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24 November 2016
Morning Session 
10:00 - 13:00 
Item 1. 10:00-10:45 Opening meeting 

Statement by the Vice-President of the Human Rights Council, Mr Ramon Alberto Morales Quijano
Statement by the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, Mr Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein
Statement by the Special Rapporteur on minority issues, Ms Rita Izsák-Ndiaye 
Remarks by the Chair of the Forum on Minority Issues, Dr Mario Yutzis
Item 2. 11:00 -13:00 Legal framework and key concepts
This session will provide an overview of existing provisions on international human rights law, international humanitarian law, refugee law and disaster law as well as humanitarian principles relevant to the respect, protection and fulfilment of the rights of minorities in situations of humanitarian crisis. Through the presentations and discussions, participants will seek to propose ways to bridge gaps between international standards and national legislation and its implementation. They will also discuss the role of legal and policy frameworks for increasing the accountability of international humanitarian actors towards affected populations, including minorities. 
 Presentations by:

· Prof. Geoff Gilbert, Professor of International Law, University of Essex 
· Dr Sandra Krähenmann, Research Fellow, Geneva Academy of International humanitarian law and human rights
· Ms Christine Knudsen, Director, The Sphere Project, Humanitarian Charter and Minimum Standards in Humanitarian Response 
· Dr Felipe González, Professor of International Law and former President of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights 

Discussions
Lunch Break 
Afternoon Session 
Item 3. 15:00--18:00: Respecting minority rights as a means of preventing or mitigating the impact of humanitarian crises
This session will identify and discuss key factors that lead to humanitarian crises — such as those resulting from conflicts, natural and man-made disasters and pandemics — having a disproportionate impact on minority groups. Participants will examine how that disproportionate impact on minority communities could be avoided or mitigated through thorough and participative planning and contingency plans. The session will also remind that minority rights protection and minority participation in public life can contribute to the prevention of conflict and should be fundamental components of early warning mechanisms. The session will consider ways to ensure that international, regional, national and local humanitarian actors systematically take into account the needs of minorities and other vulnerable groups in their planning, risk assessments and contingency plans. Participants will seek to identify effective strategies that will enable Governments and humanitarian actors to establish trusted channels of communication with communities at risk, including minority communities, before crises occur. Such communication is critical in order to collect accurate information and data about minority groups to develop plans, including contingency plans; and in order to ensure the meaningful participation of minorities in the development of such plans. This session will also reflect on the responsibility of all States with regard to reducing the phenomenon of statelessness, which often disproportionately affects minorities and increases their vulnerability during crises. 
Presentations by:

· Dr Volker Türk, Assistant High Commissioner for Protection, United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Refugees, UNHCR
· Dr Ojot Miru Ojulu, Former OHCHR Minority Fellow and Advocacy Officer at Lutheran World Federation 

· Ms Maria Luisa Silva, Director of Geneva Office, United Nations Programme for Development, UNDP 
· Ms Erlendy Cuero Bravo, Vice-president of the National Association of Displaced Afro-Colombians, AFRODES 
Discussion
25 November 2016
Morning Session 
Item 4. 10:00-13:00: Protecting minority rights during humanitarian crises
This session will seek to identify the needs of minorities, including the specific needs of minority women and children, during humanitarian crises and to assess the risk they run of suffering disproportionately from the impact of such crises. Participants will reflect on various factors that perpetuate the disproportionate impact of crises on minorities and discuss the need to develop more targeted strategies and increase aid and security investments to better meet the specific needs of minorities. Participants will discuss ways to ensure that minorities are not discriminated against in the delivery process of humanitarian assistance and will address the wide range of situations in which minorities can find themselves during a humanitarian crisis, including being forcefully displaced, trapped between conflict lines, dispersed or forced to flee to another state to seek international protection or to fulfil a life that is no longer sustainable in their fractured societies. 
Presentations by:

· Ms Michele Klein-Solomon, Director of the Migrants in Crisis Initiative (MICIC), International Migration Organisation (IOM) 
· Dr Chaloka Beyani, Professor of International Law, London School of Economics, and former UN Special Rapporteur on the human rights of Internally Displaced People
· Ms Laura Ronkainen, Field Support Manager, Joint Internally Displaced Persons Profiling Services (JIPS) 
-
Dr Farah Mihlar, Minority Rights Expert 
Discussion 

Lunch Break 
Afternoon Session 
Item 5. 15:00 – 17:45 Recovering from a crisis: ensuring durable solutions for minorities
This session will examine the challenges faced by minorities seeking to return to a situation of normality after a crisis has ended, for example when returning to their place of origin, when finding a new settlement after displacement, when seeking to relaunch local economic development and social services after protracted isolation, when reclaiming properties and goods after a crisis or when reskilling and seeking a new occupation in a new environment. Participants will reflect on how to prevent minorities from being socially and economically left behind at the recovery stage of crises. Participants will address the need to ensure that all members of minority groups, including those who suffer from multiple and intersecting forms of discrimination, including women, children, older persons, youth, people with disabilities and LGBTI persons, are actively engaged in consultations to determine their best possible options for return or to identify priority areas for post-crisis assistance.
 Presentations by:

-
Mr Andrew Wyllie, Director of Programme Support Branch, Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, OCHA  

- 
Ms Cecilia Jimenez-Damary, UN Special Rapporteur on human rights of Internally Displaced Persons
- 
Ms Erivan Mahdi, OHCHR Minority Fellow and Yazidi activist from Iraq
· His Eminence Dieudonné Cardinal Nzapalainga, Archbishop of Bangui and President of Caritas Central African Republic
Discussion 

Item 6. 17:45-18:00 Concluding remarks by the Chairperson of the Forum on Minority Issues and the Special Rapporteur on minority issues. 
Session Closes
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