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International Union of Food, Agricultural, Hotel, Restaurant, Catering, Tobacco and Allied Workers’ Associations
General statement - Opening
Sue Longley speaking on behalf of the IUF, the global trade union federation for food and agricultural workers.

Our congratulations to Ambassador Iturry on her re-election as chair rapporteur of this OEWG. 
The IUF is made up on 428 affiliated trade unions in 128 countries – these trade unions represent many millions of rural workers.  We would like to remind this meeting that these workers make up about 40% of the agricultural workforce and alongside small scale farmers are a significant proportion of the world’s hungry. 

The workers we represent do not own or rent the land they work on. They need the declaration to address the inequitable power relations in rural areas and the feudal attitudes that some employers still have towards workers.

In some countries rural workers do NOT enjoy the same rights as other workers; they are excluded from the protection of labour legislation or have lower levels of protection.

For the IUF, this Declaration needs to make a clear demand on States to end this discrimination against rural workers and extend to them the same protection from labour laws and other relevant legal protection as other workers. 
We welcome the recognition in the preamble that rural workers are in exploitative conditions and lack living wages and social protection but feel this not sufficiently reflected in the articles. We believe clearer commitments in the Declaration on decent work would be in line with SDG 8.
The preamble uses the term labourers.  We would prefer it to say workers. Labourers implies in English at least, unskilled workers, but rural workers are often highly skilled workers. 
Finally chair,the ILO has just given us the statistics - 60% of all child labour takes place in agriculture.

The ILO made a strong call for the elimination of child labour to be included in the Declaration and the IUF strongly supports that.
Child labour perpetuates poverty, it does not help eliminate it.
We look forward to a constructive week of discussions and negotiations to move us forward towards the adoption of the declaration.  
