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Child Safe Tourism –  

the new approach to combatting 

child sexual exploitation in travel 

and tourism 

 



Who are we 
 
• AusAID initiative, Project Childhood 

• Working against child sexual exploitation in travel 

and tourism 

• Cambodia, Lao PDR, Thailand and Vietnam 

• Prevention (World Vision) and Protection 

(UNODC/INTERPOL) 



Situational context Situational context 



Rapid tourism growth 

• Cambodia – over 2.5m IVAs from Jan-Sept 2012; 

15% increase 

• Laos – over 2.4m IVAs from Jan-Sept 2012; 12% 

increase 

• Thailand – over 22m in 2012; almost 16% 

increase 

• Vietnam – over 6m IVAs from Jan-Nov 2012; 

11.4% increase 



Children on the street 



Children in exploitation 



Children are easily accessible 





Situational context Situational context 
Working with 

communities 



Findings from the field 

• Limited understanding about ‘sexual abuse’ 

(penetrative rape only) 

• Limited understanding about who is an offender 

(strangers and outsiders, foreigners) 

• Overemphasis on girls’ virginity / insufficient 
protection of boys  



Educative tools and messages – 

children and young people 

• You have a right to be safe 

• You have a right to say NO to a person who 

touches you inappropriately or threatens safety 

• It’s important to TELL trusted adults about such 

situations 

 

 



Educative tools and messages – 

parents and carers 

• Be well-informed  

• Build an open & trusting relationship with your 

children 

• Teach your children protective strategies 

• Be aware and know who to contact for help 

 

 



Educative tools and messages – 

community representatives 

• Raise awareness and stimulate open dialogue 

• Implement prevention strategies, incl making 

schools/child care facilities safer 

• Be aware and take action if a child is at risk 

 



National Child Helplines 

• Strengthen capacity 

• Support integration into child protection systems 

• Encourage sustainability of service provision 

 



Working with the 

Tourism Industry 







Findings from our market research 



• 19.5% felt they had enough information to protect 

children 

• 48.2% said that prior to departure, they had not 

received or accessed any information on how to 

protect children in the region 

• 84.8% wanted more information on the issue 
 

Findings from our market research 



Child Safe Tourism Campaign 



Child Safe Tourism Campaign 



Child Safe Tourism is tourism which; 

 
 1. Recognises it’s potential role in and impact on 

child exploitation  

2. Takes responsibility to minimise harmful 

impact, direct or indirect, on vulnerable children  

3. Takes an active role in strengthening and 

maintaining a safe environment for all 

children  
 



Tourism Sector Training 

• Links between child exploitation and tourism 

• Child safe tourism practices and standards 

• Helping businesses understand what their 

travelling client want 

 



Working with Government 

Partners 

• Ministries of Social Affairs and Tourism 

• Collaboration in Tourism Sector Training 

• Partners of child safe tourism campaign 

• Vietnam – Inter-Ministerial Work Plan on 

child safe tourism 
 

 



Emerging best 

practices 
 



Role of the Media; 
 
 •Promotion of child safe 
tourism 

•Discussions & conversations 

•Further information 











Company 

standards  
 





British Airways 

Standard Charter Bank Thailand 

European Safety Concepts 

Mackenzie Smith Law 

Jones Lang LaSalle 

Manpower 
Sutlet Group 

http://www.charter.ac.th/
http://www.languageopenlearning.com/
http://www.gsk.com/




Proactive pro-child 

business 
 











If the tourism Industry 

largest sector in the world? 

 

These efforts are too small 

and isolated.   
 
 



What else do we need?  
 
 



Responsible Tourism 

Agenda to include child 

safe tourism 
 
 



Responsible 

Tourism is 

tourism ‘that 

creates 

better places 

for people to 

live in, and 

better places 

to visit’. 
Responsible Tourism 
Development Fund 



More awareness 

and information 

for the tourism 

sector and 

travellers  
 
 



More ethical 

choices for 

travellers 
 
 



More 

safeguards 

for children 
 
 



Promoting child 

safe tourism 

innovations in 

the private 

sector 
 
 





Child Safe Survey - snapshot 

• 65% purchased goods that benefited local community 

• 30% toured through a slum or other marginalised 

community 

• Child Protection policy for a business would positively 

influence purchasing decision (51%, 31%, 12%) 

• 50% received no information about child abuse or 
exploitation in tourism 



Thank you 


