Transnational Institute/ Institute for Policy Studies

Session : Monday 26th 2020 morning. General Statement 
I´m Gonzalo Berrón, speaking on behalf of the Transnational Institute/ Institute for Policy Studies, member of the Global Campaign to Dismantle Corporate Power, Stop Impunity and for People´s Sovereignty and good firstly highlight as my other colleagues did, the fact that this session is happening in a context of the COVID 19 Pandemic, what has produced an exceptional obstacle not only for the participation of civil society organizations but mostly due to the fact that our social movements and grassroot members are concentrating their efforts to tackle the worsening of peoples health and economic conditions under the pandemic.

We trust that the process towards a Treaty on Human rights and Businesses could have made this suffering less acute by providing to countries at international level, very practical tools to block the abuses – that then became violations – of health corporations (both pharma and health insurance) in relation to the right of people to access to health system and medicines to tackle the crisis produced by the Covid 19. 

On the one hand, we have a public health systems weakened by the increasingly privatization of health as well as the outsourcing of services by the state, what in general produced lower quality of the service at a more expensive cost for the public finances, an equation that it evidently irrational from a perspective of public health, but not from profits business perspective. The Treaty could be a tool to protect peoples right to health from this marketization of health public service.

On the other hand, companies block the access to medicines through the copyright rules and agreements that in most of the cases are abusive and made assure TNC´s profits instead of public health. While companies threat states of ISDS procedures in cases of “break” patents that could eventually happen to favor public health. The treaty could be again a tool to open access to key drugs and vaccines to cure and prevent.

This is why together with many of our Campaign members from the health area, we claim for a consistent and solid treaty that protect peoples access to right to health through strong public health systems and free of patent medicines.

