Transnational Institute/ Institute for Policy Studies

Monday 26th October 2020

Article 6. Prevention

Mr. President,

My name is Graciela González, from Un Salto de Vida, I speak on behalf of the Transnational Institute/ Institute for Policy Studies, member of the Global Campaign.  

My intervention is on Article 6, and the full version of the proposal of changes have also been sent in English. 

We propose in particular that paragraphs 6.3.c and 6.3.d be deleted and moved to a new paragraph 6.3.bis., because we consider that direct obligations for transnational corporations should be included. 
We speak as directly affected, since we live the Chapala lagoon and the Santiago River, the region with the highest kidney damage incidence in Mexico, and where the toxic discharges generated by transnationals such as Ciba-Geigy, Nestlé, IBM, Euzkadi, Honda, Cargill, Hersheys, among others, expose us to 1,090 pollutants.  Our children have been scientifically proven to have mercury, lead, cadmium, arsenic, and benzene in their blood at levels that exceed occupational standards. Due to the lack of prevention and environmental deregulation, we have become a sacrifice zone where corporate impunity is guaranteed.
We welcome that in Article 6, the term "consultation" has been replaced by "consent". However, the protection of the right to free, prior and informed consent is a duty of the States, and consultations should not be organized by corporations.

We, those affected, have the right to be protected from all pressure or harassment and to be able to express ourselves with freedom. We must have the right to say no (right of veto) to risky operations or that violate our rights. And this right must be extended, in addition to indigenous communities, to peasant communities and other affected populations.

I will read now the new 6.3.bis point we suggest: 
6.3 bis: States shall guarantee the right to consultation by:

a. Conducting mandatory and meaningful consultations with individuals or communities whose human rights can potentially be affected by business activities, and with other relevant stakeholders, while giving special attention to those facing heightened risks of business-related human rights violations, such as women, children, persons with disabilities, indigenous peoples, migrants, refugees, internally displaced persons and protected populations under occupation or conflict areas;
b. Ensuring that consultations with indigenous peoples, peasants and other concerned populations are undertaken in accordance with the internationally agreed standards of free, prior, informed and continued consent.
Thank you,

Graciela González 

