	SECOND PART: APPLICATION FORM IN WORD FORMAT
Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders
Appointment to be made by the Human Rights Council at its 43rd session 
(24 February – 20 March 2020)



NOTE: THE APPOINTMENT OF THE MANDATE HOLDER WILL BE MADE PROVIDED 
THE MANDATE ITSELF IS EXTENDED BY THE HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL.
APPLICATION DEADLINE: 17 OCTOBER 2019 AT 12:00 noon GREENWICH MEAN TIME
· The application process consists of two compulsory parts: 
(1) online survey
 (https://ohchr-survey.unog.ch/index.php/283689)

and 
(2) application form in Word format
 (to be downloaded from https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/SP/Pages/HRC43.aspx)  

· Once fully completed, the Word application form should be submitted by email to hrcspecialprocedures@ohchr.org
· A maximum of up to three optional reference letters may be attached to the email (in Word or pdf format). 

· No additional documents (e.g. CVs, resumes or supplementary reference letters) will be accepted. 

· Applicants will receive an acknowledgment email when both parts of the application process, i.e. the data submitted through the online survey and the Word application form, have been received by the Secretariat. Shortlisted candidates will be interviewed at a later stage. 
· Please note that an application will only be considered if both parts and all sections of the Word application form have been completed and received by the Secretariat before the expiration of the deadline. No incomplete or late applications will be accepted.

· General description of the selection process and answers to frequently asked questions are available at https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/SP/Pages/Nominations.aspx and https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/SP/Pages/BasicInformationSelectionIndependentExperts.aspx      
· In case of technical difficulties or problems with accessing or completing the forms, you may contact the Secretariat by email (hrcspecialprocedures@ohchr.org) or fax (+41 22 917 9008).
I. PERSONAL DATA
	1. Family (last) name: RUIZ                                                                       
	5. Year of birth: 1964

	2. First (given) name: CARLOS                                                                     
	6. Place of birth: PALENCIA

	3. Other name, if any:                                                                     
	7. Nationality (please indicate the nationality that will appear on the public list of candidates): SPAIN

	4. Gender: MALE                                                                            
	8. Any other nationality:      


II. MANDATE-SPECIFIC COMPETENCE / QUALIFICATIONS / KNOWLEDGE
NOTE: Please describe why the candidate’s competence / qualifications / knowledge is relevant in relation to the specific mandate:
1. QUALIFICATIONS (200 words)

Relevant educational qualifications or equivalent professional experience in the field of human rights; good communication skills (i.e. orally and in writing) in one of the six official languages of the United Nations (i.e. Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian, Spanish.)

Ph. Dr. with a thesis on human rights (“The constitutional right to privacy”, University Complutense of Madrid, 1992). 
My exam to become associate professor ("Profesor titular de Universidad", in 1995 dealt with a human righs issue: the execution of the judgements of the European Court of Human Rights.

In 1999 I followed the courses "European Human Rights" and "European Law" at the European University Institute of Florence (Italy). 
I have also a Degree on Political Science (UNED, Madrid, 1999).
As my mother tongue is Spanish I have the best possible communication skills in one of the United Nations official languages. 

I have also given lectures and written papers in two other UN official languages (French and English), many of them precisely about human rights issues. Although not so good, I studied Arabic, which I fairly good understand reading, and I have began to study Russian.



2. RELEVANT EXPERTISE (200 words)

Knowledge of international human rights instruments, norms and principles. (Please state how this was acquired.)

Knowledge of institutional mandates related to the United Nations or other international or regional organizations’ work in the area of human rights. (Please state how this was acquired.)

Proven work experience in the field of human rights. (Please state years of experience.)

I studied the international human rights, norms and principles as I prepared to obtain my Ph.D. degree on the subject “The constitutional right to privacy” because the international instruments on human rights ratified by Spain must be employed to interpret the Fundamental Rights of the Spanish Constitution, according to its Article 10.2.

Attending the course “European Human Rights" at the European University Institute of Florence (Italy) I learned from experts holding positions in the United Nations Human Rights System, as Prof. Philipp Alston who was the first Rapporteur for the UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (1987 to 1991); and then chaired the Committee (1991 to 1998).

I am Professor of Constitutional Law at the University of Santiago de Compostela, charged with teaching of the course “Fundamental Rights” from 2011/2012 to 2017/2018.

I have been guest Professor of several Universities to give courses related to human rights at “Rey Juan Carlos” of Madrid (2005), Caen-Normandie, France (2012/2013 and 2014/2015 to 2018/2019), Imed, Passo Fundo, Brazil (2016) and “Yanka Kupala” Grodno, Belarus (2017).

I was granted two Jean Monnet Modules (2000 & 2002) to teach “Human rights and European integration” and “European case-law on human rights” (2000 to 2016).



3. ESTABLISHED COMPETENCE (200 words)

Nationally, regionally or internationally recognized competence related to human rights. (Please explain how such competence was acquired.)

I have been invited as guest Professor to some Spanish institutions to give courses, presentations and lectures on human rights. It was the case of the Universidad Internacional de Andalucía (lectura, 2000), Instituto Canario de Administración Pública (lecture, 2004), University “Rey Juan Carlos” of Madrid (course on the European Charter of Fundamental Rights, 2005-2006), Universidad Autónoma de Madrid (2015).

I have been also appointed to examine doctoral thesis related to human rights in the Universities Complutense of Madrid (1999), Valencia (1999, 2011, 2014, 2015), Elche (2003), Santiago de Compostela (2003, 2004), Camilo José Cela of Madrid (2012), Zaragoza (2014).

I have been also guest Professor to give courses on human rights at Universities in France (2013, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019), Argentina (2014) and Belarus (2017).

I have been also invited to give lectures on issues related to human rights in several Universities of Finland (2011), Slovenia (2012) Mexico (2002, 2010, 2014, 2016), Japan (2018), and in legal related institutions in Portugal (Porto Bar Association, 2003) and Peru (Lima Court of Justice, 2013).

I have been invited to give presentations at International Conferences (Mexico, 1994; Peru, 2015) and Seminars (Israel, 2000; Peru, 2012).



4. PUBLICATIONS OR PUBLIC STATEMENTS
Please list significant and relevant published books, articles, journals and reports that you have written or public statements, or pronouncements that you have made or events that you may have participated in relation to the mandate.
4.1 Enter three publications in relation to the mandate for which you are applying in the order of relevance:

1. Title of publication: Derechos fundamentales y Derecho Procesal Constitucional: transformación, evolución, transmutación.
Journal/Publisher: Porrúa
Date of publication: 2014
Web link, if available: Review: http://www2.juridicas.unam.mx/2016/02/08/ruiz-miguel-carlos-derechos-fundamentales-y-derecho-procesal-constitucional-transformacion-evolucion-transmutacion/
2. Title of publication: “La responsabilité internationale et les droits de l’homme: le cas du Sahara Occidental”
Journal/Publisher: Cahiers de la Recherche sur les Droits Fondamentaux 
Date of publication: nº 11 (2013)
Web link, if available: https://www.unicaen.fr/puc/html/ecrire/revues/crdf/crdf11/crdf1110ruiz-miguel.pdf
3. Title of publication: “Sobre la insostenible pretensión de la existencia de un “derecho de autodeterminación” para separarse de España al amparo del Pacto internacional de los derechos civiles y políticos”
Journal/Publisher: Anuario Español de Derecho Internacional 
Date of publication: vol. 35 (2019), 
Web link, if available: https://www.researchgate.net/publication/332372873_Sobre_la_insostenible_pretension_de_la_existencia_de_un_derecho_de_autodeterminacion_para_separarse_de_Espana_al_amparo_del_Pacto_Internacional_de_lo
If more than three publications, kindly summarize (200 words): I have published 4 books related to Human Rights (1994, 1995, 1997, 2014).

I am editor of a collective book on human rights at the European level (2004).

I contributed to 23 collective books with papers related to Human rights issues (published between 1995 and 2018).

I am author of 33 articles on different Human rights questions (published between 1993 and 2019).



4.2 Enter three public statements or pronouncements made or events that you may have participated in relation to the mandate for which you are applying in the order of relevance:

1. Platform/occasion/event on which public statement/pronouncement made: “Self-determination and Human Rights – Situations for review”
Event organizer: Indian Council of South America
Date on which public statement/pronouncement made: 10.06.2011
Web link, if available: https://archive.crin.org/en/docs/FileManager/HRC17NGORoomrequests-27-05-2011.pdf
2. Platform/occasion/event on which public statement/pronouncement made: PLENARY - Presentation and debate of the PAP Activity Report 09-May-2017
Event organizer: Pan-African Parliament
Date on which public statement/pronouncement made: 09.05.2017
Web link, if available: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5HVU1eB-Acg
3. Platform/occasion/event on which public statement/pronouncement made:      
Event organizer:      
Date on which public statement/pronouncement made:      
Web link, if available:      
If more than three, kindly summarize (200 words):      
5. flexibility/readiness and AVAILABILITY of time (200 words)

to perform effectively the functions of the mandate and to respond to its requirements, including participating in Human Rights Council (HRC) sessions in Geneva and General Assembly sessions in New York, travelling on special procedures visits, drafting reports and engaging with a variety of stakeholders. Kindly indicate whether the candidate can dedicate an estimated total of approximately three months per year to the work of a mandate. 
Please note that the work of mandate holders is unpaid. Those appointed as mandate holders serve in their personal capacities. They are not United Nations staff members, they are not based in United Nations offices in Geneva or at another United Nations location, and they do not receive salary or other financial compensation, except for travel expenses and daily subsistence allowance of “experts on mission”. 
My job as Professor of Constitutional Law at the University of Santiago de Compostela gives me a remarkable flexibility to travel. The University grants permits to Professors who attend academic events, or carry a research in another University or Research Center. It also grants permits to attend activities related with the task performed in the University. In this regard, as I Professor of Constitutional Law and the position of United Nations Rapporteur on Human Rights Defenders is intimately linked with the courses and the field of the Constitutional Law, the University grants permits to let fulfil my task.

For the same reason, I have time to perform the duties of the Special Rapporteur first of all because my courses are given in a short period of 4 months (September to December), so that I have time enough to carry special procedures visits and draft reports or engage with the different stakeholders.

This means that I have more than three months per year to dedicate time to the work of a mandate.

Finally, I inform that usually the University grants its permits keeping the whole salary of the Professor.

     

III. Motivation Letter 
(600 word limit, must be included below and not in a separate email or as an attachment)
Dear Sir/Madam,

With this letter, I would like to express and justify my interest in applying and, eventually, holding a position as a Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders.

I am a Professor of Constitutional Law at the University of Santiago de Compostela (Spain) since 1994, and previously I was associate Professor of Constitutional Law at the University of Cordoba (Spain) in 1993. Since I prepared my doctoral thesis in the University Complutense of Madrid (Spain) I have been dealing, up to know, with issues related to human rights. My doctoral thesis (1992) examined the right to privacy. Since then, my research is focused on human rights studies at national, EU, Council of Europe, America, Maghreb and UN level. I am author of several books, which directly (1994, 1995, 1997) or indirectly (2002) examines human rights issues at Spanish constitutional, EU, America and UN level. I was editor of a book about the EU Charter of human rights (2004), I contributed to collective books with papers on human rights (1995, 2000, 2001, 2002, 2004, 2007, 2009, 2011, 2016, 2016, 2017, 2018) and articles on similar topics (1993, 1994, 1995, 1998, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019).

My interest on human rights was not confined to the research, but has been also one of the main concerns of my teaching activities. I have been teaching “Fundamental Rights” in the Faculty of Law of the University of Santiago de Compostela (Spain) from 2011/2012 to 2017/2018. I was granted two Jean Monnet Modules (2000 & 2002) to teach “Human rights and European integration” and “European case-law on human rights” where I had the opportunity to disseminate Human rights among students of all the Faculties of the University from 2000 to 2016.

As guest professor I have given courses on human rights issues in the Universities “Rey Juan Carlos” of Madrid (2005), Caen-Normandie, France (2012/2013 and 2014/2015 to 2018/2019), Imed, Passo Fundo, Brazil (2016) and “Yanka Kupala” Grodno, Belarus (2017), and have given lectures on human rights in a number of Universities in Spain and other European, American and Asian countries.

I had also taught human rights at Ph.D. level courses from 1997/1998 to 1999/2000 at the Faculty of Law of the University of Santiago.

I have decided to apply to this position because I am convinced on the essential role of the human rights in modern societies that aspire to guarantee respect for the dignity of the human beings.

During my academic career I had the opportunity to be aware that the implementation of human rights although certainly requires an academic effort, needs the activity of human rights defenders on the field. But I am also convinced that both efforts may not achieve their aims if they don’t link each other. This is why I consider that the position of Special Rapporteur on Human Rights Defenders can let me to bring my knowledge on human rights to contribute to the protection of the activities of the human rights defenders. Therefore, I would be extremely honoured if I could have the opportunity to carry this task.

Thank you for considering my request. I look forward to your positive response.

Yours faithfully,

Carlos Ruiz Miguel



IV. LANGUAGES (READ / WRITTEN / SPOKEN)
Please indicate all language skills below.  

1. Mother tongue: Spanish
2. Knowledge of the official languages of the United Nations:

Arabic: Yes or no: Yes   If yes,

Read: Easily or Not easily: Easily
Write: Easily or Not easily: Not easily
Speak: Easily or Not easily: Not easily
Chinese: Yes or no: No   If yes,

Read: Easily or not easily:      
Write: Easily or not easily:      
Speak: Easily or not easily:      
English: Yes or no: Yes   If yes,


Read: Easily or not easily: Easily
Write: Easily or not easily: Easily
Speak: Easily or not easily: Easily
French: Yes or no: Yes   If yes,

Read: Easily or not easily: Easily
Write: Easily or not easily: Easily
Speak: Easily or not easily: Easily

Russian: Yes or no: Yes   If yes,

Read: Easily or not easily: Not easily
Write: Easily or not easily: Not easily
Speak: Easily or not easily: Not easily
Spanish: Yes or no: Yes   If yes,


Read: Easily or not easily: Easily
Write: Easily or not easily: Easily
Speak: Easily or not easily: Easily
V. EDUCATIONAL RECORD
NOTE: Please list the candidate’s academic qualifications (university level and higher, indicating type of degree, subject, and whether full or part-time, ex. Masters in law, University of xxx, part-time). 
	Name of degree and name of academic institution, full or part-time:
	Years of attendance

(provide a range from-to, for example 1999-2003):
	Place and country:

	Degree of Law, University of Valladolid (full time)
	1982-1987
	Valladolid (Spain)

	Diplom on Constitutional Law, Centro de Estudios Constituiconales (full time)
	1990-1991
	Madrid (Spain)

	Doctor in Law, University Complutense of Madrid (full time)
	1992
	Madrid (Spain)

	Degree on Political Science, UNED (part-time)
	1988-1999
	Madrid (Spain)


VI. EMPLOYMENT RECORD

NOTE: Please briefly list ALL RELEVANT professional positions held in the area of human rights, beginning with your current occupation. Also indicate whether positions held were not full-time.
	Name of employer,
functional title,
main functions of position, full or part-time:
	Years of work
(provide a range from-to, for example 1999-2005):
	Place 
and country:

	University of Santiago de Compostela, Professor, teaching of "Fundamental rights", full time
	1994-current
	Santiago de Compostela (Spain)

	University of Córdoba, Associate Professor, teaching Seminar on "Right to privacy", full time
	1993-1994
	Córdoba (Spain)

	Junta de Andalucía, Scholarship, preparation of doctoral thesis on "Constitutional right to privacy", full time 
	1991-1993
	Córdoba (Spain)

	     
	     
	     


VII. COMPLIANCE WITH ETHICS AND INTEGRITY PROVISIONS 
(of Human Rights Council resolution 5/1)
To be completed by the candidate or by the nominating entity on the candidate’s behalf.
1. To your knowledge, does the candidate have any official, professional, personal, or financial relationships that might cause the candidate to limit the extent of inquiries, to limit disclosure, or to weaken or slant findings in any way? If yes, please explain.
No
2. Are there any factors that could either directly or indirectly influence, pressure, threaten, or otherwise affect the candidate’s ability to act independently in discharging the mandate? If yes, please explain:

No
3. Is there any reason, currently or in the past, that could call into question the candidate’s moral authority and credibility or does the candidate hold any views or opinions that could prejudice the manner in which the candidate discharges the mandate? If yes, please explain:

No
4. Does the candidate comply with the provisions in paragraph 44 and 46 of the annex to Human Rights Council resolution 5/1? (Please answer YES if the candidate complies, NO if the candidate does not comply, together with an explanation.)
Para. 44: The principle of non-accumulation of human rights functions at a time shall be respected.
Para. 46: Individuals holding decision-making positions in Government or in any other organization or entity which may give rise to a conflict of interest with the responsibilities inherent to the mandate shall be excluded. Mandate holders will act in their personal capacity.
Yes
5. Should the candidate be appointed as a mandate holder, the candidate will have to take measures to comply with paragraphs 44 and 46 of the annex to Council resolution 5/1. In the event that the current occupation or activity, even if unpaid, of the candidate may give rise to a conflict of interest (e.g. if a candidate holds a decision-making position in Government) and/or there is an accumulation of human rights functions (e.g. as a member of another human rights mechanism at the international, regional or national level), necessary measures could include relinquishing positions, occupations or activities. If applicable, please indicate the measures the candidate will take.
I will commit to the position of mandate holder if I receive an offer to receive a position in Government.
VIII. CERTIFY AND SUBMIT APPLICATION
To be completed by the candidate or by the nominating entity on the candidate’s behalf.


I hereby certify that all of the statements made in this application are true, complete and are made in good faith. I understand that falsifying or intentionally withholding information will be grounds for not being selected or appointed or the withdrawal of any proposed appointment or, if an appointment has been made and accepted, for its immediate cancellation or termination.

Kindly note that whilst no changes can be made after this application form has been submitted and the deadline for applications has expired, any relevant change of current occupation, employment, or position, or any other relevant fact or circumstance should be brought to the attention of the secretariat by 
email (hrcspecialprocedures@ohchr.org). 
Please review your application before you insert your name and date to indicate your agreement. 
Name: Carlos Ruiz Miguel
Date: 16-10-2019
****
� The short online survey is used to collect information for statistical purposes such as personal data (i.e. name, gender, nationality), contact details, mandate applying for and, if appropriate, nominating entity. The same name, gender and nationality should be used both in the online survey and in the Word application form. 


� The application form in Word format includes a motivation letter of maximum 600 words (section III of the form). The application form should be completed in English only. It will be used as received to prepare the public list of candidates who applied for the vacancy. The candidate’s application form will also be posted as received on the OHCHR public web page for the selection process. 
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