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Article 8. Legal Liability
Mr. Chair
My name is Gonzalo Berrón, and I speak on behalf of the Transnational Institute/ Institute for Policy Studies, member of the Global Campaign.  
My intervention is on Article 8, and the full version of the proposal of changes have also been shared to the Secretariat. 
Regarding paragraph 8.1, we consider it should explicitly state the need for administrative, civil and criminal regimes of liability. Criminal liability is necessary since civil convictions are not sufficient and do not act as a deterrent.

Therefore it should say: 
Amendment 8.1: State Parties shall ensure that their domestic law provides for a comprehensive and adequate system of civil, administrative and criminal legal liability of legal and natural persons conducting business activities of transnational character domiciled or operating within their territory or jurisdiction, or otherwise under their control, for human rights violations that may arise from their own business activities, including those of transnational character, or from their business relationships.
We also propose a new paragraph 8.1.bis, as follows: 

Proposed new paragraph 8.1.bis: States Parties shall hold liable, even for their complicity, collaboration, instigation, incitement or concealment, the International Financial Institutions that have provided any kind of financial support to transnational corporations and other business enterprises of transnational character responsible for human rights violations, including through their business relationships and global value chains.
Thank you.
