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Introduction 

Mme Chairperson, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 


It gives me great pleasure to address the third session of the intergovernmental working group on the “draft declaration on the rights of peasants and other people working in rural areas” in my capacity as chair of the CEDAW working group mandated to draft the general recommendation on the rights of rural women (GR 34). 


I personally consider your work as an important contribution to the enrichment of HR instruments. This exercise is filling an important gap related to the rights of a large number of individuals, i.e. peasants and people working in rural areas. This group has suffered and is still suffering from a lack of attention and sometimes of consideration on the part of the international community (except in crises situations) as well as political authorities in their own countries. 

I salute the efforts of the chair rapporteur, the governmental delegations for the hard work, as well as the NGOs for their valuable contribution.  
Allow me first to make few remarks related to my presentation. 
1. The report of the working group (Doc A/HRC/30/55) dated 22 July 2015 is very enlightening, giving the back ground on the steps followed, the discussions raised, as well as the different points of view.  

2. It is not my intention to address the process of drafting and negotiating of the draft declaration or the structure of the document. 

3. Despite having my own assessment on many substantive issues present in the declaration, I will nevertheless refrain here from addressing the controversial parts. The text of GR 34 is a consensus text and it will be my reference. I encourage you to explore further ways of making use of it. 
Let me now introduce GR 34: background and content, with the aim of identifying the points and parts which can be useful while comparing the two texts (the GR and the declaration). 

I. What is the added value of a GR?
---------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------

II. What are the reasons behind drafting a GR on article 14 of CEDAW on Rural Women?
------------------------------------------------------------------
-----------------------------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

III. What are the important parts/ideas contained in GR 34 which can be of relevance to the HR of all people (Men and women) living and working in rural areas and which can apply easily to the whole community and contribute to a better enjoyment of the individual as well as the collective rights?
To identify the real relevance of GR 34 to the present work, I will review with you the main elements and points that deserve our attention at the level of principles and rights and with regard to the core issues of concern: 

A. Principles and Rights
· The principle of non-discrimination and the condemnation of discrimination 
· The access to justice (a basic right). 

· The states extra-territorial obligations. 

· The need to accelerate the use of T. S. M. 

· The need to address threats and attacks against HR defenders. 

· Combatting trafficking and all forms of exploitation. 

· Social rights (health, education, housing, social security, training and technical knowledge, right to work in local employment opportunities, and right to decent work conditions). 
· The right of vulnerable groups (old people, people with disabilities, migrants). 
· The rights of indigenous people. 

· The cultural rights. 

· The right to water: for irrigation, sanitation, safe drinking water. 

· The right to participate in decision-making at all levels, in community discussions and in the elaboration and implementation of agricultural and rural development strategies. 

· The right to land and the deriving rights. 
B. Core Issues
· Right to land and natural resources: the right to land, natural resources including water seeds, forestry, as well as fisheries are fundamental HR (a right as well as a core issue). 

· The contribution of peasants to the gross domestic product (GDP) and therefore to sustainable development (part of the activities are considered within the informal sector). 

· The need to address the negative impact of climate change, natural disasters, pesticides and agro-chemicals, the loss of Bio-diversity. 

· Agricultural and policies and organic farming (the controversial use of genetically modified organisms). 

· Increased agricultural industrialization and the risk of forced eviction of small farmers.

· Food security and nutrition (food price volatility). 

· Financial services, including agricultural credits, loans and insurance (need to T.S.M. in cases of crises). 

· Markets and market facilities. 

· New technologies (the need of agricultural, irrigation and water harvesting technologies and equipment, access to ICT, improving marketing skills). 

· Land acquisition and resettlement. 

· Adequate living conditions. 

· Transportation. 

· Energy. 

At this point it is important to note that those are issues of relevance to all countries and although the situation is considered to be substantially better in developed countries compared to developing ones, rural areas in developed countries still face many challenges especially with regard to the rights of small farmers, old persons, disabled, migrants, indigenous populations. All concerns and recommendations contained in GR 34 are applicable to rural populations in developed countries are.  

Having gone through this exercise it is very easy now to realize the existence of common grounds between GR 34 and the document subject to your deliberations in the following way: 

1. Both documents are giving attention to both the normative perspective and the operational one. They highlight principles of HR as well as action oriented steps to be followed (the implementation of rights). 
2. Most of the points contained in GR 34 have been addressed by the declaration with some exceptions that I will later address. We can clearly identify similarity in the language and formulation. 

3. Needless to say that the GR 34 had addressed the topic only as a women’s right issue. The declaration, on the other hand and although tackling the rights of peasants and other people working in rural areas in its globality, is respectful of Women’s rights and has dedicated to it specific articles such as article 4 dealing mainly with gender equality. Article 6 deals with rural women’s rights, and there are other parts dealing with V.A.W, intersecting discrimination and sexual harassment. 
4. The declaration has been comprehensive in addressing in its part II the substantive rights in 29 articles. A work deserving praise and appreciation. 

5. The declaration had the privilege to single out some important issues among them the freedom of movement in its article 9 and the freedom of thoughts, opinion and expression in article 10. 

6. The declaration omitted the negative impact of stereotypes on the image and role of people living and working in rural areas as well as the effect of harmful practices on the enjoyment of their rights (mainly women). 
7. The declaration did not mention trafficking in human beings, a crime threatening the safety and dignity of persons especially the most vulnerable and needy. People living in rural areas are considered as a group at high risk of exploitation namely when they are working as domestic workers (in urban areas or outside the country). 
I would hope that these two topics can find a place in the draft text of the declaration due to their critical importance in rural areas. 
Conclusion

Let me conclude by saying that both documents, the declaration and GR, have their specificity and own value and role in the field of HR… nevertheless they are clearly complementing each other and I may add supporting each other in a way that produces clear synergies. 
Mme chair, Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen the HR of millions of people working and living in rural areas is in your hands. They might not be fully aware of the details and complexity of the exercise you are engaged in, but their lives will definitely be affected by the outcomes you will reach.
 What will be achieved by this declaration will not be limited to the HR domain but will go beyond it, to influence the development of societies and countries. 

Needless to say that the respect and enhancement of HR norms and principles is a tool and vehicle leading towards the achievement of progress and development at large. 

Coming from a developing country with a vast majority of peasants and people working in rural areas, I am looking forward to see the completion and the endorsement of the declaration. 
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