing on the theme of "Empowering children with disabilities for  the enjoyment of their rights through Inclusive Education".

Inputs based on the points provided by the Human Rights and Economic and Social Issues Section  submitted by Inclusive Education Forum-Nepal:

1. National Laws and Policies to ensure the  inclusion of children with disabilities in  the general education system and transition from segregated  to inclusive settings.

1.1. International Context – the basis for formulating Laws and Policies:

a. In article 23 (3) of CRC of 1989; has directed all the state parties to create sound environment for effective access to education and to be enjoyed by all children with disabilities.

b. In article 24 of UNCRPD 2006 has assured that all member country are responsible for lifelong education and inclusive education in all level of education without any discrimination and on the basis of equal opportunity. 

c. In 4th goal of SDG by 2030 directed to ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunity for all including children with disabilities. These two targets explicitly mentioned the issues of children and persons with disabilities

4.5 By 2030 eliminate gender disparities in education and ensure equal access to all levels of education and vocational training for the vulnerable, including persons with disabilities, indigenous peoples and children in vulnerable situations 

4.a Build and upgrade education facilities that are child, disability and gender sensitive and provide safe, non-violent, inclusive and effective learning environments for all 

National Context:

· Article 31 of Constitution of Nepal, B.S. 2072 has ensured access to compulsory and free education for all including children and persons with disabilities. Persons with different needs such as hearing and visual impairments will have rights to education using sign language and Braille script. 

· Article 22 and 23 of Act on Rights of Persons with Disability ensures the development of education systems on the basis of types and needs of  various disabilities by adopting  curricula, teaching learning methodologies, educational materials, examination systems, scripts, extracurricular activities, scholarships etc.

a. Amendment of Education Act  has been done ensuring special and inclusive education as a part of mainstream education;  Govt. can adopt and modify curriculum, books, teaching learning and examination system according to the needs of students with disabilities. 

b. Inclusive Education Policy 2016  has explicitly defined the concept, objectives and included flexible and wide policies and provisions for inclusive education in favour of children with disabilities. 
CHILD ACT 2018 ensures Free and Compulsory Education for each and every child of the State without any discrimination. The Act has provisioned a section of Special Rights for children with disabilities which ensures each child with disability to get enrolled in school and enjoy education with facilities and provisions as per their needs and functional capacities; The Act ensures education and life skills for them to prepare them for their self dependent life. Child act protects all children including children with disabilities from all discrimination, segregation, abuses and violence; special protection for most vulnerable ones ,e.g., children with intellectual, visual , hearing  and multiple  disabilities
Gap Analysis of Issues in Access to quality education for Children with Disability in Nepal.

a. Access to Education of Children with disability:

· Govt. of Nepal included disability issues in National Census. Ministry of Science Technology and Education has been using Education Management Information System for data management. Education Review Office annually evaluates learning achievements of 3, 5, and 8 grade students every year. But all this information system does not provide disaggregate data on disability.     Flash Report attached 
2. Specific measures and actions being taken to empower Children with Disabilities in education settings, particularly children with disabilities with psychosocial  and  intellectual disabilities
· Special  Education  Schools 

· Resource Classes for children with Hearing, Visual, and Intellectual disabilities to prepare them for mainstream school.
· Curriculum  developed for children with Intellectual disabilities

· Self learning resource materials for teachers developed by Department of Education.
· Sensitize, inspire, educate children, who are without any disabilities, in schools ,communities child clubs and through mass media to develop understanding about children with disabilities  and their RIGHTS, and to be with them as friends,  inspire , provide peers support  and help them to get accommodated in Inclusive schools/Clubs with respect and dignity.
· Parental education materials/ one-to-one counseling  to sensitize parents of children with disabilities to enable parents to empower their children with disabilities, to develop their resilience and self confidence.
· Build up skills and capacities of ECD Teachers to develop activities for Early childhood age kids to build up their knowledge and skills  to increase their self confidence, resilience power.
· Leadership training, Public Speaking Training, Life Skills Training, Communication training, are provided in Child clubs as well as activities to unveil their hidden talents.

 LAWS,POLICIES  and Good Practices in Action aimed at inclusion and empowerment of children with disabilities creating  an  environment  in which they are fully included and supported in claiming their rights.
1. Implementation of laws/policies: 
· Integrated education, Special education and Resource Classes   with residential facilities are there to provide educational opportunities in a positive child friendly disability friendly environment.
· Resource Classes are especially for the in transition and inclusion of children with disabilities to mainstream regular schools.
· Provision of a wide range of scholarships to ease the parents/families to avail education for the kids with disabilities.
· A few Community Based Rehabilitation Projects have been running Day Care Centers for children with Multiple disabilities, Intellectual disabilities, Autism etc  to enhance their educational skills , prepare them for enrolling in mainstream schools- there are several success stories. 
· Allocation of extra time for examinations  for children with disabilities who have difficulty in writing with their hand, e.g. ,for kids who write with foot, for kids who need a writer for them  as they dictate, for those who write very slowly because of their impairments etc.
· Braille books, Audio books, Sign Language, OCR Screen reading software are provided as per the specific needs; exemplary provision of computer for  students with visual impairment/s has been initiated to try out.
· Assessment Centers assess children 's capacities and refer for school admission to schools. 
· Identity cards distribution for respecting their Identity so that they can enjoy special protection and provisions
·  Accessible infrastructure in increased number of schools. Law has made  it mandatory for school to have disability friendly infrastructures
· A  best practice by Youths with disabilities : Home based education for children   with severe disabilities for whom schools are not ready enough to accommodate them  and  Home Tuition classes  for school going  children with disabilities  who  need extra support for their better achievements in education
Awareness and capacity building on the human rights of children with disabilities:     
· Mass Media Awareness raising by Government/NGOs – Radio, TV, Newsppers Publications, Online magazines, Printed magazines
· Alternative Media: Issue based Street Theater, Forum Theater, Stage Theater 
· Workshops /Training for families, Parents, School Teachers, ECD Teachers, Board members,    Community Mothers groups, Health Volunteers, 
· Orientations/sensitization for Local Government agencies, Parliamentarians, Politicians Social leaders , Teachers' Associations etc.
For children themselves:
· Mural painting by Children  with disabilities, 
· Child Club activities /promotion of Inclusive Child  clubs /capacity building training,
· Child-to-child activities with children
· Talent competitions/Cultural activities—Win-Win 
· Special Olympics-Nobody is behind
· Special sports activities for the Rights of children with disabilities
Ensuring   close consultation with and active involvement of children with disabilities in decision making processes  in  their evolving capacities.
· As per the new Government  Policy   Four  Youth with disabilities are to participate in decision making process in the Disability Coordination Committee  in  Community Based  Data  Management, program development ,monitoring , education opportunities, accessible infrastructure and disability friendly environment in the schools, community places.
· Participation opportunities of Children with disabilities in Social, cultural, religious activities, festivals, family/community events have increased ,though children with severe disabilities are left out.

Challenges in the realization of the rights of children with disabilities in difficult circumstances: In Nepal Such challenges are natural calamities: earthquakes ,Floods, landslides ,Fire. To meet these challenges to realize children's rights Community based Disaster Risk Reduction Programs are being implemented which addresses the issues of children with disabilities. In addition lots of information materials/Visuals  are widely disseminated in mass. Visual and printed material are produced with special focus to the issues of children with disabilities 

Relevant measures to empower children with disabilities in such circumstances: Prioritizing children with disabilities, Including them, involving them in every program activities of awareness raising for prevention and disaster management, listening to their views and opinions and consider for decision making. on the other hand equally, sensitize adults and other children to involve children with disabilities with respect and develop understanding and sensitivity about the capacities and strengths of each and every child with disabilities.

Laws,Policies and Programs to respect their participation as per their evolving capacities;
· LAWS; Constitution of Nepal Provisions, Child Act 2018 articles on Special section for children with disabilities.

· Policy: Inclusive Education Policy  primarily, Child Club formation Policy in every school and community
· Programs: Inclusive Child Club Promotion, Child Club Networks at Village ,Municipality, District , Province level ,

·  Parental Education Program to ensure their participation in family. Teachers' sensitization program to ensure their participation in school decision making process.
Children including children with disabilities are included in the School Management Committees to express their views in decision making.

 Monitoring mechanism:

Independent Accountability  mechanism to monitor the situation of children with disabilities in terms of their accessibility ti essential services including Inclusive Education:

· Coordination Committees –from local to national level- are responsible to monitor situation of disabilities in terms of their accessibility to essential services, e.g ,Inclusive Education,Health, infrastuture,ID card distribution, ec  ensureing 

· Assessment Center itself is responsible to monitor children's inclusion in education.

· DPOs monitor the situation local to national level and share report of CWDS' status

· NFDN,s national network based monitoring mechanism.
Examples of efforts to monitor the inclusion of children with disabilities through disaggregated national data, including how the number of children with disabilities enrolled in education is recorded in national data:

Please see data as attached.

Thank you, 
	
	

	I
ndependent   Accountability   Mechanisms to monitor situation of children with disabilities and their access to essential services including to Inclusive Education without any discrimination:

· Coordination Committees –from 
· local to national level- are responsible to monitor situation of disabilities in terms of their accessibility to essential services, e.g ,Inclusive Education,Health, infrastuture,ID card distribution, ec  ensureing 

· Assessment Center itself is responsible to monitor children's inclusion in education.

· DPOs monitor the situation local to national level and share report of CWDS' status

· NFDN……
Examples of efforts to monitor the inclusion of children with disabilities through disaggregated national data, including how the number of children with disabilities enrolled in education is recorded in national data:
INSERT DATA
CONCLUSION: CRPD National Report of Nepal has been studies UNCRPD Committee and have given feedback for improvement with the team of Nepal comprising Government reps NHRC reps DPOs.

report attached
Attacments: Detail Policy papers: IE Policy, Education Law,Disability Rights Act Child rights Act

Disability Rights Implementation   years Action Plan 
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