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INTRODUCTION
1. This compilation of information has been produced as a mid-term report for the previous UPR report. The document was produced in March 2020 by the group of organizations above-mentioned who advocate for equal right to health for all, including persons belonging to vulnerable categories. The focus of the submission is on vulnerable categories of people that are often subjected to multiple forms of discrimination – persons affected by tuberculosis, people living with HIV, adolescents, children, homeless people, and people who inject drugs.
2. The submission is relevant for the implementation of the following recommendations accepted by Romania at UPR 2018: 114.70 (Czech Republic), 114.133 (Australia), 114.134 (Israel), 114.135 (Germany), 114.130 (Mongolia), 114.144 (Slovenia), 114.136 (Estonia)
3. The rights of persons living with HIV/AIDS
· The fear of difference manifests itself in a high level of distrust, especially in LGBT (74%), Roma (72%), immigrants (69%), Muslims (68%), people with HIV AIDS (58%), people of other religion (58%), Hungarians (53%) and Jews (46%).
· The social distance scale indicates a high intolerance towards LGBT persons (59% do not accept them as relatives, 52% do not accept them as friends), immigrants (39% do not accept them as relatives, 30% do not accept them as friends), and persons HIV / AIDS infected (27% do not accept to be relatives, 23% do not accept to be friends). In the second class of intolerance are the categories defined by the ethnic criterion, in the following order: Roma (29% do not accept to be relatives, 18% do not accept to be friends), Hungarians ((24% do not accept to be relatives, 15% do not accept to be friends) and Jews (21% do not accept to be relatives, 14% do not accept to be friends)
.
· The lack of a national HIV framework since 2007 and failure to reinstate the National AIDS multi-sectorial Commission, while HIV incidence is growing among vulnerable groups and harm reduction interventions are not funded at national scale.
· Linking people to treatment and care is undermined by the periodic drug stockouts patients are confronted with due to poor management and planning capacity, despite the steady increase in government funding.
· A group of experts of the civil society organizations submitted a final draft of the HIV/AIDS Action Plan in November 2017
. The draft was published on the official website of the Ministry of Health at the end of 2018, for 30 days. One of the main concerns raised by the CSOs was the lack of a detailed budget for each of the actions proposed by the Plan. Initially, the draft submitted by the CSOs included a detailed budget with the allocation for each cluster of activities.  
· The CSOs raised the concerns that without such budgetary allocation, the activities will not be delivered accordingly with the Action Plan and the government accountably will be very difficult to be evaluated by the civil society.
· The multi-disciplinary center that should deliver services to people living with HIV/AID, people diagnosed with Tuberculosis and people who inject drugs, and was supposed to function in Bucharest under the coordination of the social and medical services organized by the City Hall, is still not functional.
· At the end of 2019, in Romania, there were 16,486 HIV-infected persons, according to the data
 published by the Compartment for Monitoring and Evaluation of HIV/AIDS Data in Romania of the National Institute for Infectious Diseases “Prof. Dr. Matei Bals”. Of these, 10,026 were men and 6,460 women. 794 new cases of HIV infection were diagnosed in 2019. Overall, there are around 700 new cases identified each year. The number of infected may at first glance seem high. But it has to be put into perspective. Last year alone, in Romania there were 11,630 cases of tuberculosis in adults. Of these, 9,818 were new cases, and 1,812 were relapses.
4. Recommendations:
· To adopt the government decision and allocate a budget for the National Strategy on HIV/AIDS and for the National Strategy on Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights.
· To ensure that the Multi-disciplinary center is functional under the City Hall of Bucharest. 
· To ensure that the HIV/AIDS National Commission is established and efficiently working. 
· To ensure access to HIV free testing for all medical personnel.
· To improve cooperation between health care units, medical services, or national programs (HIV and TB) in order to provide quality services in situations when an interdisciplinary approach is needed to handle patients with HIV and other comorbidities (HCV, TB, cancer), cases of pregnant women living with HIV (family planning, ob/gyn, cervical cancer screening).
· To adopt legislation that allows ministries and state agencies to subcontract social and medical services targeting vulnerable populations to NGOs.
· To adopt legislation that grants access to HIV testing without parental consent below 18 years of age.
5. The rights of people who inject drugs (PWID) 
· RAA requested to the Bucharest Mayor Office to start the process of delivering integrated social-educational and medical services for people living with HIV, people diagnosed with TB and people who inject drugs. The Bucharest Mayor Office proposed an old building that was supposed to be used as an integrated services center (Orzari Street). After a considerable delay and refuse to answer to the RAA requests of indicating the date when the center will be open, in December 2019, Bucharest Mayor Office informed the RAA that the mandatory feasibility study is contracted. So far, no information about when the center will be open, was obtained from the County Council. 
· Romanian Parliament adopted the Law no. 143 /2000 for the prevention and combating the use of drugs. The law passed by Parliament tightens the penalties for drug trafficking. However, the law does not include the criteria of separation between consumption or possession and traffic, which leads to the individual classification in one of the two categories without clear criteria
.  The CSOs addressed a letter to the Romanian President and asked not to promulgate the law. The law is currently back in Parliament (Chamber of Deputies) but no changes have been made
. 
· The National Antidrug Agency has informed at 16 March 2020 that two projects to be financed on the National Interest Programs – the aim of these projects is related to the non-formal education.
 In the end, only one project was funded.

· In Romania, prevention and treatment services are extremely limited in terms of coverage and resources. For example, The National Anti-Drug Agency estimates 20,288 problematic opioid users at the country level, of which 9,030 in Bucharest. For these, there are about 1,500 places for methadone substitution treatment (again these services are found exclusively in Bucharest, for the rest of the country there is nothing). The rest of the prevention services, treatment and risk reduction are divided into two categories: completely non-indulgent or inefficient and nonexistent.

· In a recent report published by the Romanian Angel Appeal Foundation
, a series of barriers blocking the multiplication of substitute treatment offers was identified: ( Absence of medical staff with specialized training interested in providing OST services, ( Lack of optimization of the National Mental Health Program (PN-SM) and its positioning on cost-efficiency criteria, ( Lack of interest from local authorities for the provision of OST services and ( Failure to comply with the plans laid down in the National Anti-drug Strategy regarding OST
6. Recommendations:
· Amendment of Law no. 143/2000 is necessary, but not in the sense proposed by the legislative initiative PL-x no. 549/2019, but in one that ensures the existence and functioning of services, which respects the principles of the Strategy National Anti-Drug and European Drug Strategy, respecting human rights, which supports people with addictions so that they can integrate into the society at an optimal level of functioning from the point of view of health and social, and not to punish them. The law adopted following the legislative initiative PL-x no. 549/2019 also opens the way to a further overcrowding of the penitentiary system through mass incarceration of drug users.
· Ensuring the availability of OST substitution treatment in hospitals specialized in the treatment of associated comorbidities such as tuberculosis, hepatitis C, HIV
·  Scale up and subsidize the needle and syringe distribution/exchange programs at national level.
· Introduce a national funding mechanism that allow civil society operators to provide subsidized services from national sources that meet the needs of people who inject drugs
· Make available HIV and Hepatitis C tests and treatment by integrating these services with harm reduction programs
· Emergency introduction of a competence in addictions in the Nomenclature of medical specialties, competence open to general practitioners, family physicians, physicians in infectious diseases and psychiatrists. Action required: Supplement Order 1509/2008 approving the Nomenclature of medical, medical-dental and pharmaceutical specialties for the healthcare network. Elaborate the necessary curricula (or updating the one already submitted) and its approval by the National Center for Professional Development in the Health Sector within the Ministry of Health.
· Creation of legal means for the financial stimulation of family physicians and other specialist physicians providing OST services. Action required: Introduce medical services for the assessment and treatment of substance addictions in Annex 1 of the Methodological Norms for the application of the Government Decision approving the service packages and the Framework Agreement governing the conditions of the provision of medical assistance, medicines and medical devices within the social security system (HG [Government Decision] 140/2018) in the list of medical services whose payment is made by rate per medical service based on the corresponding score.
· Update and flexibility of the National Mental Health Program run by the National Health Insurance House. Action required: Update the hospital units included in the PN-MS and the make the admission criteria of the units that can participate in this program more flexible, by implementing and applying Article 52, par. 2 letter c) of Law 95/2006 allowing private healthcare providers to access the PN-MS when the capacity of public providers is exceeded.
· Emergency operationalization of the National Interest Program (PIN) coordinated by the ANA and inclusion of OST activities among eligible proposals. Action required: The National Program for Prevention and Medical, Psychological and Social Assistance of Drug Users (PIN) has a total budget foreseen a six times the annual budget allocated by the CNAS for substitution treatment. To date, approximately 1% of this amount has been spent. The failure to open financing for projects submitted in 2019 (all applications being rejected) suggests the need to reformulate the eligibility criteria and the priorities for granting such funding. The inclusion among priorities of the activities directly related to the OST centers or related services is a priority and could increase the funds allocated to the field, without the need to identify other sources of financing.

7. Teen pregnancy
· Teen pregnancy remains an area of concern. According to a Eurostat study conducted in 2019, Romania occupy the first place in terms of the birth rate among adolescents. The percentage at national level is 12.3%, well above the European average, of 4%. In Romania, one in ten children has a teenage mother.
· The Law on the right of the children no. 272 of 2004, established by art. 46 par. 6,  periodic visits of specialized medical personnel to the homes of pregnant women and children up to the age of one year are mandatory, in order to protect the health of the mother and child, health education, prevention of abandonment, abuse, neglect, exploitation and any form of violence against the child.
· The amendment of the Law on the rights of the children operated by the Romanian Parliament in June 2018 is eliminating the state obligation to provide sex education in schools, which will have a negative impact on efforts to ensure the right to education for children and adolescents in the field of sexual and reproductive health.
· 70.3% of students in grades V-VIII believe that sex education should be taught in schools. At least, this shows a study by the research agency IMAS. This, in the context in which 10 out of 100 mothers in Romania are under 19 years old. But it is worse that Romania is in the first place in Europe and in the maternal mortality among young women. Specifically, 740 women died at birth in the period 2000-2017, according to a report of the Ministry of Health
.
· According to the law, parental consent for accessing sexual and reproductive health care services is required until 16 years old
, although the legal age of consent for sexual relations is 15 years old.
 Nevertheless, in practice, health care providers require parental consent until 18 years old.
· The National Strategy of May 24, 2018 on promoting equal opportunities and treatment between women and men and preventing and combating domestic violence for the period 2018 – 2021, include one area – the reproductive health of women of men but the government did not adopt a National Strategy on Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights till June 2020.
8. Recommendations:
· To adopt the National Strategy on Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights.
· To take measures to prevent teenage pregnancy and ensure services for supporting teenage mothers to continue their education and have access on the labor market.
· To include mandatory comprehensive sexual and reproductive health education in schools.
· To engage into developing the capacity and establishing competences of professional orientation and counseling centers, social workers, child workers, and family planning centers to monitor, identify and assist the cases at risk of school abandonment, child marriage, and early pregnancy.
9. The rights of people affected by tuberculosis (TB). 
· Romania registered 9,070 new cases of tuberculosis in the first nine months of 2019. Romania is the first in the European Union in the number of illnesses, even if the number of patients is 500 less than the previous year in the same period. 391 of these cases were children, and the mortality from tuberculosis is high, 4.1 percent of the population
.
· RAA elaborated and submitted the final draft of TB norms to Ministry of Health in January 2020. Some of the norms are still waiting approval by relevant ministries.
· The Government adopted the art. II at the Emergency Ordinance no.25/2020 regarding the social insurance norms for the leave and indemnity during the incapacity to work within the TB treatment. However, some other provisions of the Ordinance have just been declared unconstitutional so it’s unclear at this point if the TBC patients benefit from the sick leave.
· Although the TB control registered important progress over the last 13 years, this progress is mainly due internationally supported programs, NGO involvement and continuous efforts of the TB medical staff.
· Tuberculosis is currently one of the most important public health threats worldwide. Though it has registered a significant decrease of the number of cases in the past 10 years, Romania is still first in the European Union as far as tuberculosis incidence is concerned. Every year, around 1,500 people die and some 20,000 get infected with tuberculosis, most cases being among active population (15-54 years of age).
· During the past years, Romania has been facing a public health challenge, the multidrug-resistant tuberculosis (MDR-TB) and extensively drug resistant (XDR-TB). The number of new MDR-TB cases in Romania is estimated by the World Health Organization at around 1,000 each year. The resistance to the most important TB drugs turns tuberculosis from a curable disease into a hardly curable or even incurable one. Moreover, TB diagnosis in Romania is done, in most cases, with delay, which increases the risk of contagion and of developing more severe forms of the disease.
· Due to the lack of patient support through adequate social measures and because of TB-drugs management difficulties, 7 out of 10 MDR-TB patients registered in 2017 were relapses, failures, chronic or non-adherent patients, thus increasing the epidemic risk
.
· Integrated treatments for a patient with MDR or XDR tuberculosis cost around 15,000 euros / patient and Romania had 242 such cases in the first 9 months of 2019. A small number of patients, but without the right treatment, at risk of serious infection for other people
.
· Lately, until COVID -19, in parallel with the monitoring of the situation of anti-TB medicines (http://bit.ly/Raport-Monitorizare-Med medicines-TBC_2020), Ministry of Health, National Institute of Public Health, Institute of Pneumonia-physiology Marius Nasta from Bucharest and experts of Romanian Angel Appeal, with the support of the WHO and of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, performed a critical analysis of the situation and collaborated in identifying the best solutions for all patients with tuberculosis to have access to all treatment schemes recommended by WHO.
10. Recommendations:
· To adopt the Regulation at the Law no. 302/2018 regarding tuberculosis control measures and the budget according to the needs; 
· The implementation of the National Strategy for TB Control for 2015-2020 should be supported by the Government of Romania with sufficient and sustainable funding, and necessary changes in the health system. Aspects requiring immediate action include access to adequate treatment regimens and uninterrupted supply
 of TB drugs for MDR/XDR TB, ambulatory treatment and social support of patients, diagnosis and infection control.
· To introduce a national funding mechanism that allow civil society operators to provide subsidized services from national sources that meet the needs of people at risk and/or affected of TB.
· To adopt and apply the WHO Guidelines for treatment of drug susceptible tuberculosis and patient care
 and the international recommendations for treatment of drug susceptible and drug resistant tuberculosis and patient care
.
· The Central Management Unit of the National Tuberculosis Program requires capacity strengthening (more human resources and adequate funding) to perform its duties such as: regular monitoring, drug procurement and supply management, methodological support for the NTP network, etc.
· Consider introducing an update of the National Guidelines for Program Management of Drug-resistant Tuberculosis (PMDT) in line with recently released recommendations by the WHO on PMDT, especially on new groups of TB drugs and regimen design for M/XDRTB.

· Activation of the Cyprus clause through the implementation in Romania of the Article 126a of the European Directive 2001/83/EC

· Creation of alternatives to centralized purchasing: cost-volume contracts or distributors in the EU

· Centralized purchasing procedures in the TB program for the next cycle should begin no later than July 2020
· Inclusion of digital technologies for TB patient support and monitoring in the National TB Program, thus supporting the ambulatory care reform currently piloted by the MoH in Bucharest.
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