	SECOND PART: APPLICATION FORM IN WORD FORMAT
Independent Expert on the enjoyment of all human rights by older persons
Appointment to be made by the Human Rights Council at its 43rd session 
(24 February – 20 March 2020)



NOTE: THE APPOINTMENT OF THE MANDATE HOLDER WILL BE MADE PROVIDED 
THE MANDATE ITSELF IS EXTENDED BY THE HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL.
APPLICATION DEADLINE: 17 OCTOBER 2019 AT 12:00 noon GREENWICH MEAN TIME
· The application process consists of two compulsory parts: 
(1) online survey
 (https://ohchr-survey.unog.ch/index.php/283689)

and 
(2) application form in Word format
 (to be downloaded from https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/SP/Pages/HRC43.aspx)  

· Once fully completed, the Word application form should be submitted by email to hrcspecialprocedures@ohchr.org
· A maximum of up to three optional reference letters may be attached to the email (in Word or pdf format). 

· No additional documents (e.g. CVs, resumes or supplementary reference letters) will be accepted. 

· Applicants will receive an acknowledgment email when both parts of the application process, i.e. the data submitted through the online survey and the Word application form, have been received by the Secretariat. Shortlisted candidates will be interviewed at a later stage. 
· Please note that an application will only be considered if both parts and all sections of the Word application form have been completed and received by the Secretariat before the expiration of the deadline. No incomplete or late applications will be accepted.

· General description of the selection process and answers to frequently asked questions are available at https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/SP/Pages/Nominations.aspx and https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/SP/Pages/BasicInformationSelectionIndependentExperts.aspx      
· In case of technical difficulties or problems with accessing or completing the forms, you may contact the Secretariat by email (hrcspecialprocedures@ohchr.org) or fax (+41 22 917 9008).
I. PERSONAL DATA
	1. Family (last) name: Gupta                                                                       
	5. Year of birth: 1950

	2. First (given) name: Jayashree                                                                     
	6. Place of birth: Varanasi, India

	3. Other name, if any: nil                                                               
	7. Nationality (please indicate the nationality that will appear on the public list of candidates): Indian

	4. Gender: Female                                                                            
	8. Any other nationality: No


II. MANDATE-SPECIFIC COMPETENCE / QUALIFICATIONS / KNOWLEDGE
NOTE: Please describe why the candidate’s competence / qualifications / knowledge is relevant in relation to the specific mandate:
1. QUALIFICATIONS (200 words)

Relevant educational qualifications or equivalent professional experience in the field of human rights; good communication skills (i.e. orally and in writing) in one of the six official languages of the United Nations (i.e. Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian, Spanish.)

Masters degree in English Literature, M Phil degree in Social Sciences and Ph D degree in Public Administration, in addition to varied experiences of working with Govt of India for 37 years and with Civil Society Organisations as Chairperson of  Human Rights Group and President of Consumers India as well as SUM have equipped me with relevant  qualifications/expertise  as well as communication skills in English to be able to do full justice with the responsibilities assigned to the Independent Expert on the enjoyment of all human rights by older persons. Particularly after my retirement from Govt of India in 2010, I have  taken forward activities in the area of Human Rights and Consumer Rights to new heights, involving all segments of society. A peek into my  blog http://drjayashreegupta.blogspot.in/ will  give you some idea regarding the multifarious activities undertaken by me.   
Besides organising and speaking in various programmes organised by Consumers India and SUM, I am also invited to deliver talks by other Institutions in India.  

  

2. RELEVANT EXPERTISE (200 words)

Knowledge of international human rights instruments, norms and principles. (Please state how this was acquired.)

Knowledge of institutional mandates related to the United Nations or other international or regional organizations’ work in the area of human rights. (Please state how this was acquired.)

Proven work experience in the field of human rights. (Please state years of experience.)

Acquired knowledge regarding human rights instruments, norms and principles etc during the service with Govt of India. Sharpened it further by authoring books such as “My Book of Human Rights”,  “If you wish to be a Human Rights activist”,  “Human Rights and Working Women” etc.

Have work experince in human rights since 1997 (22 years), when I was designated as the Honorary Chairperson of the Human Rights Group, set up by SUM. We have been raising important human rights issues such as ‘access to affordable drugs’, ‘unethical medical practices’, 'ageing with dignity', ‘misleading advertisements’, ‘junk food’, ‘consumer justice’ ‘save the girl child’ etc with a view to safeguard the interests of the masses.
We have been successful at catalysing the energy of our youth by inspiring them to undertake research work on important issues affecting lives of people. Organised number of talks and panel discussions on various issues concerning human rights etc, including programmes on ‘Ageing With Dignity’. Also set up ‘Circle of Joy - Community Support Group’ in the year 2016 in collaboration with the residents of Vasant Vihar (a residential colony in Delhi) for mobilizing local community to extend support to senior citizens in their hour of need.

3. ESTABLISHED COMPETENCE (200 words)

Nationally, regionally or internationally recognized competence related to human rights. (Please explain how such competence was acquired.)

Participation in UN meetings and sharing of  write ups have added to my competence. 
Several campaigns taken up by Consumers India and SUM have yielded desired results as a result of constant follow up with policy makers. For example, most of the suggestions made by us regarding ‘Access to Affordable Drugs’ have found their place in ‘2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development’ adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations.  At the national level also consumers have saved around Rs 12000 Crores due to Drug Price Regulation. 

During the year 2013, the oral and written Statements submitted by us regarding ‘Access to Affordable Drugs’ were accepted by the Secretary-General of the United Nations for circulation amongst all Members. The issue was also forcefully presented by me before the august gathering at the United Nations meeting at Geneva (ECOSOC 2013) on 2nd July, 2013 and not only received applause but also the distinction of winning the prize for the ‘best opinion’!  

During 2014 as also during 2015 Secretary-General of the United Nations accepted the written statement submitted for ECOSOC High Level Segment.The Statement of 2014, for example,  drew attention of the leaders of the world to the immediate need to give priority attention to issues like ‘Reduce the Incidence of Non Communicable Diseases’, ‘Stop Unethical Medical Practices’ and ‘Provide Geriatric and Palliative Care’ etc.

4. PUBLICATIONS OR PUBLIC STATEMENTS
Please list significant and relevant published books, articles, journals and reports that you have written or public statements, or pronouncements that you have made or events that you may have participated in relation to the mandate.
4.1 Enter three publications in relation to the mandate for which you are applying in the order of relevance:

1. Title of publication: My Book of Human Rights
Journal/Publisher: Publications Division of Govt of India
Date of publication: 2007 (Released on 20 Nov 2007)
Web link, if available:      
2. Title of publication: If you wish to be a Human Rights Activist  
Journal/Publisher: SUM
Date of publication: 2000
Web link, if available:      
3. Title of publication: Human Rights and Working Women
Journal/Publisher: Publications Division of Government of India
Date of publication: 1999(Released by Chairman, National Human Rights Commission, India)
Web link, if available:      
If more than three publications, kindly summarize (200 words): Following documents concerning Human Rights and related issues  have been prepared by me and widely circulated:

You as a Catalyst Series

•
Know Your Human Rights

•
Human Rights & the Elderly

•
Human Rights & Primary Education

•
Human Rights & Child Health

•
Human Rights & Reproductive Health

•
Human Rights & HIV/AIDS

•
Human Rights & Persons with Disabilities

•
Human Rights & Poverty Alleviation

•
If You are a Victim of Discrimination

•
If You are a Victim of Sexual Harassment etc

Some of the other Documents written by me and widely disseminated are 

•
We can achieve Millennium Development Goals for Health

•
The Future We Want for the Health of the Nations of the World

•
Access to Affodable Drugs: We Want Action,  not Lip Service

•
Ensure Access to Affordable Drugs: Policy Options to Translate Rhetoric  into Action 

In addition, large numbers of articles have been published in leading magazines and newspapers from time to time on issues relating to women, population and health and social dynamics.

4.2 Enter three public statements or pronouncements made or events that you may have participated in relation to the mandate for which you are applying in the order of relevance:

1. Platform/occasion/event on which public statement/pronouncement made: Panel Discussion on ‘Ageing with Dignity’
Event organizer: Consumers India in collaboration with India Habitat Centre, Delhi 
Date on which public statement/pronouncement made: 16 April, 2012
Web link, if available: https://drjayashreegupta.blogspot.com/2012/09/ageing-with-dignity.html
2. Platform/occasion/event on which public statement/pronouncement made: Panel Discussion on ‘Ageing with Dignity’
Event organizer: Consumers India in collaboration with Vasant Vihar Club
Date on which public statement/pronouncement made: 16 September, 2012
Web link, if available: https://drjayashreegupta.blogspot.com/2012/09/ageing-with-dignity.html
3. Platform/occasion/event on which public statement/pronouncement made: ‘Circle of Joy - Community Support Group’
Event organizer: Consumers India in collaboration with SUM
Date on which public statement/pronouncement made: Sept 2016 onwards
Web link, if available: https://drjayashreegupta.blogspot.com/2016/08/circle-of-joy-open-invitation.html
If more than three, kindly summarize (200 words): Several studies, carried out by Consumers India and SUM as part of ‘Internship Programme’, are of direct relevance to the eldely like ‘Truth about Anti-ageing creams’, ‘Is it justified to tax pension and interest on fixed deposits of senior citizens?’, ‘Health Insurance and senior citizens’ etc. Advocacy campaigns have also been taken up regarding issues concerning well-being of senior citizens.

In addition, we have organised some All India Painting, Slogan and Photography Contests  in educational institutions on the theme 'Happy Grandparents, Happy Family'. 

5. flexibility/readiness and AVAILABILITY of time (200 words)

to perform effectively the functions of the mandate and to respond to its requirements, including participating in Human Rights Council (HRC) sessions in Geneva and General Assembly sessions in New York, travelling on special procedures visits, drafting reports and engaging with a variety of stakeholders. Kindly indicate whether the candidate can dedicate an estimated total of approximately three months per year to the work of a mandate. 
Please note that the work of mandate holders is unpaid. Those appointed as mandate holders serve in their personal capacities. They are not United Nations staff members, they are not based in United Nations offices in Geneva or at another United Nations location, and they do not receive salary or other financial compensation, except for travel expenses and daily subsistence allowance of “experts on mission”. 
My current engagements with Civil Society Organisations as President of Consumers India and President of SUM (including Chairperson of Human Rights Group) give me sufficient flexibility. I am confident that I will be able to respond to the responsibilities assigned to this engagement without any problem.

Yes, I would be glad to dedicate three months per year (or more, if required) to the work of the mandate. 

III. Motivation Letter 
(600 word limit, must be included below and not in a separate email or as an attachment)
Dear Madam/Sir,

With this letter I would like to express my keen interest in being  an Independent Expert on the enjoyment of all human rights by older persons. 

Through my association with Civil Society Organisations, I have learnt the art of using my knowledge and experience for the well being of society. I am Hony Chairperson of Human Rights Group, set up by the Society for Upliftment of Masses (SUM), An NGO in Special Consultative Status with ECOSOC of United Nations for last 22 years and President of Consumers India since 2007. Also, President of SUM since 2016. We have taken up campaigns relating to ‘Unethical Medical Practices’, ‘Misleading Advertising’, ‘Ageing with Dignity’, ‘Access to Affordable Drugs’, ‘Justice for all’,  ‘Junk the junk food’ etc  with a view to safeguard interests of masses.

I am proactively contributing to these concerns by my own research work as well as by encouraging youth to participate in various activities like ‘Internship Programme’ being implemented  under aegis of Consumers India and SUM. Under this programme, college students are assigned a study, which has to be completed during the period of internship under our guidance, on the basis of secondary as well as primary research. The major findings emanating from such studies are disseminated through social media for the benefit of large number of consumers. Many of them have also become part of our Advocacy Campaigns. 141 Number of Research Studies have been carried out till date  on subjects like ‘Consumer Justice’, 'Access to Affordable Drugs', ‘Safe Drinking Water’, ‘Surrogacy’, ‘Organ Donation’,  'Health Insurance and Senior Citizens', ‘Unethical Medical Practices’, ‘Climate Change and Consumers’, ‘Misleading Ads’, 'Junk Food' etc. I have succeeded not only in reaching out to large number of people through such programmes but also in catalyzing the energy of youth. 

A peek into my  blog http://drjayashreegupta.blogspot.in/ will  give you some idea regarding the multifarious activities undertaken by me.

With a view to reach out to people a ‘Health Series’ was successfully organised during 2014 which was followed by "Health Environment Series' and  ‘Consumer Series’ (currently in progress). Overall 70 programmes have been held in such series on diverse issues (including issues related to the elderly) with a view to reach out to all segments of society. 
During my long and  successful    innings  with  Government of India  (1973 to 2010),   I have always worked for the well being of people. In my last posting  as Chairperson-cum-Managing Director of Indian Drugs & Pharmaceuticals Limited  (2006 to 2010), I was faced with the challenge of infusing new life into a  chronically sick company, which, I could successfully achieve by bringing about a miraculous growth of 1500 %  in production of drugs. This became possible through persistent efforts to improve the motivation and morale of dejected employees.

I got opportunities to travel far and wide and share moments of joy as well as suffering of people living in the remotest corners of the country. I also  got opportunities to contribute to the development of programmes and projects for health, consumer protection, affordable drugs etc. Participation  in aid talks and negotiations with donor agencies on behalf of Govt. of India not only enriched my experience, but also helped me understand the complex dynamics of development and the role that different actors play into this dynamics. 

I have always tried to combine academic knowledge with practical experience and sensitivity required to deal with complex socio-cultural issues in my professional career as well in my social life. I am confident, with these qualities, I will be able to do full justice with the challenges that the role of  'Independent Expert' on the enjoyment of all human rights by older persons will offer.

Best regards,

Jayashree Gupta.

IV. LANGUAGES (READ / WRITTEN / SPOKEN)
Please indicate all language skills below.  

1. Mother tongue: Hindi
2. Knowledge of the official languages of the United Nations:

Arabic: Yes or no: no   If yes,

Read: Easily or Not easily:      
Write: Easily or Not easily:      
Speak: Easily or Not easily:      
Chinese: Yes or no: no   If yes,

Read: Easily or not easily:      
Write: Easily or not easily:      
Speak: Easily or not easily:      
English: Yes or no: yes   If yes,


Read: Easily or not easily: easily
Write: Easily or not easily: easily
Speak: Easily or not easily: easily
French: Yes or no: yes   If yes,

Read: Easily or not easily: not easily
Write: Easily or not easily: not easily
Speak: Easily or not easily: not easily

Russian: Yes or no: no   If yes,

Read: Easily or not easily:      
Write: Easily or not easily:      
Speak: Easily or not easily:      
Spanish: Yes or no: no   If yes,


Read: Easily or not easily:      
Write: Easily or not easily:      
Speak: Easily or not easily:      
V. EDUCATIONAL RECORD
NOTE: Please list the candidate’s academic qualifications (university level and higher, indicating type of degree, subject, and whether full or part-time, ex. Masters in law, University of xxx, part-time). 
	Name of degree and name of academic institution, full or part-time:
	Years of attendance

(provide a range from-to, for example 1999-2003):
	Place and country:

	Ph D (Public Administration), Panjab University
	1995-1999
	Panjab University, Chandigarh, India

	 M Phil in Social Sciences, Panjab University
	1989-1990
	Panjab University, Chandigarh, India

	 M A  (English Litt), Agra University 
	1968-1970
	Agra University, India

	B A, Agra University 
	1966-1968
	Agra University, India


VI. EMPLOYMENT RECORD

NOTE: Please briefly list ALL RELEVANT professional positions held in the area of human rights, beginning with your current occupation. Also indicate whether positions held were not full-time.
	Name of employer,
functional title,
main functions of position, full or part-time:
	Years of work
(provide a range from-to, for example 1999-2005):
	Place 
and country:

	President, Consumers India (Honorary), an NGO set up to address consumer concerns-part time

Chairperson, Human Rights Group (Honorary), set up by the Society for  Upliftment of Masses (SUM),  an NGO in special consultative status with the ECOSOC of United Nations-part time 
President, SUM (Honorary)-part time

Major functions of above part time positions are:

Research and advocacy regarding important consumer/human rights issues such as ‘access to affordable medicines’, ‘unethical medical practices’, 'ageing with dignity', ‘misleading advertisements’, ‘junk food’, ‘consumer justice’ ‘save the girl child’ etc with a view to safeguard the interests of the masses. 
Involve all segments of society

Take up issues with policy makers.

Many of our campaigns have resulted in policy level changes, like enactment of new laws or amendments in the existing ones for the benefit of the masses

 Maintaining a dynamic blog http://drjayashreegupta.blogspot.in/ and disseminating wealth of knowledge generated through our studies and other programmes through social media like Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/Consumersindia2007 & Twitter: https://twitter.com/consumersindia

  

	2010-till date
	Delhi-India

	Govt of India, Chairperson-cum-Managing Director (Additional Secretary to Govt of India), Indian Drugs & Pharmaceuticals Limited-full time. 
I was responsible for over all management of this public sector enterprise, which was declared as a ‘sick company’ in 1992.  I was able to infuse new life into this company and bring about 1500 % growth in production in less than 4 years. Also played a major role in the launching of the  Jan Aushadhi (Medicines for the people) campaign for providing quality medicines at affordable prices.


 


	2006-2010


	Gurgaon-Delhi, India

	Govt of India, Joint Secretary, Department of Consumer Affairs, Government of India-full time

Several new initiatives were taken for increasing consumer awareness and to make consumer protection machinery more responsive to the needs of consumers. A National Consumer Helpline was set up. New schemes for involving academic istitutions of higher learning as also school children were launched. Large number of Consumer Clubs were set up in schools all over the country. Acted as Member Secretary of the Committee on pesticides residue in packaged water. All the recommendations of the Committee were accepted by the Government.  Participated in meeting of ISO Working Group on Social Responsibility. Was elected to the Chair’s Advisory Group (a small decision making group) set up by ISO on Social Responsibility and participated in the meetings of this Group.                                            Took initiatives for promotion of international cooperation in the area of Consumer Protection. MoUs were signed with several countries. 

	2003-2006


	New Delhi-India

	Govt of India, held various positions in Ministries of Consumer Affairs, Home Affairs, Health,  and Planning Commission. As Deputy Secretary in Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government of India (1990-94), I participated in number of aid talks and negotiations with multilateral and bilateral donor agencies  on behalf of Govt. of India, including negotiations and signing of a Population Project with the World Bank in Washington. 

Prior to that, while working in the Planning Commission, Govt. of India –handled issues like Western Ghats Development Programme, Rural Development and Minimum Needs Programme etc. Also,participated in number of Central Teams visiting States for natural calamities, which gave me a good understanding of the ground realities in the country. 

	1973-2003
	New Delhi-India


VII. COMPLIANCE WITH ETHICS AND INTEGRITY PROVISIONS 
(of Human Rights Council resolution 5/1)
To be completed by the candidate or by the nominating entity on the candidate’s behalf.
1. To your knowledge, does the candidate have any official, professional, personal, or financial relationships that might cause the candidate to limit the extent of inquiries, to limit disclosure, or to weaken or slant findings in any way? If yes, please explain.
No
2. Are there any factors that could either directly or indirectly influence, pressure, threaten, or otherwise affect the candidate’s ability to act independently in discharging the mandate? If yes, please explain:

No
3. Is there any reason, currently or in the past, that could call into question the candidate’s moral authority and credibility or does the candidate hold any views or opinions that could prejudice the manner in which the candidate discharges the mandate? If yes, please explain:

No
4. Does the candidate comply with the provisions in paragraph 44 and 46 of the annex to Human Rights Council resolution 5/1? (Please answer YES if the candidate complies, NO if the candidate does not comply, together with an explanation.)
Para. 44: The principle of non-accumulation of human rights functions at a time shall be respected.
Para. 46: Individuals holding decision-making positions in Government or in any other organization or entity which may give rise to a conflict of interest with the responsibilities inherent to the mandate shall be excluded. Mandate holders will act in their personal capacity.
yes
5. Should the candidate be appointed as a mandate holder, the candidate will have to take measures to comply with paragraphs 44 and 46 of the annex to Council resolution 5/1. In the event that the current occupation or activity, even if unpaid, of the candidate may give rise to a conflict of interest (e.g. if a candidate holds a decision-making position in Government) and/or there is an accumulation of human rights functions (e.g. as a member of another human rights mechanism at the international, regional or national level), necessary measures could include relinquishing positions, occupations or activities. If applicable, please indicate the measures the candidate will take.
Not Applicable
VIII. CERTIFY AND SUBMIT APPLICATION
To be completed by the candidate or by the nominating entity on the candidate’s behalf.


I hereby certify that all of the statements made in this application are true, complete and are made in good faith. I understand that falsifying or intentionally withholding information will be grounds for not being selected or appointed or the withdrawal of any proposed appointment or, if an appointment has been made and accepted, for its immediate cancellation or termination.

Kindly note that whilst no changes can be made after this application form has been submitted and the deadline for applications has expired, any relevant change of current occupation, employment, or position, or any other relevant fact or circumstance should be brought to the attention of the secretariat by 
email (hrcspecialprocedures@ohchr.org). 
Please review your application before you insert your name and date to indicate your agreement. 
Name: Jayashree
Date: October 15, 2019
****
� The short online survey is used to collect information for statistical purposes such as personal data (i.e. name, gender, nationality), contact details, mandate applying for and, if appropriate, nominating entity. The same name, gender and nationality should be used both in the online survey and in the Word application form. 


� The application form in Word format includes a motivation letter of maximum 600 words (section III of the form). The application form should be completed in English only. It will be used as received to prepare the public list of candidates who applied for the vacancy. The candidate’s application form will also be posted as received on the OHCHR public web page for the selection process. 
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