
Contact Us

31 Bijilo Annex Layout, Kombo North District
Western Region P. O. Box: 673 Banjul

The Gambia
Tel.: (220) 441 05 05, 441 05 06

Fax.: (220) 441 05 04
Email: au-banjul@africa-union.org 
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African Commission on 
Human and Peoples’ Rights

Professor Philip Francis Iya  

English

20852134@nwu.ac.za,

 philiya@hotmail.com  

Professor Carlson Anyangwe

English

carlany2001@yahoo.com  

Ms. Alice Mogwe 

English

admin.ditshwanelo@info.bw  

Mactar Diallo  

French

maxujallow@yahoo.fr   

Mme. Alya Cherif Chammari 

French, Arabic

cherif.chammari@gmail.com  

Dr. Tavengwa M Nhongo (PhD)  

English

tavenhongo@gmail.com

tnhongo@africacsp.org   

Mr. Kudakwashe Dube  

English

akdube@samaita.co.za   

Mr. Lawrence Murugu Mute 

English

Imute@knchr.org;

lamumu07@gmail.com 

Dr. Nadia Abdel Wahab El Afify 

Arabic, English

nelafifi@yahoo.com   

Dr. Isabella Aboderin (PhD) 

English, French

 isabella.aboderin@ageing.ox.ac.uk

Working Group on Extractive Industries, Environment and Human Rights Violations in Africa 

Working Group on Communications 

Mr. Clement Nyaletsossi Voule 

English, French

c.voule@ishr.ch; 

cvoule2002@yahoo.fr  

Professor Danny Bradlow 

English, French

danny.bradlow@up.ac.za 

Ms. Valérie Couillard 

English, French

Valerie@forestpeoples.org    

Commissioner Zainabo Sylvie Kayitesi – Chairperson

Commissioner Med Kaggwa 

Commissioner Maya Sahli-Fadel

Commissioner Yeung Kam John Yeung Sik Yuen  (Chairperson) 

Commissioner Reine Alapini Gansou

Commissioner Pansy Tlakula 

Commissioner Pacifique Manirakiza (Chairperson)

Commissioner Zainabo Sylvie Kayitesi 

Commissioner Yeung Kam John Yeung Sik Yuen  

Commissioner Zainabo Sylvie Kayitesi  - Chairperson 

Commissioner Reine Alapini Gansou 

Commissioner Pacifique Manirakiza 

Mr. Samuel Nguiffo 

French, English 

snguiffo@yahoo.fr 

Professor James Thuo Gathii 

English

jgathii@luc.edu    

Working Group on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights in Africa 

Mr. Chafi Bakary 

English, French

chaafyb@gmail.com

bakaric@un.org   

Mr. Solomon Sacco 

English

ssacco@interights.org  

Mr. Gaye Sowe

English

gsowe@ihrda.org     

Professor Frans Viljoen

French, English 

frans.viljoen@yahoo.com

frans.viljoen@up.ac.za 

Commissioner Mohammed Béchir Khalfallah  (Chairperson)

Commissioner Soyata Maiga

Commissioner Maya Sahli-Fadel

Expert Members:

Expert Members:

Expert Members:

Expert Members:

 Professor Said Adejumobi

English

SAdejumobi@uneca.org   

Working Group on the Death Penalty in Africa

Working Group on the Rights of Older Persons and Peoples with Disabilities in Africa 



Mrs. Nicolette Merele Naylor 

English

N.Naylor@fordfoundation.org 

Mr. Christian Garuka Nsabimana  

English, French

chrisgaruka@yahoo.fr  

Mrs. Agnes Atim Apea 

English

agnesapea@gmail.com 

Mr. Fogué Dzutué Foguito 

English, French

fogue.foguito@positive-generation.org

ffoguito@yahoo.fr  

Dr. Naomi Kipuri 

English

kipuri3000@yahoo.com 

Dr. Melakou Tegegn 

English

melakoutegegn@yahoo.com   

Mr. Zephyrin Kalimba 

French

z1kalimba@yahoo.com   

Ms. Marianne Jensen 

English, French

mj@iwgia.org 

Dr. Albert Barume 

French, English

nmkra@hotmail.com    

Mr. Mohamed Khattali 

French, Arabic 

khattali2001@yahoo.fr 

Chairperson of the Working Group on 
Extractive Industries, Environment and 
Human Rights in Africa

Member, Working Group on Indigenous 
Populations/Communities  in Africa

Member, Working Group on 
Communications

English, French 

p_manirakiza@hotmail.com  

Commissioner Pacifique Manirakiza 

Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Expression and 
Access to Information in Africa

Member, Working Group on the Rights of Older 
Persons and People with Disabilities in Africa

English 

tlakulap@elections.org.za  

Commissioner Pansy Tlakula 

Special Rapporteur on Human Rights Defenders in 
Africa 

Member, Committee on the Protection of the Rights of 
People Living with HIV (PLHIV) and Those at Risk, 
Vulnerable to, and Affected by HIV

Member, Working Group on the Rights of Older 
Persons and People with Disabilities in Africa

Member, Working Group on Communications

French 

alapinireine@yahoo.fr  

Commissioner Reine Alapini Gansou 

Chairperson of the Working Group on the Rights of 
Older Persons and People with Disabilities in Africa

Member, Working Group on Extractive Industries, 
Environment and Human Rights Violations in Africa

English, French 

chiefjustice@intnet.mu

Commissioner Yeung Kam John Yeung Sik Yuen 

Chairperson of the African Commission

Chairperson of the Committee for the Prevention of 
Torture in Africa

English

gachambers2003@yahoo.com   

Commissioner Catherine Dupe Atoki  

Vice-Chairperson of the African Commission

Chairperson of the Working Group on the Death 
Penalty in Africa

Chairperson, Working Group on Communications

Member, Working Group on Extractive Industries, 
Environment and Human Rights Violations in Africa

French 

kayitesi10@yahoo.fr

Commissioner Kayitesi Zainabo Sylvie  

Chairperson of the Committee on the 
Protection of the Rights of People Living 
with HIV (PLHIV) and those at Risk, 
Vulnerable to and Affected by HIV

Member, Working Group on Indigenous 
Populations/ Communities  in Africa

English, French 

lasuagbor@yahoo.com   

Commissioner Lucy Asuagbor 

Special Rapporteur on Refugees, Asylum 
Seekers, Migrants and Internally Displaced 
Persons in Africa

Member, Working Group on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights

Member, Working Group on the Death Penalty 
in Africa

French, Arabic 

may136@gmx.fr  

Commissioner Maya Sahli Fadel 

Special Rapporteur on Prisons and Conditions  
of Detention in Africa

Member, Committee for the Prevention of 
Torture in Africa

Member, Working Group on the Death Penalty 
in Africa

English 

uhrc@uhrc.ug

mskkaggwa@yahoo.com  

Commissioner Med S. K. Kaggwa 

Chairperson of the Working Group on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights in 
Africa

French 

ladhp.ligue-africaine@wanadoo.fr  

Commissioner Mohamed Bechir Khalfallah 

Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Women in Africa 

Chairperson of the Working Group on Indigenous 
Populations /Communities  in Africa

Member, Working Group on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights in Africa

Member, Committee on the Protection of the Rights of 
People Living with HIV (PLHIV)

French 

cabinetsoya@afribone.net.ml

soyatam@yahoo.fr  

Commissioner Soyata Maiga 

Mr. Jean-Baptiste Niyizurugero 

(Vice- Chairperson)

French, English

jbn@apt.ch 

Mr. Malick Sow  

French 

malicksow13@yahoo.fr    

Mrs. Hannah Forster 

English 

hansforster@yahoo.com   

Mr. Ebenezer Durojaye  

English 

Ebenezer1170@yahoo.com    

Mr. Patrick Michael Eba  

English, French  

ebap@unaids.org    

Commissioner Lucy Asuagbor (Chairperson)

Commissioner Reine Alapini Gansou

Commissioner Soyata Maiga 

Commissioner Catherine Dupe Atoki (Chairperson) 

Commissioner Med Kaggwa

Expert Members:

Commissioner Soyata Maiga (Chairperson) 

Commissioner Lucy Asuagbor

Commissioner Pacifique Manirakiza

Expert Members:

Expert Members:

About African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights 

The African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights established the African Commission on 
Human and Peoples’ Rights. The Commission was inaugurated on 2 November 1987 in 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. The Commission’s Secretariat has subsequently been located in 
Banjul, The Gambia. 

In addition to performing any other tasks which may be entrusted to it by the Assembly of 
Heads of State and Government, the Commission is officially charged with three major 
functions: 

. the protection of human and peoples' rights

. the promotion of human and peoples' rights

. the interpretation of the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights

Current Commissioners

The Commission consists of 11 members elected by the AU Assembly from experts 
nominated by the state parties to the Charter.

 Composition of the Commission

The Assembly considers equitable geographical and gender representation in electing the 
members of the Commission. Members of the Commission are elected for a six-year term 
and are eligible for reelection.

Once elected, the commissioners serve in their personal capacity and not as 
representatives of their respective countries. Previously, some members of the Commission 
held high political offices at the national level, which affects the Commission’s 
independence. The AU in April 2005 issued a note verbale to member states prescribing 
guidelines for nomination of members to the Commission which excluded senior civil 
servants and diplomatic representatives.

 Bureau of the Commission

The Commission elects its Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson as the Bureau of the 
Commission. They are elected for a term of two years and are eligible for re-election once. 
The Bureau coordinates the activities of the Commission and supervises and assesses the 
work of the Commission’s Secretariat. The Bureau is also empowered to take decisions on 
matters of emergency between the sessions of the Commission. It is however obligated to 
present a report on the situation to members at the next session of the Commission.

 Secretariat of the Commission

The Chairperson of the AU Commission appoints the Secretary of the African Commission 
including other support staff necessary for the effective discharge of the Commission’s 
mandate. The Secretariat provides administrative, technical and logistical support to the 
Commission.

Special Mechanisms

The Commission may create subsidiary mechanisms such as special rapporteurs, 
committees, and working groups. The creation and membership of such subsidiary 
mechanisms may be determined by consensus, failing which, the decision shall be taken 
by voting. 

The Commission shall determine the mandate and the terms of reference of each 
subsidiary mechanism. Each subsidiary mechanism shall present a report on its work to the 
Commission at each ordinary session of the Commission.

Commissioners are appointed as special rapporteurs and as members of Working 
Groups. The Commission appoints independent experts, who are not commissioners, to 
assist the special mechanisms.

Committee on the Protection of the Rights of People Living with HIV (PLHIV) and those at Risk, 
Vulnerable to and Affected by HIV 

Working Group on Indigenous Populations/Communities in Africa 

Committee for the Prevention of Torture in Africa 

Expert Members of Committees/Working Groups of ACPHR


