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Article 10. Statute of limitations
Mr. Chair
My name is Alejandra Méndez, from Centro Fray Julián Garcés Derechos Humanos y Desarrollo Local A.C. en Tlaxcala, México, I speak on behalf of the Transnational Institute/ Institute for Policy Studies, member of the Global Campaign.  
My intervention is on Article 10, and the full version of the proposal of changes have also been sent in English.

We speak as directly affected, as we are based in the Atoyac- Zahuapan Basin where more than 3 million people live, more than 20.000 manufacturing plants operate and one person dies every 4 hours from cancer and chronic kidney failure due to exposure to heavy metals and toxic chemicals emitted mainly by industries which benefit from corporate impunity due to labour and environmental deregulation. 

Therefore, for 10.1, we propose to delete the reference to the most serious crimes and to add a reference to labour rights and environmental norms, as follows: 
Amendment 10.1: The State Parties to the present (Legally Binding Instrument) undertake to adopt any legislative or other measures necessary to ensure that statutory or other limitations shall not apply to the prosecution and punishment of all violations of international human rights law, Labour rights, Environmental norms and international humanitarian law.  
For 10.2, the notion of reasonable time remains far too vague to guarantee adequate protection for affected communities and individuals. We propose following amendment:
Amendment 10.2: 
Domestic statutes of limitations applicable to civil claims or to violations that do not constitute the most serious crimes of concern to the international community as a whole shall allow a reasonable period of time a fair and adequate period of time for the investigation and commencement of prosecution or other legal proceedings, particularly in cases where the violations occurred in another State or when the harm may be identifiable only after a long period of time. 
Thank you.
