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Article 4.
Mr. President,
I´m Brid Maire Ni Bhraonain speaking on behalf of the Transnational Institute/ Institute for Policy Studies and for the Global Campaign.
The title of Article 4 is incomplete. We suggest to change to: “Rights of Affected Individuals and Communities/Right of victims. The respective changes should be included throughout the article, changing the word victims or adding the term “affected individuals and communities”.

On 4.2, the right to access information should be further elaborated to include stronger requirements for the disclosure of information in order to facilitate legal proceedings. 
Affected communities and individuals should have access to information regarding the different legal entities linked to the parent company so as to facilitate the determination of liability. 

On 4.2.c, we suggest to add, after “ecological restoration”, the following: including covering expenses for relocation of victims, replacement of community facilities, and emergency and long-term health assistance. Victims shall be guaranteed the right for long-term monitoring of such remedies.
On 4.2.f, we suggest to add: 
4.2.f. be guaranteed access to information and legal aid relevant to pursue effective remedy; This shall include information relative to all the different legal entities involved in the transnational business activity alleged to violate human rights, such as property titles, contracts, communications and other relevant documents. In case of the unavailability of such information, courts shall apply a rebuttable presumption of control of the controlling or parent companies. Such information shall serve for the adjudicator to determine the joint and several liability of the involved companies, according to the findings of the civil or administrative procedure.
We propose a new paragraph 4.2.h as follows: be guaranteed with access to independent technical advisory mechanisms that facilitate access to impartial evidence regarding the harm or risk of harm caused by companies; 
Finally, a new paragraph on precautionary measures should be added:
Proposed new paragraph 4.4: Affected individuals and communities shall have the right to request State parties adopt precautionary measures related to serious or urgent situations that present a risk of irreparable harm pending the resolution of a case as, for instance in cases of risks of environmental harm. 
Thank you.
