Biographical data 

Name and first name: Saule MEKTEPBAYEVA
Date and place of birth: July 2, 1981, Russia
Working languages: Kazakh, Russian, English
Professional background: 15-year experience of work in human rights sector and civil service, expert in legal and prison reforms, juvenile justice, gender issues 
Educational background: Law Degree - L.N. Gumilyov Eurasian National University; PhD in Constitutional Law at D.A. Kunayev University. PhD dissertation - Limitation of Human Rights in the Constitution of Kazakhstan. Additional training - International Human Rights Training Program by Canadian Human Rights Foundation (Montreal, Canada), International Visitors Program of United States Department of State “Developing Capacity for Human Rights Monitors” (USA), Regional Advanced Program on Human Rights by Raul Wallenberg Institute of Human Rights and Humanitarian Law (Lund, Sweden)

Current position/function: Secretary of the National Preventive Mechanism against Torture in Kazakhstan. Project Operational Leader of the EU-funded project: Enhancing Criminal Justice in Kazakhstan (EUCJ) with a 5.5 million euro budget. The duties – expert support and maintaining governmental relations with law enforcement and judiciary agencies of RK (Presidential Administration, General Prosecutor’s Office, Prison Committee, Ministry of Interior, Supreme Court, etc.), managing the team of 14 members, financial control and operational oversight of the Project. 
Main professional activities: Before becoming EUCJ Project Operational Leader, acted as the project Senior National Expert, providing expert assistance on criminal justice reform: developing expert papers, analysis of strategies and draft legislation. 2015 - Deputy Chief of Party of World Bank project Kazakhstan Justice Sector Institutional Strengthening Project (JSISP), budget $ 60 million – expert support and maintaining governmental relations with justice sector stakeholders. 2009-2015 – Regional Director at Penal Reform International (PRI) Central Asia. Duties: promoting international human rights standards through advocacy campaigns, negotiations, interviews and educational activities, providing analysis of penal reform situation in Central Asia, providing dialogue with high-level officials on criminal justice area in Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan. Managed the Expert Department at the Ombudsman Apparatus for 4 years. Headed the criminal justice projects at the Soros Foundation – Kazakhstan, UNDP, World Bank, more than six years was the Regional Director of PRI Central Asia. Conducted monitoring visits to the prisons in the USA, Europe, Central Asia, Middle East and Africa.
Other main activities in the field relevant to the mandate of the Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture: Currently, member of the Human Rights Commission under the President of the RK. Since 2014 and till present Secretary of the Coordinative Council of the National Preventive Mechanism (NPM) against Torture. 2012 – 2013 - Member of the Working Group on National Preventive Mechanism draft law at the Parliament of Kazakhstan. 2001 – 2003 - Member of the Expert Committee of Human Rights Commission under the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan. 
List of most recent publications in the field relevant to the mandate of the Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture: Author of the book: The State of Success: Lessons Learned from Legal Reforms, 2018, Astana; Commentary to the Criminal-Executive Code; author of the chapter on Public Monitoring Boards, 2014, Astana; Preventing Torture: Creating a National Preventive Mechanism in Kazakhstan, Guest Editor: Saule Mektepbayeva, Statutes and Decisions. The Laws of the USSR and Its Successor States. Vol 49 No 1. January-February 2014.
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