Second Part:  Word Format APPLICATION FOR SPECIAL PROCEDURES MANDATE HOLDER
HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL SECRETARIAT 
APPLICATION FORM SPECIAL PROCEDURES MANDATE

How to start the application process: 

- The application process has been split into 2 parts, the first part is a Web-based application and the second part is an application form in word which can be downloaded, completed and returned by email. Both parts and all sections of the application form should be filled in for the application to be processed. The application form should be completed in the working languages of the UN Secretariat only, e.g. English or French.
The first part, i.e. the Web-based application is used to collect information for statistical purposes such as personal data (i.e. name, gender, nationality), contact details, mandate/s applying for and nominating entity. The web-based application should only be completed once, i.e. multiple selection allowed to indicate if the candidate is applying for more than one mandate. 

This is the second part of the application form in Word format which can be downloaded, completed and saved in word format and then submitted as an attachment by email. Information provided in this form, includes a motivation letter of maximum 600 words, will be used as received to prepare the public list of candidates who applied for each vacancy and will be made available to concerned parties, including through the OHCHR Internet. 

Once completed the application form in Word format should be submitted by e-mail to hrcspecialprocedures@ohchr.org 

If the candidate is applying for more than one mandates, an application form needs to be completed and sent for each mandate. 

· A maximum of 3 reference letters can be attached, in pdf format, to the application sent by email. No additional document is required. 
· Application Deadline: 15 August 2012 (midnight, GMT). 
· Shortlisted candidates will be interviewed at a later stage. 

If encountering technical difficulties, you may contact us by 

E-mail: 
" 
hrcspecialprocedures@ohchr.org


or 

Fax: + 41 22 917 9011 

PERSONAL DATA 
	Family Name:        Valdez                                                                       
	Sex:   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Male   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Female

	First Name:           Patricia                                                                     
	Date of birth ( d-MMM-yy): 14-oct-52

	Maiden name (if any): Tappatá                                                               
	Place of birth: Bahía Blanca, Argentina

	Middle name: María                                                                            
	Nationality(ies): Argentinian / Italian / Peruvian


I. MANDATE
Indicate the specific mandate applied for: 

Note: Please select ONE only. If you are applying for more than one mandate, please submit a separate form for each mandate.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 1.  Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Eritrea (new mandate) - A/HRC/RES/20/20
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 2.  Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Belarus (new mandate) - A/HRC/RES/20/13
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 3. Special Rapporteur on the implications for human rights of the environmentally sound management and disposal of hazardous substances and waste (resignation of the current mandate-holder) - A/HRC/RES/18/11
II. MANDATE - SPECIFIC COMPETENCE/QUALIFICATION/KNOWLEDGE
NOTE: Please describe why the candidate’s competence/qualifications/knowledge is relevant in relation to the specific mandate:
	QUALIFICATIONS (200 words)

Relevant educational qualifications or equivalent professional experience in the field of human rights; good communication skills (i.e. orally and in writing) in one of the official languages of the United Nations (i.e. Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian, Spanish.)

	Apart from my university training, I have participated in formal and informal training sessions and courses – organized at government, university and non-governmental institutional level – on specific issues relating to international Human Rights Law. I was awarded two scholarships: International Human Rights Internship Program (1987-1988) to work with the Permanent Assembly for Human Rights of Argentina. There, together with colleagues, key contributors to the investigations carried out by the CONADEP, I coordinated the Group Initiative for a Convention against the Forced Disappearance of Persons, comprising jurists and human rights activists. My second scholarship enabled me to investigate the response of the Peruvian government and the human rights movement in that country in the light of the political violence in Peru (1989-1990, supported by the Ford Foundation).

I have worked since 1977 for the defence of human rights in Peru, El Salvador and Argentina (see C Vitae). I am currently an independent researcher and consultant on Human Rights issues, Memory and Democracy in Latin America. I am also faculty member of the LLM in International Human Rights (School of Law, University of Buenos Aires). I am the professor of the course on “Transitional Justice”. 

English (fluent oral and written), French (only reading), Spanish (mother tongue).


	RELEVANT EXPERTISE (200 words)
Knowledge of international human rights instruments, norms and principles. (Please state how this was acquired).
Knowledge of institutional mandates related to the United Nations or other international or regional organizations’ work in the area of human rights. (Please state how this was acquired).
Proven work experience in the field of human rights. (Please state years of experience.
	From the earliest days of my work, an in-depth knowledge of the international instruments establishing State obligations and the mechanisms for the protection of the victims, proved essential. A crucial task – together with the team of lawyers under me – consisted of the investigation and preparation of paradigmatic cases to be reported to the national authorities and the preparation of reports for CIDH-OEA, the UN Commission on Human Rights and international organizations (as AI and HRW). Shortly after, these cases were set before the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances – created in 1980 – and I was in regular contact in preparation for their visits to Perú. Frequent communication with and assistance to these organizations were part of my regular responsibilities.

I have had 35 years of direct experience with Human Rights. My work, carried out in three countries, combined direct attention to the victims, investigation and follow up of individual and collective cases, preparation of reports, advocacy and presentation of the topic at national and international fora. Since the beginning of my career, I have zealously combined personal commitment and the everyday defence of the victims, with reflection on the problems observed and sustained dialogue with jurist associations, regional and international non-governmental organizations and academia.





	ESTABLISHED COMPETENCE             (200 words)
Nationally, regionally or internationally recognized competence related to human rights. (Please explain how such competence was acquired).
	Throughout my work, I have faced challenging situations requiring professional expertise, facility to perform under unprecedented circumstances, articulation between civil society and state institutions as well as the ability to present the problems before regional and international bodies.

My work has always developed in concord with others and my ability to mediate between relevant players in national contexts is well known. A few examples: I was co-founder of the National Coordinating Commission on Human Rights (today comprises 78 institutions). I formed part of the Advisory Council of the Peace Committee (President’s Office during Alan García’s first term). In El Salvador I directed the Truth Commission, created as a result of the Peace Accords. In Argentina I have since 1995 been on the Board of CELS, and on the Management Council for the Memory Park & Monument to the victims of State terrorism. I have on numerous occasions been called upon by state institutions in my country to provide counsel on human rights issues, in particular on transitional justice. 

I have participated in symposia and ad hoc consultations organized by civil organizations and governments around the world to cooperate, among others, on activities of the Truth Commissions, on archive identification and treatment and on historical sites and museums.



	flexibility/readiness and AVAILABILITY of time (200 words)
to perform effectively the functions of the mandate and to respond to its requirements, including participating in Human Rights Council sessions in Geneva and General Assembly sessions in New York, travelling on special procedures visits, drafting reports and engaging with a variety of stakeholders.  (Indicate whether candidate can dedicate an estimated total of approx. three months per year to the work of a mandate)
	I am aware of the nature of the functions inherent to the posting and can therefore assure my flexibility and availability to comply with its responsibilities. 



III. LANGUAGES (READ / WRITTEN / SPOKEN)
Please indicate all language skills  

	Languages
	Read
	Write
	Speak

	
	Easily
	Not Easily
	Easily
	Not Easily
	Easily
	Not Easily

	Arabic
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Chinese
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	English
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	French
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Russian
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Spanish
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Mother tongue: 
Spanish
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



IV. Motivation Letter (600 word limit)
	Human Rights Council Secretariat

Special Procedures 
My training as a social worker put me from the very beginning in contact with the realities of injustice and structural poverty. I made the personal choice to develop my professional and university practice and my first jobs in the poorest districts of Bahía Blanca, my home town.

Once in Peru, and motivated by my commitment to social issues while working on the analysis of documents in a number of archives devoted to Latin American problems, I participated personally in the reception of individuals who had fled Southern Cone dictatorships and taken refuge in Peru. I assimilated firsthand experience with the exile of Chilean, Uruguayan, Argentine and Bolivian citizens.

When I began to work with the Episcopal Commission for Social Action on the defence of human rights in Peru, I had regular contact with workers who underwent street repression, were imprisoned and/or mistreated for their demands. These contingents of workers – in the main miners and teachers – were, together with numerous political prisoners, for many years the focus of my daily activities. As of 1980, my task was radically challenged by the emergence and activities of the Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path) terrorist group, and the deployment of a counterinsurgency strategy that added more victims to those produced by the guerrilla incursions.

Subsequently, in Central America, I directed the El Salvador Truth Commission, an unprecedented initiative created by mutual agreement between the FMLN and the government of El Salvador and which led to the signing of the Peace Agreements brokered by the United Nations. The field operations deployed in El Salvador provided me with an opportunity to work from inside an extremely important complex international organization. The project was to be developed over the very short term. It required the use of creative strategies and instruments to achieve access to crucial information, interview thousands of victims, relatives and witnesses, and break the barriers that prevented access to the members of the armed forces who had participated in the repression. Similarly, it was necessary to interact with other significant players among State authorities, civil society, the churches, and foreign representatives, along with others.

My direct on-the-ground knowledge of the circumstances surrounding human rights violations, my work in the prisons, with exiled and tortured persons, my investigation into complex cases and collective massacres, and some time later, once back in Argentina, the possibility of participating in the debate on the design of public policies that would ensure respect for Human Rights, have endowed me with a privileged measure of experiences and knowledge.

It is my desire, at this stage, to use this knowledge and experience to make a contribution to the defence of human rights that have been devastated in other parts of the world. My work has so far focussed principally on Latin America, but I have had occasion to gain first hand knowledge of the South African transition and have interacted over the last decade with activists and academics from countries of Africa and Asia.

I am well aware – because I have seen and received their beneficial effects – of the positive changes that can take place in a country when intervention from international organizations is opportune, firm and targets matters and problems that other national players would have to tackle at the risk of their own lives.

As the representative of the United Nations Council on Human Rights, the tasks of the Special Rapporteur entail a responsibility that I believe could be well served by my proven capabilities, my knowledge of the subject and the professional expertise I have developed over the last thirty years. It is for this reason that I trust that my application for the Special Rapporteur mandate for Eritrea will be considered in the light of the results I have achieved throughout my career. Yours sincerely



V. EDUCATIONAL RECORD
NOTE: Please list the candidate’s academic qualifications: (university level and higher)

	Name of degree and name of academic institution
	Years of Attendance
	Place and Country

	Graduate Coursework in Social Science, 

M.A. Candidate
 

FLACSO (Facultad Latinoamericana de Ciencias Sociales - Latin America Faculty of Social Science).

	1990-1992
	Buenos Aires, Argentina

	Post Graduate Studies in Social Work,

Universidad Nacional de Córdoba, Facultad de Derecho y Ciencias Sociales (National University of Córdoba, Law and Social Sciences School).





	1989
	Córdoba, Argentina

	Bachelor in Social Work,

Ministerio de Bienestar Social (Ministry of Social Welfare). 



	1970-1973
	Bahía Blanca, Argentina

	Primary Schoolteacher 

Escuela Normal Nacional

	1969
	Bahía Blanca, Argentina


VI. EMPLOYMENT RECORD
NOTE: Please briefly list ALL RELEVANT professional positions held, beginning with the most recent one: 
	Name of Employer
Functional Title
Main functions of position
	Years of Attendance/Work
	Place and Country

	Memoria Abierta (Open Memory) NGO. 

I was the founder of this institution conformed by five human right organizations. The mission is collect, preserve and give access to valuable archives about the last dictatorship. MA cooperates with the Tribunals in the investigations of crimes against humanity and elaborates educational tools for dissemination purposes about our recent past. MA is a leading organization in the field of memory work in Latin America and in other parts of the world.  
www.memoriaabierta.org.ar



	2001 to 2012
	Buenos Aires, Argentina

	Fundación Poder Ciudadano (Citizen Power Foundation)
-
Programme Coordinator "Justice in Argentina"

To create a critic mass about the needs to introduce changes in the Judicial Powers as a way of install a more transparent and equitative justice. 

-
Programme Coordinator "Political Representation" 

To create a data base about the background of the candidates running for elections. Investigation and advocacy work about the financing of electoral campaigns.



	1990-1991

1993-1997

	Buenos Aires - Argentina

	United Nations 

Director of the Truth Commission for El Salvador
I was the head of a team (28 people, only 14 of them researchers) in El Salvador with the responsibility of plan, organize and develop the whole activity of the Truth Commission.  


	April 1992 - April 1993
	New York- El Salvador

	Comisión Episcopal de Acción Social – CEAS 

Director of Human Rights Department - National Conference of Bishops.
I was in charge of the whole operation of the Department, that has gave legal advisory and social attention to the victims. Also I coordinated a national network of pastoral agents from the grassroots communities based that promoted and defended human rights in the rural and poor urban areas.
For more information about Employment Record, see Curriculum Vitae attached.


	September 1977 - February 1987
	Lima - Perú


VII. COMPLIANCE WITH ETHICS AND INTEGRITY PROVISIONS (of Council Resolution 5/1)
1. To your knowledge, does the candidate have any official, professional, personal, or financial relationships that might cause him/her to limit the extent of their inquiries, to limit disclosure, or to weaken or slant findings in any way? If yes, please explain.
	No


2. Are there any factors that could either directly or indirectly influence, pressure, threaten, or otherwise affect the candidate’s ability to act independently in discharging his/her mandate? If yes, please explain:

No
3. Is there any reason, currently or in that past, that could call into question the candidate’s moral authority and credibility or does the candidate hold any views or opinions that could prejudice the manner in which she/he discharges his mandate? If yes, please explain:

No
4. Does the candidate comply with the provisions in paragraph 44 and 46 of the Annex to Human Rights Council resolution 5/1?


Para. 44: The principle of non-accumulation of human rights functions at a time shall be respected.
Para. 46: Individuals holding decision-making positions in Government or in any other organization or entity which may give rise to a conflict of interest with the responsibilities inherent to the mandate shall be excluded. Mandate-holders will act in their personal capacity

I am aware of those principles.
5. Should the candidate be appointed as a mandate holder, he/she will have to take measures to comply with paragraphs 44 and 46 of the Annex to Council resolution 5/1. In the event that the current occupation or activity, even if unpaid, of the candidate may give rise to a conflict of interest (e.g. if a candidate holds a decision-making position in Government) and/or there is an accumulation of human rights functions (e.g. as a member of another human rights mechanism at the international, regional or national level), necessary measures could include relinquishing positions, occupations or activities.  If applicable, please indicate the measures the candidate will take.
-------
You will receive an acknowledgment when we receive both parts of the application process, i.e. the information through the Web-based application and the Word application form by email.

Thank you for your interest.
1 | Page

