Article 15

Thank you, Chairperson. I speak on behalf of the over 200 million members of the global trade union organisations: ITUC, BWI, EI, IndustriAll, ITF, IUF, PSI, and UNI.

Article 15. Institutional Arrangements once again is extremely disappointing. We reiterate our call for a complementary international mechanism to oversee compliance with the binding treaty. We are particularly disappointed by the fact that the proposal for an International Tribunal does not appear in this draft. 
As per our previous comments to the Working Group, we  call for an international tribunal that can adjudicate cases where corporations violate human rights across international borders. This tribunal would develop specific case law in this area without replacing the role of national courts. In addition to guaranteeing access to an independent judicial forum for affected people to obtain justice for human rights violations, it will help balance the system of private justice for corporations 
Any such Tribunal or Court should complement the Committee envisaged in this draft.  
· The functions and powers of the Committee should be strengthened by, among other things, having the ability to hear individual complaints. Certain provisions of the draft Optional Protocol should be included directly in the Legally Binding Instrument.
· It is also essential that civil society organisations and trade union organisations are fully involved in proposing and designating the Committee’s experts.
At the national level, we support the promotion of national human rights institutions and  ombudspersons. 
Thank you 
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