Tunisian Republic Report 
on 
“States’ Commitment to enforce Family Protection and Families Contribution in the wellbeing of its Members in response to the Human Rights Resolution No. 29/22”
Preamble:

Family is the core of society and the focal pillar to shape civil behavior, positive citizenship spirit and provide the best environment for childhood, thus it is an integral part of the Tunisian Social policy since its independence.   
However, family faced many challenges related to unemployment, increasing poverty rate and prices, abundant upbringing approaches, emerging of new behaviors that affect family. These changes imply hard work to support families through mechanisms and programs, provided by governmental parties and associations working in the field. (General goals are set in 4 points)

Policies and Programs on Family Level
1. Legislative measures:
· The Code of Personal Status (CPS), aiming at the equality of men and women, as it abolishing polygamy, the guardian’s right to marry his dependents, and the right to divorce a spouse unless upon a court ruling (without prejudice to wife’s and children’s right to a monthly alimony payment, while disabled children are treated with special provisions to ensure proper life), and regulated legitimate inheritance rules. 
· It was amended on 1993, to abolish wife's obligation of obedience to her husband, while marriage should be constituted on the principles of understanding and respect. It gave women the right to give consent for dependents to travel; study or manage his/her financial matters. It asserts the importance of the mother’s consent for minors to marry. 
· The CPS stipulated the right to transfer wives’ patrimony and nationality to children to the same extent as husbands, even if she was married to a foreigner. Grandparents shall have the right to visit their grandchildren after divorce. It encouraged the residence provision to the benefit of mothers caring for children and harmonized the minimum marriage age to eighteen years for both sexes. (amended on 2 August 2004, to include banishing sexual harassment) (see Nationality Law and Employment Law, in addition to Special International Law journal issued in 1998)
· Tunisia has ratified all international conventions and agreements on the rights of women and children, reflecting its concern on mainstreaming the rights of women, children and old age members of the family in the society and further work on their development and wellbeing. 
· Upon the revolution (2010-2011), equality between men and women is addressed and highlighted in the constitution of the second republic (chapter 7 – The importance of state protection to family). In 2011, reservations issued by the Tunisian Government on the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women were withdrew by Decree no. 103 of 2011, and completed by 2014.

· However despite all efforts made by Governmental and non-governmental organization, and ratifying all international conventions; gap between reality and text is still substantial.

2.    On the Level of National Plans on Family Wellbeing:  
· The First National Framework on Family Wellbeing (1996-2001): 

· Marital relationships

· Child-rearing 
· Children’s Physical and psychological  Health

· Household Economy

· The Second National Framework on family Wellbeing (2002-2006): On national and cultural identity, culture of dialogue, citizenship, family wellbeing and family financial security.
· The XIth plan for Children Wellbeing (2002-2011).
3. On the Level of Accomplished Programs for Family Wellbeing:

a. The Social Aspect: 
Family wellbeing (“percentages included” providing families with clean water, electricity and home ownership); the Regional Development Program (mechanism to maintain governmental organizations on improving quality of life in rural and civil areas alike). 
Increase of indigent and low-income families’ loan (2015) from 190 Tunisian Dinar per quarter to 150 Tunisian Dinar per month, in addition to 10 Dinars for each school child. A mechanism was set in July 1993, to ensure alimony and divorce expenses are paid in full through a divorce fund.   

b. Special Segments of the Society:

National Framework for Protection and Social Engagement (Table on the activities of Protection and Social Engagement during 2013). 

Amendment of the National Plan for Disabled Students to move from the incorporation approach to School engagement. (In order to enforce just shift, several measures were taken).

c. The Health aspect:

Life expectancy index witnesses improvement in health rates in Tunis. (Including different rates from 1995-2012)
Efforts exerted on the level of family planning, female cancer, and health insurance. (Including different rates from 1995-2012)

d. Education and literacy aspect: (Including different rates and numbers from 2001-2014)
Table on illiteracy rate from the age of 10 years old and above based on gender.
e. Family Economic Empowerment Aspect:

“Active search for work”, or “Hope Award” to encourage unemployed youth to find work opportunities.

Ministry of Agriculture: Helping rural workers in transferring and pricing their crops.

Ministry of Women, Family and Children: intervention programs to help vulnerable and indigent families lead a better life. The Ministry also tailored a program to help women with special statuses (divorced, single mothers, migrated husband, widows …) to lead a better life through small enterprises and projects in 14 Governorates. 

(Note: Women percentage in the crafts arena is 70%. A table showing the percentages of production, female workers and comparing such to 2010)
f. Developing Family Members’ skills and preventing family disorganization:

- Guidance and family consulting: Ministry of Women, Family and Childhood established family consultation centers since 2014. (1 center in Tadamon District)

- Supporting and following-up mothers in the education of learning disorder children.
- Family education (workshops, forums, awareness programs, training programs). 
- Embracing immigrant families. 

Supporting Researches and comprehensive strategies to reinforce family capabilities and local societies to provide due care for old age family members
1. Legislative measures: (Personal Status Law, Chapter 34, 66 and 210 – Law no. 114 of 1994 – The Penal Code, Chapter 218, 219)

2. Seniors programs: 

a. Social programs (Financial aid for poor old age people, Social and health services, Foster families for old age people, Senior houses)
b. Programs for old age people social engagement and utilizing their skills (National index of skilled seniors and retired, Improving grandparents role in child-rearing) 
Addressing Family Disorganization and mitigating its effects
1. Main reasons for family disorganization in Tunisia (economic and social).
2. Intervention measures to address family disorganization reasons and mitigating its effects through:
a. Disseminate family culture based on dialogue and equality.

b. Develop family functions.

c. Strengthen Family ties and prevention of disorganization.
Researches and Studies on Family

Working on Poverty Reduction through helping families with low living standards, improving the ability disadvantaged family members to earn their living:
Tunisian constitution stated that “Family is the core of the society and the State has to protect such”, thus different plans and mechanisms to ensure the economic and social welfare for poor and disadvantage family, which include:

a. Social care of families.

b. Economic empowerment of families.

c. Employment (law no. 4 of 2012 issued in 22 June 2012)
 Sustaining National Agencies and Governmental Organizations concerned with implementing and following up Family Policies or Establishing such organizations, where needed

After independence, family issues and wellbeing was one of the most important issues in Tunisia, thus the CPS was stipulated along with other laws and programs, such as:

1966: National Family Planning Program

1973: National Bureau for Family and Population (reduction of population growth, protection of child and mother health)
1974: The Higher Council for Population was established.

1990: Researches, Studies, Documentation, and Media Center for Women.

1992: Woman and Family Affairs Bureau that turned into a ministry in 1999, then including Childhood affairs in 2002 and old age members of the family in 2004.

(Given the importance of family as an integral part of society, the report numerated the aims of the Tunisian plan for family)

Family Development Plan after year 2015
The Ministry is planning to set a Third National Plan for the Family Wellbeing 2016-2020, including: 

· Family and national legislations.

· Family and social and economic statuses.

· Family and education and culture.

· Family and health and environment issues.

· Family and information technology.

· Family and communication and networking.
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