
The 15th session of the Human Rights Council
Stand-alone interactive dialogue on assistance to Somalia in the field of human rights
Human Rights and Alliance of Civilizations Chamber (Room XX)
 Palais des Nations, Geneva
Date and Venue
29 September 2010, 10:00 – 13:00 hours, fifteenth session of the Human Rights Council.
Focus and objectives
In its decision 14/119 adopted by the Human Rights Council in June 2010 the Human Rights Council decided to “hold a stand-alone interactive dialogue with the participation of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, the independent expert on the situation of human rights in Somalia and the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Somalia”. The stand-alone interactive dialogue is to focus “on the status of technical cooperation, capacity-building programmes inside the country and effective measures to improve the human rights situation in Somalia and to enhance the effectiveness of United Nations support in the promotion and protection of human rights”.
The decision also provides for high-level officials of the Transitional Federal Government and a high-level representative of the African Union to take part in the interactive dialogue.  
As recalled in the Council decision, the annual interactive dialogue with the independent expert on the situation of human rights in Somalia is also scheduled to be held at the fifteenth session of the Council (28 September at 15:00).
Moderator
H.E. Ambassador Sihasak Phuangketkeow, President of the Human Rights Council
Panelists and speakers
· Navanethem Pillay, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights
· Shamsul Bari, Independent expert on the situation of human rights in Somalia
· Augustine P. Mahiga, Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General for Somalia
· Mark Bowden, UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator, UNDP Resident Representative and Designated Official for Somalia
· Ambassador Boubacar Gaoussou Diarra, Special Representative of the Chairperson of the African Union Commission for Somalia and Head of AMISOM
· Philippe Lazzarini, Deputy Director of the Coordination and Response Division, OCHA
High-level officials of the Transitional Federal Government and Heads of relevant UN agencies, funds and programmes have also been invited to take part in the interactive dialogue.
Format

The presentations of the panelists will be followed by an interactive discussion. This discussion will be divided into two slots of 45 minutes each, as follows: 30 minutes for comments and questions from the floor, followed by 15 minutes for comments and replies by panelists. Depending on the number of speakers inscribed, the moderator may readjust the speaking time appropriately in order to enhance the interactive nature of the discussion. 

The interactive discussion will be followed by concluding remarks by the moderator.
Modalities
The modalities of the panel are: 10 minutes for panelists, 5 minutes for invited participants, 
3 minutes for Member States and 2 minutes for observers, national human rights institutions, international and non-governmental organizations. 
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