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As was noted by Vera Gowlland-Debbas during the expert seminar on the right to peace organized by the OHCHR on 15-16 December 2009, there is “a circular relationship between peace and human rights, each one serving as the foundation for the other.”
  The truth of this statement was clearly highlighted in the action-research study that ATD Fourth World completed last year on the connections between extreme poverty, violence and peace.  

The material deprivation that results from the lack of enjoyment of economic, social, and cultural rights traps people in a struggle for survival, and leaves them open to the violence of exploitation and discrimination. Too often these forms of violence are legitimized by government laws and policies that are contrary to human rights: repeated evictions, loss of life due to dangerous working conditions and lack of access to health care, lack of legal support, and the separation of families.  Without the right legal documents, access to education and information, or protection from retaliation if they protest their situation, people living in extreme poverty have no access to processes of governance.  Thus they are caught in a vicious circle that prevents them from claiming any of their rights.
The World Bank broadly estimates that over 1 billion people live in extreme poverty in the developing world, which does not include the millions living in extreme poverty in industrialized countries.  This means that, although armed conflicts are currently wreaking enormous suffering on far too many people, and therefore the Declaration on the Right to Peace must necessarily address these violations, even greater numbers of people are unable to live in peace because of the constant insecurity and structural violence of extreme poverty.  And these violations of human rights ultimately and inevitably in turn generate social disruptions and armed conflicts, as evident over these past years.  As Alfred de Zayas rightfully declared in the same expert seminar, humanity needs “to ensure positive peace in the form of social justice.”

For these reasons, ATD Fourth World welcomes the fact that the Advisory Committee, in its draft Declaration, states in Article 1 that “Individuals and peoples have a right to peace,” and that social origin and economic situation should not be causes of discrimination.
  Article 2 also addresses some elements of structural violence, and in paragraph 7, states that “Mechanisms should be developed and strengthened to eliminate inequality, exclusion and poverty, as they generate structural violence, which is incompatible with peace.”  Likewise, articles 4 and 9 contain useful elements related to overcoming extreme poverty.  We hope that these elements will be retained by the Open-Ended Working Group, but Article 9 needs to go further and address issues such as he role of the media in promoting social justice, rather than negative stereotypes.  However, Article 11, by focusing on only certain groups as ‘victims and vulnerable groups’ that deserve special attention, reduces the strength of the document as an instrument for addressing the underlying causes of violence that exist in all societies.  For although many people suffer from violence because they are women, or because they belong to a minority group, etc., there remain millions of people who suffer from social exclusion and the resulting violence simply because they are poor – and therefore considered worthless or unable to contribute to society.   Unless the Open-Ended Working Group gives proper consideration to the actions required to ensure that all people are able to live in dignity, the ultimate objective of a world that enjoys freedom from fear will never be reached.
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� Report of the Office of the High Commissioner on the outcome of the expert workshop on the right of peoples  


to peace, A/HRC/14/38, 17 March 2010, paragraph 11, p. 5.


� Ibid., paragraph 15. p. 6.


� Article 1.  Right to peace: principles  


1. Individuals and peoples have a right to peace. This right shall be implemented without any distinction or discrimination for reasons of race, descent, national, ethnic or social origin, colour, gender, sexual orientation, age, language, religion or belief, political or other opinion, economic situation or heritage, diverse physical or mental functionality, civil status, birth or any other condition. 








