. _ Baster communltym_Nam|b|a'~'-

o Namrbra is strII a young country wrth ! drverse populatron consrstrng of many Peoples who have a long hrstory ln
order to accommodate thls dlversn:y, Namlbla enacted many |nternat|onal Iaw standards and pract;ces and today is.’
' .one of the most mrnonty ahd human rlghts frlendly countrles |n Afrlca and the world For example the Tradlt|onal
Authontres Act of 2000 provrdes alI the Peoples in Namlbla a form a local and reglonal admlmstratlon over thelr
tradrtronal Iands wrthln the framework of Namrbra. ' '

E Howaver the Rehoboth Basters were the only People that were excluded from thls Act desplte the fact that the o e
» Supreme Court of Namrbla m 1993 ruled that the tradrtronal Ieadershrp of the communlty had surwved Namrblan - '
::jlndependence L SRR L e Ceon SR -

‘ ’_fThrs means that actrvmes of the tradl‘nonal leadershtp in favor of the communrty are not recognrzed or are even
if‘penahzed by the Namrbran government as we wrtness thrs year agaln W|th the court case agarnst Koptem John

ln order t6 tombat this injustice the Rehoboth Basters d1d not resort to mllrtary mean" but used the most honorable e
n thmg open 1o them and that |sr" hey rallled support among the commun:ty and went to court These court cases had ; L
3 the:r vrctorles and [osses The Rehoboth Basters were recognrzed by the courts of Namlbla as a tra_dahonal B -
""communlty but in the end were not glven tltle to thelr Iands Furthermore Iand ownershlp and dlstnbutlon that
"'vvould favor the Rehoboth Baster communrty and that was confrrmed by government through the Rukoro report is
‘.__constantly bemg delayed Sl L ' S

. 7 --tlons by the Namlblan government_show a lack of respect forthe Rehoboth Baster communlty whrch
L nonetheless strll cons1ders |tself to be a valuable and rndrspensable part of the Na' _ blan Ralnbow nat|on The ' . "
_:communlty has been in nonwolent d;alogue w:th the government of Namlbra srnce rts 'ndependence m 1990, -

: However, a proper dralogue can only exist rf both partres recogmze each other 5 human drgnrty Countnes need to R
B accommodate dlversrty when they mclude some groups lout at the same time exclude others If on the other hand |t '

i rncludes everyone then drversrty becomes a strength for any country and confhct and vrolence'can be mostly

prevented - : N R HERHANS : :

L 'tln conclusmn BRI s S e e e

— , Namlbla has one of the best Iegal systems for the protection ofmlnont\/ rlghts in the world but thls must also be R
B accompanred by the best lntentmns for it to be an example to the global commumty The Rehoboth Baster ‘-
o communlty therefore calls on the Namrbran government to flnd strength in dlversrty and lnclude the Rehoboth R
: Basters as full partners |n the Rambow natron and recognize them as tradrtronal authontres who can admmrsterthelr-’-" O
]and : : : : _ k _

_Thank you,

“ Jeroen Zandberg (jzandberg@unpo.orgl_



