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	        Human Rights Council

	 Ninth session

Geneva, 8 – 26 September 2008


 Order of the Day
 Monday, 22 September 2008
	                                    Plenary meetings

	
	 
	
	Conference room XVII

	 
	 19th  meeting
	 3.00 p.m. – 6.00 p.m.
	

	Item 3:
	Promotion and protection of all human rights, civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights, including the right to development (Cont’d)

	
	

	
	- Panel on missing persons (Res. 7/28, op.11) (Please refer to annex)
                                                 -----

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Notes:
	· All speakers scheduled to take the floor should provide the Secretariat beforehand with 25 
    copies of their statements. For general distribution, 250 copies are needed.

	
	· The full text of statements, as well as the audio files may be accessed at http://www.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil

	
	· Live and on-demand webcast video of the Human Rights Council sessions is available at:

   http://www.un.org/webcast/unhrc/index.asp

	
	· Identity photo-badges valid for the session may be obtained by all delegations, if needed, from the UNOG Security and Safety Section at the “Pregny Gate”(Palais des Nations, 8-14 avenue de la Paix) from 8.00 a.m. to 5.00  p.m. upon presentation of a copy of their letter of accreditation and an identity document.
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	               Forthcoming Plenary Meetings

	Tuesday, 23 September 2008

	
	20th meeting
	10.00 a.m. – 1.00 p.m.
	Conference room XVII

	
	21st meeting
	  3.00 p.m. – 6.00 p.m.
	

	Please note that the information on the forthcoming meetings

is indicative and may be subject to changes
Item 5:            Human rights bodies and mechanisms
                        Complaint procedure (closed meeting)

	Item 9:            Racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related forms of intolerance, 

                        follow-up and implementation of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action   (cont’d)
                           -    General debate (cont’d)

	Item 10:
	Technical assistance and capacity-building 

	Item 1:  
 
	Presentation of reports followed by interactive dialogues with Special Procedures mandate-holders: (cont’d)
A/HRC/9/14, A/HRC/9/15, A/HRC/9/16, A/HRC/9/CRP.2, A/HRC/9/NGO/48, A/HRC/9/NGO/49 
· Independent Expert on Technical Cooperation and Advisory Services in Liberia

· Independent Expert on the situation of human rights in Somalia (oral presentation)

· Independent Expert on the situation of human rights in Burundi

- General debate under item 10
Organizational and procedural matters
- Conference facilities and financial support to the Human Rights Council
- Appointment of Special Procedures mandate-holders

- Decisions and conclusions (cont’d)
- Adoption of the report of the 9th session

                                                 -----

	


-Annex-

PANEL DISCUSSION ON MISSING PERSONS

-Concept Paper –

Background

The problem of missing persons is one of the most acute challenges stemming from the armed conflicts. Armed conflicts are accompanied by the widespread violations of international humanitarian law and human rights law of millions of people around the world. 

In today’s world, thousands of people are still missing and their families are uncertain about their fate. Determining the fate of persons reported missing in connection with the armed conflict and alleviating the plights of their relatives should be among main tasks of all the relevant stakeholders, especially states; states bear primary responsibility to prevent persons from going missing and to search and identify the victims. The families and relatives have a right to know the fate of the missing as a result of armed conflict.

Relevant international foras, including the Human Rights Council should keep this issue under constant attention. 

On 28 March 2008 Human Rights Council adopted by resolution 7/28 on missing persons. According to the Paragraph 11 of that resolution, “the HRC decides to hold a panel discussion on the question of missing persons at its ninths session and to invite experts of the International Committee of the Red Cross, delegates of Governments and non-governmental organizations as well as national human rights institutions and international organizations to participate therein”.

Date 

The Panel will take place on 22 September 2008 from 15:00 to 18:00 in Room XVII within the ambits of its 9th session of the Human Rights Council.

Focus and objectives
The aim of the panel is to raise awareness of the gravity of the problem of persons reported missing in connection with armed conflict, to highlight the human rights aspects/implications in and around the issue and to urge all relevant stakeholders to pay attention to this issue and continue to address the human rights consequences thereof. Panel will seek practical recommendations to address this issue, voice out the best practices.

Format
Ambassador Martin Ihoeghian Uhomoibhi, President of the Human Rights Council, will open the panel (5 minutes). 

Moderator

Luis Alfonso DE ALBA, Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Mexico

Kyung-wha Kang, Deputy High Commissioner of Human Rights will make opening statement (introductory remarks) – 5 minutes 

Panelists

       - Dr. Vefaeddin Ibayev, Judge of the Supreme Court of Azerbaijan - 7 minutes;

       - Mrs. Karine Minasyan, Director of the Human Rights Center for Prisoners of Wars    (POWs), Hostages and Missing in Action (MIA), Coordinator in Armenia International Working Group for PoWs, Hostages and MIA – 7 minutes;

       - Mrs. Cordula Droege, Legal Adviser, Legal Division of the International Committee of the Red Cross - 7 minutes;
       - Mr. Marco Sassoli, Professor, Geneva Academy on Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law - 7 minutes;
       - Mr. Michel Veuthey, Professor, Vice-President of the International Institute of Humanitarian Law - 7 minutes;
       - Ms. Kathryne Bomberger, Director-General of the International Commission on Missing Persons - 7 minutes

Interactive dialogue 

The panelists will be followed by delegates representing states from each regional group (3 minutes each). Interactive dialog will be divided into two slots of 60 minutes each (45 minutes for comments and questions from the floor, followed 15 minutes for comments and replies by panelists including concluding remarks).

Civil society representatives can take the floor.

Concluding remarks:

Concluding remarks by the Moderator and the President of the Human Rights Council (3 minutes)

Participation

The Permanent Missions, national human rights institutions, international organizations and non-governmental organizations are encouraged to participate and to make their contributions to the panel. 

The list of speakers will be opened on 22 September, at 15:00.

Outcome

According to Paragraph 11 of the HRC Resolution on “Missing persons”, High Commissioner of Human Rights will prepare a summary of the panel’s deliberations and the HRC will task the Advisory Committee, at the ninth session, with the preparation of a study on best practices in the matter.
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