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Statement by Ethiopia on the 6th Session of the Open-Ended Intergovernmental Working Group on Transnational Corporations and other Business Enterprises with respect to Human Rights (OEIGWG)
Thank you, Mr. Chair Rapporteur,

At the outset, we would like to congratulate you upon your election as the Chair rapporteur of the 6th Session of the Working Group. We also wish to convey our thanks to the honourable Minister of Foreign Affairs and Human Mobility of Ecuador and Madam High Commissioner for their opening statements. 
The second revised draft legally binding instrument has come a long way in accommodating concerns. While appreciating the efforts exerted towards that end, we strongly believe that there is a room for further improvement. In particular, the scope and jurisdiction are overstretched which needs to be consistent with resolution 26/9 of the Human Rights Council. Likewise, further clarity is required on some concepts enshrined in the text as they will potentially end up contradicting numerous principles of international law. We also underscore the fact that inclusion of state-owned enterprises which their operations are governed by national laws, not only pose a question of scope but also interfere with policy space of States. 
It is evident that business activities have to be conducted in a manner that takes into account the respect and protection of human rights. Equally important, we would like to remind this august body of the flip side of the same coin. Stakeholders such as business enterprises have a significant role to fill in realising the aspirations of Agenda 2030 and other regional development plans such as Agenda 2063 in the African context. Though it is understandable that due attention must be provided to preventive measures, we shall take utmost care in that the exorbitant clauses as in the draft text before us will not be counterproductive and jeopardise development endeavours which in turn will seriously affect developing countries which are already facing the brunt of lack of adequate technology, human capacity and commensurate finance to further steer development. 
Chair rapporteur 
While reserving our right on the entire text and reiterating the fact that our delegation will constructively engage as the meeting progresses, we wish you all a successful session ahead. 
I Thank you  

