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I am here as mountain shepherd and artisan cheesemaker, coordinator of the European Shepherds Network , with more than 18 country members, and Regional Coordinator of the World Alliance of Mobile Indigenous Peoples and Pastoralists, the only global grassroot movement of pastoralists, created 10 years ago, with 150 organsations in it. 

I just arrived from the Alps an area higky developed, Austria, Switzerland, Italy, Germany , Tyrol, at the very core of Europe, for an exchange workshop . At the centre of this area there is the vision of mountain pastoralism: a culture, an identity, a landscape a gastronomy,  what keeps many other sectors of economy working.  So there is a difference between a pastoralist and livestock farmer. It means an specific production system that is globally underecognised by policies, specially in the EU. 

Acoording to UN data there are 250 mill. mobile pastoralists in the world. We are working in areas that are not suitable for agriculture, from the artic tundra, deserts, semiarid steppes or high mountain pastures. Through millenia , we have developed sophisticated culture, ancient skills and knowledge hand to hand with those ecosystems, to make them productive while preserving natural resources. The meat we produce is not based in   Our culture encompasses material and intangible heritage, gastronomy and animal breeds.We have a crucial role in local food production a crucial supply for local meat and milk markets, we produce wool and leather and also landscapes.  Around the world very rich indigenous cultures, Sami, Masai, Raikas,  Peul, Toareq Bedouin, Qashqai , Quechuas or Navaho  rely directly on livestock extensive systems. They can have cultural rights but they need rights to keep their productive systems. In their areas, a high biodiversity has been preserved and is guaranteed, from alpine grasslands to the sabannas. We successfully manage natural resources, because we live from them, keeping them for future generations. A very specially, we manage those resources in a collective form - pastoralism in many places is based in direct democratic management of common pastures. The "tragedy of the commons" was a phalacy, in fact failing to acknowledge the collective sustainable use of resources to precisely avoid the "tragedy of privatisation" 

Extensive pastoralism also  has been proofed to be a fundamental system to combat desertification, as it avoids misuse of the land , avoids erosion and enhances soil fertility. 

Grazing helps store atmospheric carbon and mitigates climate change. It doesnt exploits water resources as we move the animals 

But the very basis of these  forms of life, culture is in danger . Today pastoralism is threatened as never before by the forced industrialization of livestock farming Our identity is being eroded as policies fail to sufficiently include, understand or even recognize the existence of pastoralism. We are losing our freedom and capacity to keep our traditional systems.

• Low economic returns and a lack of recognition mean that young pastoralists in some areas

feel forced to leave our way of life or switch to more intensive forms of farming. For young people, it is often difficult to gain access to land.

• We are losing grazing land due to competing types of land use: infrastructure and energy development,mining, nature reserves, leisure housing, biofuel crops, intensive farming, forestry, fragmentation,etc. That makes it more and more difficult for us to maintain our traditional systems, especially wherethese depend on moving animals from place to place throughout the year.

• Our identity is often expropriated by large-scale producers and agri-food corporations that sell pale,industrially produced imitations of our products. That makes it difficult for us to differentiate the special qualities of our products in order to get a fair price for them. 

• The symbiotic balance between pastoralism and the environment is put in danger by wrong policy decisions that are not including pastoralists in the decision making process, such as the creation and management of protected areas without consultation with pastoralists. The re-introduction and the policydriven increase in the number of predators are causing damages to our flocks. The costs of these damages are incurred by pastoralists but unrecognized and under-compensated. However, we want to work together with environmentalists in forms of prevention of attacks, population monitoring and recognizion of the role of pastoralists. 

• Policy decisions are made with little or no consultation of local communities. We are the traditional land users, but we are systematically excluded from decisions on land management. This lack of consultation extends to all levels: local, national, regional and EU. The Common Agricultural Policy, in particular, fails to recognize the specific features of pastoralism, putting this production system at an economic disadvantage. Bureaucratic requirements, biased towards intensive livestock production, impose a huge and unrealistic burden of paperwork on pastoralists.

We strive to succeed

We fight these trends and maintain our way of life by continuously innovating and improving. We use localbreeds to adapt to a changing environment. We try to raise awareness among consumers and to sell directly to them. We are using new media to promote our cultural traditions and organize festive events. Some of us have negotiated contracts to prevent fires, maintain heritage landscapes and provide other environmental services. We are ambassadors of local cultural heritage and nature-friendly farming. All across the world  we are getting organized ,  gaining international recognition from leading institutions. We strive to defend the interests of local producers and to increase our political representation. We are creating research centres, teaming up with scientific institutions, training our young people and building our capacity, being crucial for the continuity of our activity.  

We urge our governments at UN : 

• Recognize the special nature of pastoralism  and its services to manking by acknowledging the rights of peasants and pastoralists 

These rights have to include: 

- Legal frameworks that promote  artisanal production of traditional foods.

• Set measures to assure fair prices for pastoralist products, enhance local markets and innovative

marketing systems- 

• Respect pastoralists’ own effective existing methods of managing breeding and identifying animals.

• Develop a common framework and repository of heritage, and recognize intangible cultural heritage.

• Include pastoralists in the making of decisions that affect them and the areas where they raise their

animals.

• Recognize grass-root pastoralist organizations and rescpect their representability. 

- The value of grazing in preventing fires and in using non-arable marginal land is ignored. Pastoralists provide many environmental benefits that are not currently recognized - and they are the only ones who are able to provide these services. 

• Stop the loss of grazing land, "land grabbing" and the restrictions on mobility that make it impossible

to maintain a viable pastoralist system. 

- Allow services such as health and education addapted to mobility patterns by pastoralists . 

In summary : when you buy a brick of milk at 1 E in a supermarket, you are buying an intensive industrial livestock system of thousands of heads together, eating soy imported from industrial monocultures of GE soy, that has been grown displacing indigenous peoples or peasants , cutting rain forest. With a high carbon cost that product is imported to produce cheap milk that would low prices with which peasants can´ t compete, being forced to move to cities, enlarging hungry in the world. When you have instead an artisan cheese or a local lamb made by a pastoralist small hold, you keep people in the land, local economies, local culture, the landscapes you like. These people,  almost discouraged,  dont need an unfair system that push them out of the land -  they need a red carpet to continue  the good work they are doing to combat the food and environmental crisis we are in and heading towards  in the EU , we make a big mistake if governments dont see the importance of our contribution in a continent which rural areas are being depopulated and pose a big challenge on how they will be maintained . in EU We can end up being much more poorer on biodiversity and cultures if we are mean towards passing this Declaration.   Is not acting in solidarity is also asking on own interest. Pastoralists  need you,  who have the responsability to promote a vision and a political system  on how we live and how we navigate the uncertain times ahead to create the frame by which rights are guaranteed and pastoralism will survive and keep existing in the future. 

