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Panel I
The protections of Human Rights Defenders

 Excellency Madam Chair,
My name is Irhash Ahmady,  from Indonesia with the Ecosoc status from International NGO Forum on Indonesian Development (INFID). This statement is supported by Indonesian Focal Point on Legally Binding Treaty Initiative
. And we are also part of Treaty Alliance and Global Campaign to Dismantle Corporate Power. The Indonesia Focal Point for Legally Binding Treaty Initiative, hereinafter IFP, is a coalition of Indonesians organizations working on human rights, migrant workers, women rights, environment, rule of law, indigenous groups, right to water, and other protection of rights of groups.

This contribution take the process of the debate so far on the subject, and the process of first session of the Intergovernmental Working Group (hereinafter IGWG). IFP take a very strong argument for the establishment of Legally Binding Treaty as normative foundation. As IFP look into wider situation of Indonesia, as also Asia-Africa, where there is situation where transnational conduct of trade and investment dominates state and society affairs, so far that the domination overstep and pushing aside state obligation in international fora.

The trend of human rights violations against environment and human rights defenders will be increase in the future, along with the increasing of conflict over natural resources. This is not an assumption, but based on strong argumentation that the government does not change the model of development which still relies on the exploitation of natural or agrarian resources with high risks for the environment and the people. This violations does not only happen to the activists, but also affected people who are actively involved in the struggle, either through the peasant unions, fisher folk unions, women organizations, and other people organizations.

Criminalization of human rights defenders is the case that often occurs. Eva Bande, a woman activist who was arrested on 2010. She was arrested for the struggle to defend people rights in the conflict between farmers and Kurnia Luwuk Sejati Inc. and Berkat Hutan Pusaka Inc. in the district of Banggai, Central Sulawesi. Several violence that led to the death of human rights activists also often occur in the conflict over natural resources. Indra Pelani, an activist from Tebo Jambi Peasant Union, killed by security of Wira Karya Sakti (WKS) Company a subsidiary company of Asia Pulp and Paper. Indra killed by mob and beatings by the Rapid Reaction Unit of WKS security forces.

Civil lawsuit also becoming a threat to the environment and the struggle for natural resources/agrarian justice. It’s experienced by the people who fight for the source of water in Gemulo Malang – East Java. Aside from criminal charges, they also threatened with a civil penalty to the demands reached 30 billion rupiah. Previously, Ibu Hajjah Mimi, a women leader of indigenous people in Southeast Sulawesi is also subject to civil penalties for 8 billion rupiah.

Shapes and layers of violence experienced by women human rights and environment defenders are not experienced by men. Gender-based violence in the conflict over natural resources is a specific and typical violence that experienced by women. Women human rights defenders have a special vulnerability to various acts of intimidation, sexual harassment, prejudice, denial or rejection of society and even arrest.

Guarantee of the human rights protection for the defenders have been regulated in the United Nations Declaration on the Right and Responsibility of Individulas, Groups and People Organizations to promote and protect human rights and fundamental freedoms, known as the Declaration of Human Rights Defenders, as endorsed by the UN General Assembly on 9 December 1998, which, although as the Declaration is not legally binding but should be a reference for the UN member states. . This model could be employed on how the treaty develop the component of human rights defenders in it.

As the reference, Indonesia has a law governing environment. This law position (relevant) citizen and victims-survivors as participant in the protection and on conservation of environment. This law also put punitive damage to the perpetrators and belligerents. This model could be employed on how the LBI develop the component of human right defender in it.
Thank you madam chair.
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