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Japanese Workers Committee for Human Rights welcome the resolution of Human Rights Council 20/15 on Promotion of the right to peace and the Progress Report prepared by the drafting group of the Advisory Committee on the human rights to peace. The right of peoples to peace is the fundamental of civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights.

Right to live in peace in Nagoya case

In this regard, we would like to introduce you the relevant decision of Japanese court. As you know, article 9 of Japanese Constitution proclaims the renouncement of war and abandonment of army. In addition, the Preamble of the Constitution reads in relevant part: " We, Japanese people, recognize that all peoples of the world have the right to live in peace, free from fear and want."

17 April 2008, Nagoya High Court found that the right to live in peace is a concrete right. The high court stated that the integration of the Japanese Self Defense Force's air transport activities with the use of force by coalition forces in Iraq during military conflict constituted the use of force by the Self Defense Force in violation of Article 9. The court's finding of a violation of Article 9 was the first since the Sapporo District Court's decision in the Naganuma case at 7 September 1973, and the first to be entered as a final judgment. The Nagoya High Court's recognition of the right to live in peace was also the first since Naganuma. Less than a year later, 24 February 2009, the Okayama District Court followed Nagoya High Court in recognizing the right to live in peace in a similar Self Defense Force Iraq Deployment case. 

Peace Zone

Secondly we would like to propose a new paragraph on" peace zone" to article 3 of draft Declaration, disarmament. In 2004, Japanese people started the new Peace Zone Campaign demanding the non-military zones to local governments, according to article 59 of the First Protocol of 1949 Geneva Conventions of 1977. The article 59 describes the Non-Defended Locality can be settled in local area. Therefore Japanese people combined article 59 of First Protocol and article 9 of Japanese Constitution. Article 59 describes the local Non-Military Zone and article 9 demands the national Non-Military Zone.

As you know, there are 27 countries without armies in the world. Countries without armies are peace zones in national level. Aland islands of Finnland is peace zone in local level. International humanitarian law recognizes Non-Defended Locality even during armed conflict. We should include the peoples right to make peace zone in peace time into international human rights law. Then we can create many many peace zones in local and national level all over the countries, and also international level.

Thank you.

