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Distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen, 
This Open Ended Working Group has accomplished a momentous task in its work on the codification of the Right to Peace, a legacy all peace-builders will welcome as a turning point in international relations. The time has come for the creation of a culture of peace, and to rethink about military intervention, economic expansion and protectionism in the light of the new realities of a new world. The time has come to acknowledge the futility of ‘business as usual’ and to open ourselves up to new ways to work together in peace, which can only be based on mutual respect, honesty and trust. 

We, as the United Religions Initiative, stand for these values as our mission is in full alignment with the Right to peace, as we, the people of diverse religions, spiritual expressions and indigenous traditions throughout the world, ‘established the United Religions Initiative to promote enduring, daily interfaith cooperation, to end religiously motivated violence and to create cultures of peace, justice and healing for the Earth and all living beings.’ As such peace and bridge-building organization, we are in full support of the Right to Peace and see it as an important anchoring of Peace within the International community and its global citizenry. We wish to thank all those who have been so actively involved in the Santiago declaration 2010 which became the AC draft declaration and now carries the fate of this whole initiative on its shoulders. We pray that all the nations of the world will shoulder this important effort to Peace.

In Article 1\5 it states that ‘All States, in accordance with the principles of the Charter of the United Nations, shall use peaceful means to settle any dispute to which they are parties.’ In its full sense, this paragraph calls for a reassessment of peacekeeping missions to turn them into preventive peace-building missions. It calls for a paradigm shift of how peace-building missions need to be conducted, not through the use of armed forces, at the cost of countless innocent lives, leading to the destabilization of entire regions, the rise of anarchy and massive overall disturbances of civil life.  The Preamble states, ‘Convinced that the prohibition of the use of force is the primary international prerequisite for the material well-being, development and progress of countries, and for the full implementation of the human rights and fundamental freedoms proclaimed by the United Nations’. Here, the urgency of such paradigm shift is reaffirmed as it has been observed in dozens of military interventions that have seldom led to any lasting peace, except if the people of the country started to work close together with its government and its neighbouring countries.  
Civil society organizations do play a vital role in the creation of peace, and as a bridge-building interfaith organization with a wide range of constituency in currently 83 countries with 569 Cooperation Circles, we wish to offer an assisting hand. We are in support the efforts of the Human rights council and its process to enhance the implementation of accepted UPR process recommendations. It is here where CSOs with an attitude of mutual cooperation and respect can offer much technical assistance and capacity building. Human rights and the Right to Peace are so vital for the future of us all, because the Universal declaration of Human rights calls on all the People, as does the Right to Peace, to take back their sovereignty and their inalienable rights to peace and justice. Military intervention dos not lead to peace, expect if they mean to protect those who build peace, ‘the comprehensive and effective protection of civilians as a priority objective’ as it states in Article 2\4. Such peace-building grassroots development, on the ground, can achieve progress, and not by waging war from air, where the cost of one bomb dropped could save the life of thousands of children who die from hunger every day.
The United Religions Initiative upholds equal rights and opportunities for women, and hence we also commend Article 2\5 that ‘encourage an active and sustained role for women in the prevention, management and peaceful settlement of disputes, and promote their contribution to building, consolidating and maintaining peace after conflicts’. Women are the majority on the planet who suffer the most with their children due to the dominant dysfunctional patriarchal dominance. As natural community builders, women do play a vital role in any endeavour to achieve lasting peace and prosperity, but too often, religions keep their degradation and exploitation as part of their belief and practice.  The United Religions Initiative in its 8th Principle of the Charter declares, ‘We practice equitable participation of women and men in all aspects of URI and hence work for the empowerment of women leadership and youth as the Millennium developments goals calls out to the world to do the same.
As an ECOSOC NGO in special consultative status in regards to religion, we also commend Article 2 Paragraph 1, in support of ’freedom of thought, conscience, opinion, expression, belief and religion, in conformity with international human rights law’.  Our constituency consists of many minority groups, and every faith is a minority somewhere in the world, being discriminated against and persecuted for their believes and practices, which happens daily, through media as soft form of execution, or through the bullet, in the wake of modernizing agendas that destroy ancient cultures; in the name of secularism and through extremism in its multiple forms.  Such voices either blame religion as the reason for the problems in the world, or appropriate religion to pursue agendas of power and control which has nothing to do with religion in and of itself. 
The moment in history seems still far away, where we can proclaim what Article 2\2 calls for, that ‘All individuals have the right to live in peace so that they can develop fully all their capacities, physical, intellectual, moral and spiritual, without being the target of any kind of violence.’ This fundamental human right to live a free life is far from being realized throughout the world. The gulf between written documents and nonbinding agreements and the reality of the suffering of hundreds of millions can be disheartening. Nevertheless, every written word of the declaration on a Right to Peace, if it is shared in honesty by governments, but also by their citizens, who are now often looking at each other in fear and mistrust in the midst of global crisis and growing instability, can find a common ground, through the common purpose of uniting and living for peace and justice. 
The many religions, spiritual expressions and indigenous traditions have been integral to the peaceful development of human society, and too often, are branded as a cause for war, while they can be prime contributors for peace-building and keeping instead, if they are recognized as such, as a helping hand. The Rio+20 Interfaith declaration calls for an international Interfaith partnership on sustainable development but the recognition of organized grassroots communities that are often linked to religions, spiritual expressions, and indigenous traditions, as developmental partners, is still to be fully discovered and brought to fruition.  Economic development that benefits grassroots communities and common people can be a pivotal foundation for peace, and to educate the people about their rights but also responsibilities are the prerequisite to co-create a culture of peace. 
The strong voice of civil society to create such a pledge for a Right to Peace should signal anyone, that it is in the interest of all if this declaration can be agreed on in a consensus, ’Reaffirming the common will of all people to live in peace with each other, ‘Reaffirming also that the principal aim of the United Nations is the maintenance of international peace and security’. This Right to Peace also calls for Individual Social Responsibility, to become internally peaceful, as peace starts within and can then expand to the family, community, city, nation and the world. We all have the sacred responsibility to become stewards of peace, especially those who have the power to wage war, but all have the responsibility to work together for the common good.‘Recalling General Assembly resolution 39/11 of 12 November 1984, in which the Assembly proclaimed that the peoples of our planet have a sacred right to peace’. 
In this sacred right to peace, religions, spiritual expressions, and indigenous traditions wish to join all those who wish to uphold it, in word and deed,  to become integral partners of a human rights approach to sustainable development and to unite for a culture of peace, justice, and healing, for the Earth, and all living beings. 
May Peace Prevail on Earth!
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