	SECOND PART: APPLICATION FORM IN WORD FORMAT
Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran Appointment to be made by the Human Rights Council at its 38th session 
(18 June - 6 July 2018)



APPLICATION PROCESS
APPLICATION DEADLINE: 4 MAY 2018 AT 12:00 noon GREENWICH MEAN TIME (GMT)
· The application process consists of two parts: (1) online survey
 (https://ohchr-survey.unog.ch/index.php/842239) and (2) application form in Word format
 (which can be downloaded from http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/SP/Pages/HRC38.aspx)  
· Once fully completed, the Word application form should be submitted by e-mail to hrcspecialprocedures@ohchr.org
· A maximum of up to three reference letters (optional) may be attached to the e-mail (in Word or pdf format). 
· No additional documents (e.g. CVs, resumes or supplementary reference letters) will be accepted. 

· Applicants will receive an acknowledgment e-mail when both parts of the application process, i.e. the data submitted through the online survey and the Word application form, have been received by e-mail. 
· General description of the selection process is available at http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/SP/Pages/Nominations.aspx 
NOTE:
· An application will only be considered if both parts and all sections of the Word application form have been completed and received by the Secretariat before the expiration of the deadline. 
No incomplete or late applications will be accepted.
· For Working Group appointments, only citizens of States belonging to the specific regional group are eligible (see the list at http://www.un.org/depts/DGACM/RegionalGroups.shtml). 
· In case of technical difficulties or problems with accessing or completing the forms, you may contact the Secretariat by e-mail at hrcspecialprocedures@ohchr.org or fax at + 41 22 917 9008.
I. PERSONAL DATA

	1. Family (last) name: Stango                                                                       
	5. Year of birth: 1957

	2. First (given) name: Antonio                                                                     
	6. Place of birth: Napoli, Italy

	3. Other name, if any:                                                                     
	7. Nationality (please indicate the nationality that will appear on the public list of candidates): Italian

	4. Gender: Male                                                                            
	8. Any other nationality: None


II. MANDATE - SPECIFIC COMPETENCE / QUALIFICATIONS / KNOWLEDGE
NOTE: Please describe why the candidate’s competence / qualifications / knowledge is relevant in relation to the specific mandate:
1. QUALIFICATIONS (200 words)

Relevant educational qualifications or equivalent professional experience in the field of human rights; good communication skills (i.e. orally and in writing) in one of the six official languages of the United Nations (i.e. Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian, Spanish.)

I have an advanced degree in Political Science and 35 years of international experience in human rights. I use to monitor, analyze and report on human rights violations in any country. I lectured in English in several Universities and higher education institutes in Italy, Romania, Kazakhstan, and other countries, for post-graduate courses on Human Rights, International Relations, and International Humanitarian Law. With the Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Network I organized and conducted a Summer Shool on Human Rights Education in Lebanon (2003). As a short term expert for the European Commission I took part in seminars in Tajikistan (2009) and in Armenia (2010) on the reform of the national judiciary and penal codes; I was a keynote speaker in Belarus (2003) in a TACIS conference on the role of civil society and conducted a project evaluation trip in the Russian Far East and Siberia (2003), meeting with officials and NGOs, and monitoring penitentiary institutions. In 2008-2009 I was an advisor to the Rapporteur on Human Rights at the European Parliament, drafting reports, keeping contacts with international NGOs, attending international conferences and meetings, conducting missions in several countries. I have been the coordinator of the World Congress against the Death Penalty (2016). I have complete fluency in English and proficiency in French, and I have a working knowledge of Russian. 
2. RELEVANT EXPERTISE (200 words)

Knowledge of international human rights instruments, norms and principles. (Please state how this was acquired.)

Knowledge of institutional mandates related to the United Nations or other international or regional organizations’ work in the area of human rights. (Please state how this was acquired.)

Proven work experience in the field of human rights. (Please state years of experience.)

A political scientist, I have been working for human rights since the early 80s. In 1987 I founded the Italian Helsinki Committee and since then I have been attending a number of sessions and events at the OSCE and in other international instances. I have been leading several NGOs and international projects, monitoring conflict and crisis areas, consulting for the European Union Commission and Parliament and for the Italian Senate, organizing dozens of international conferences, and attending the UN Human Rights Council in Geneva, also chairing several side events. On behalf of the International Helsinki Federation I took part in missions in Romania, Albania, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Belarus, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan; on behalf of Hands Off Cain in four States in Central Asia and four in Western and Southern Africa; with various NGOs in four missions in Cuba and two in Iraqi Kurdistan; I am used to writing reports, editing essays and books. I am currently the President of the Italian Federation for Human Rights. 
3. ESTABLISHED COMPETENCE (200 words)

Nationally, regionally or internationally recognized competence related to human rights. (Please explain how such competence was acquired.)

As a recognized human rights expert with both theoretical and field competence, I am often invited to give lectures in several countries on topics related to key international human rights issues. I also use to meet MPs and governments' officials discussing human rights situation (in the last two years, in Italy, Kenya, Zambia, Malawi, Swaziland, Australia, and Kazakhstan). I have been a member of the Italian OSCE Committee, and I use to attend conferences and other events at the Italian Interministerial Committee on Human Rights, the UN Human Rights Council, the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, and the OSCE Annual Human Dimension Implementation Meetings. I use to manage relations with governments, MPs, IGOs, CSOs and religious bodies. For more than 30 years I have been monitoring and analyzing human rights situations, also with many fact finding missions, and reporting. I organised a number of seminars, workshops, and major international events, including among else the 2016 World Congress against the Death Penalty; this required being in contact with virtually all the governments represented at the UN in order to invite their representatives and agree about their contributions.
4. PUBLICATIONS OR PUBLIC STATEMENTS
Please list significant and relevant published books, articles, journals and reports that you have written or public statements, or pronouncements that you have made or events that you may have participated in relation to the mandate.
4.1 Enter three publications in relation to the mandate for which you are applying in the order of relevance:

1. Title of publication: -
Human Rights between Universalism and Cultural Relativism
Journal/Publisher: Chorzowskie Studies in Politics
Date of publication: 2014
Web link, if available: http://yadda.icm.edu.pl/yadda/element/bwmeta1.element.ekon-element-000171384085
2. Title of publication: -
Religious Intolerance and Discrimination in Selected European Countries
Journal/Publisher: Journal for the Study of Beliefs and Worldviews, Lit Verlag, Berlin
Date of publication: 2011
Web link, if available: https://books.google.it/books?id=7ITQ4zjeXokC&dq=religi%C3%B6se+intoleranz+in+europa+dresden&source=gbs_navlinks_s
3. Title of publication: Gender History in Modern and Contemporary Ages
Journal/Publisher: Rome State University "Sapienza"
Date of publication: 2010
Web link, if available:      
If more than three publications, kindly summarize (200 words): From 1996 to 2003 i have been the editor-in-chief of the journal «La Nuova Frontiera», specialised in international human rights and security issues, thus authorizing several articles about Iran. I am also the author of essays on "The European Charta of Fundamental Rights", "International Organisations and the Implementation of Human Rights Conventions", and "The enlargement of the EU and human rights. The Case of Turkey" (2002).

I contributed to the following reports:

- 2002-2013: Hands Off Cain’s annual report “The Death Penalty in the World”;

- 2004-2006: Freedom House’s annual reports “Freedom in the World”, “Freedom of the Press”, and “Countries at the Crossroads”.

- 1999-2006: International Helsinki Federation’s annual reports “Human Rights in the OSCE Region”.
Furthermore, my articles have been published in many newspapers in several countries, such as, among else, on the "Washington Times": 
https://m.washingtontimes.com/news/2011/apr/11/directing-the-winds-of-change-toward-ir-213293827/
Among my lectures, at Ancona State University I delivered a presentation on "Mechanisms of Human Rights Protection and the Challenges of Regionalisms and Migrations" (2012): http://www.consiglio.marche.it/pace/eventi/Ancona12/Relazione%20Antonio%20Stango.pdf 

4.2 Enter three public statements or pronouncements made or events that you may have participated in relation to the mandate for which you are applying in the order of relevance:

1. Platform/occasion/event on which public statement/pronouncement made: Conference on human rights in Iran at the Italian Senate
Event organizer: Italian Senate
Date on which public statement/pronouncement made: 18 October 2017
Web link, if available: https://www.gettyimages.it/detail/video/antonio-stango-rome-italy-a-human-rights-conference-filmati-di-cronaca/865287254
2. Platform/occasion/event on which public statement/pronouncement made: Side event ''Iranian minorities: what future after Ahmadinejad?" at the UN HRC
Event organizer: UNPO and Nonviolent Radical Party
Date on which public statement/pronouncement made: 11 June 2013
Web link, if available:      
3. Platform/occasion/event on which public statement/pronouncement made: Australian National Radio interview on Iran
Event organizer: Australian Broadcasting Corporation
Date on which public statement/pronouncement made: 16 March 2018
Web link, if available: http://mpegmedia.abc.net.au/rn/podcast/2018/03/bst_20180316.mp3
If more than three, kindly summarize (200 words):      
5. flexibility/readiness and AVAILABILITY of time (200 words)

to perform effectively the functions of the mandate and to respond to its requirements, including participating in Human Rights Council (HRC) sessions in Geneva and General Assembly sessions in New York, travelling on special procedures visits, drafting reports and engaging with a variety of stakeholders. Kindly indicate whether the candidate can dedicate an estimated total of approximately three months per year to the work of a mandate. 
Please note that the work of mandate holders is unpaid. Those appointed as mandate holders serve in their personal capacities. They are not United Nations staff members, they are not based in United Nations offices in Geneva or at another United Nations location, and they do not receive salary or other financial compensation, except for travel expenses and daily subsistence allowance of “experts on mission”. 
I can dedicate at least three months per year to the work of the mandate, participating in HRC sessions in Geneva and General Assembly sessions in New York, travelling wherever and whenever required, drafting reports, and engaging with stakeholders. As an independent human rights expert and lecturer, I have no problem in travelling with a very short notice and to devote the necessary time to all the activities related to the mandate. I agree not to receive any salary or other financial compensation, except for travel expenses and daily subsistence allowance when appropriate as expert on mission. 
III. Motivation Letter (600 word limit, must be included below and not in a separate e-mail or as an attachment)
My strong interest in the situation of human rights in Iran arose from the consideration that this country has a key importance in the Greater Middle East, and a measurable improvement of its human rights standards, by achieving the effective implementation of the relevant human rights Conventions, would be a sign of hope not only for the Iranian people, but for the whole region. I am aware that among the serious human rights challenges in Iran have been reported a high level of executions, including of juvenile offenders, the use of torture and ill-treatment, widespread violations of the right to a fair trial, discriminations against women and religious and ethnic minorities, and the persecution of human rights defenders, journalists, students, artists and trade union leaders. However, building on the excellent work done by previous Special Rapporteurs, and in particular by Asma Jahangir, I would not only check, investigate and analyse news and reports about violations of human rights in Iran, but also observe with attention any positive development. In particular, I believe it will be worthwhile to follow the implementation of the recently adopted Charter on Citizens’ Rights, as well as the effects of the reform of drug laws, which is expected to considerably reduce the number of death sentences and executions. I would also pay attention to the follow-ups of the recent statements in favour of women’s empowerment, minorities’ rights, and media freedom by the President of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Hassan Rouhani.

As the Special Rapporteur, I would perform my mandate also through a constructive interaction with relevant IGOs and with international and Iranian NGOs, as well as by maintaining an open dialogue with officials from the Iranian High Council for Human Rights, the judicial branch, and other branches and agencies of the Iranian Government.

My personal contribution to this role would be based on my 35-year experience in NGOs’ leadership, monitoring and reporting on abuses, lecturing on human rights and International Law for post-graduate courses, and consultancies for relevant bodies of the European Parliament, the European Commission, and the Italian Parliament.

In all my activities I have been in constructive relationships with the most relevant Intergovernmental Organisations – such us the UN, the Council of Europe, the OSCE – as well as with national governments, parliamentary bodies, and NGOs. 

I am used to generate research and analysis and to brainstorm with relevant teams. I used to be a freelance journalist and a publisher, what increased my ability to pay attention to details, to analyse documents and to present information in an efficient way.

Among else, I organised more than one hundred international events, such as conferences, seminars, training sessions, fact-finding and advocacy missions. I am accustomed to practice discretion and I am aware that the position I am applying for necessitates exposure to sensitive information. I developed diplomatic skills and excellent personal relations with international leaders, including high-ranking government officials in several countries, and I believe this can be useful in performing the role of Special Rapporteur.

In the discharge of my mandate, I would be ready to cooperate with other UN bodies, to transmit urgent appeals to Iran on alleged violations of human rights, to undertake country visits, to engage with relevant stakeholders, to submit reports to General Assembly and Human Rights Council, and to engage publicly on issues of concern when appropriate.

My commitment is to report accurately on disappointments as well as achievements within the scope of the mandate. I am inspired by the opportunity to make a contribution to the improvement of the human rights situation in the Islamic Republic of Iran.

IV. LANGUAGES (READ / WRITTEN / SPOKEN)
Please indicate all language skills below.  

1. Mother tongue: Italian
2. Knowledge of the official languages of the United Nations:

Arabic: Yes or no: No   If yes,

Read: Easily or Not easily:      
Write: Easily or Not easily:      
Speak: Easily or Not easily:      
Chinese: Yes or no: No   If yes,

Read: Easily or not easily:      
Write: Easily or not easily:      
Speak: Easily or not easily:      
English: Yes or no: Yes   If yes,


Read: Easily or not easily: Easily
Write: Easily or not easily: Easily
Speak: Easily or not easily: Easily
French: Yes or no: Yes   If yes,

Read: Easily or not easily: Easily
Write: Easily or not easily: Easily
Speak: Easily or not easily: Easily

Russian: Yes or no: Yes   If yes,

Read: Easily or not easily: Easily
Write: Easily or not easily: Not easily
Speak: Easily or not easily: Not easily
Spanish: Yes or no: Yes   If yes,


Read: Easily or not easily: Easily
Write: Easily or not easily: Not easily
Speak: Easily or not easily: Not easily
V. EDUCATIONAL RECORD
NOTE: Please list the candidate’s academic qualifications (university level and higher, indicating type of degree, subject, and whether full or part-time, ex. Masters in law, University of xxx, part-time). 
	Name of degree and name of academic institution, full or part-time:
	Years of attendance

(provide a range from-to, for example 1999-2003):
	Place and country:

	MA in Political Science, part-time
	2008-2012
	Genoa, Italy

	BA in Political Science, part-time
	1977-1981
	Genoa, Italy

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     


VI. EMPLOYMENT RECORD

NOTE: Please briefly list ALL RELEVANT professional positions held in the area of human rights, beginning with your current occupation. Also indicate whether positions held were not full-time.
	Name of employer,
functional title,
main functions of position, full or part-time:
	Years of work
(provide a range from-to, for example 1999-2005):
	Place and country:

	FIDU - Italian Federation for Human Rights - President, part-time
	2017-present
	Rome, Italy

	LIDU - Italian League of Human Rights - President, part-time
	2016-2017
	Rome, Italy

	ECPM - Ensemble contre la peine de mort - Coordinator of the 6th World Congress Against the Death Penalty, full time
	2015-2016
	Montreuil, France

	Hands Off Cain – International league for the abolition of death penalty worldwide - member of the Board, part time

Presidency of the Italian Senate - Advisor, full time

European Parliament Human Rights Subcommittee - Advisor, part time

European Commission - short time expert, part time

SIOI - Italian Society for International Organisation - lecturer on human rights and International Law, part time 
Freedom House - Project Director of Human Rights Training and Support Program, full time
«La Nuova Frontiera» – International Human Rights and Security Review – editor, full time

Italian Helsinki Committee for human rights - Secretary-General, part time 



	2003-present

2009-2013

2008-2009
2006-2010

2008-2010
2003-2006

1996-2003

1987-2003


	Rome, Italy

Rome, Italy

Brussels, Belgium
Brussels, Belgium

Rome, Italy

Almaty, Kazakhstan

Rome, Italy

Rome, Italy





VII. COMPLIANCE WITH ETHICS AND INTEGRITY PROVISIONS 
(of Human Rights Council resolution 5/1)
To be completed by the candidate or by the nominating entity on the candidate’s behalf.
1. To your knowledge, does the candidate have any official, professional, personal, or financial relationships that might cause the candidate to limit the extent of inquiries, to limit disclosure, or to weaken or slant findings in any way? If yes, please explain.
No
2. Are there any factors that could either directly or indirectly influence, pressure, threaten, or otherwise affect the candidate’s ability to act independently in discharging the mandate? If yes, please explain:

No
3. Is there any reason, currently or in the past, that could call into question the candidate’s moral authority and credibility or does the candidate hold any views or opinions that could prejudice the manner in which the candidate discharges the mandate? If yes, please explain:

No
4. Does the candidate comply with the provisions in paragraph 44 and 46 of the annex to Human Rights Council resolution 5/1? (Please answer YES if the candidate complies, NO if the candidate does not comply, together with an explanation.)
Para. 44: The principle of non-accumulation of human rights functions at a time shall be respected.
Para. 46: Individuals holding decision-making positions in Government or in any other organization or entity which may give rise to a conflict of interest with the responsibilities inherent to the mandate shall be excluded. Mandate holders will act in their personal capacity.
YES
5. Should the candidate be appointed as a mandate holder, the candidate will have to take measures to comply with paragraphs 44 and 46 of the annex to Council resolution 5/1. In the event that the current occupation or activity, even if unpaid, of the candidate may give rise to a conflict of interest (e.g. if a candidate holds a decision-making position in Government) and/or there is an accumulation of human rights functions (e.g. as a member of another human rights mechanism at the international, regional or national level), necessary measures could include relinquishing positions, occupations or activities. If applicable, please indicate the measures the candidate will take.
     
VIII. CERTIFY AND SUBMIT APPLICATION
To be completed by the candidate or by the nominating entity on the candidate’s behalf.


I hereby certify that all of the statements made in this application are true, complete and are made in good faith. I understand that falsifying or intentionally withholding information will be grounds for not being selected or appointed or the withdrawal of any proposed appointment or, if an appointment has been made and accepted, for its immediate cancellation or termination.

Kindly note that whilst no changes can be made after this application form has been submitted and the deadline for applications has expired, any relevant change of current occupation, employment, or position, or any other relevant fact or circumstance should be brought to the attention of the secretariat by 
e-mail (hrcspecialprocedures@ohchr.org). 
Please review your application before you insert your name and date to indicate your agreement. 
Name: Antonio Stango
Date: 30 April 2018
****
� The short online survey is used to collect information for statistical purposes such as personal data (i.e. name, gender, nationality), contact details, mandate applying for and, if appropriate, nominating entity. The same name, gender and nationality should be used both in the online survey and in the Word application form.


� The application form includes a motivation letter of maximum 600 words (section III of the form). The application form should be completed in English only. It will be used as received to prepare the public list of candidates who applied for each vacancy and will also be posted as received on the OHCHR public website. 
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