Mr. President,

My delegation wishes to commend the important work that the open-ended intergovernmental working group on the draft United Nations declaration on the rights of peasants and other people working in rural areas is carrying out with a view to implementing its mandate.

Mr. President,


We are of the opinion that there is an urgent need to improve the situation of peasants and other people working in rural areas. This argument is further corroborated by the fact that extreme poverty, hunger and malnutrition are concentrated in rural areas, despite peasants’ substantial contribution to food security and food sovereignty. According to statistics, 75-80% of people affected by hunger and malnutrition are people working in rural areas. It is likewise alarming that peasants experience discrimination in many forms. As for women, it is deplorable that they are especially vulnerable due to factors such as age, sex, marital status, indigenous and peasant identity. Other challenges facing peasants include the denial of their means of livelihood, and their ability to control their own means of production and to set market prices for their products.


In view of the aforementioned, and bearing in mind the specific nature of the various challenges that peasants and other people working in rural areas face, which emanates from the distinctive environment they are living in, we do believe that in order to improve their conditions, it is of paramount importance to formulate a special instrument that caters for the needs of this group of people. In this regard, we commend the process of formulating the draft United Nations declaration on the rights of peasants and other people working in rural areas which is based on over 50 international conventions, covenants and instruments from diverse domains, with a view to enhancing the human rights of this vulnerable group of people.


We shall seek to engage constructively with a view to concluding the current reading of the draft declaration successfully.
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