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Madam Chair, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to give this report on the situation
of Kurdish people in Syria.

My name is Shadi haji. I am honored to be here today with my colleagues
from the Kurdish Centre for Studies and Legal consultancies, YASA. Our or-
ganization advocates the rights of the approximately three million Syrian
Kurds.

As you know, Syria is undergoing a bloody civil war between Assad’s re-
gime and its allied militias on one side and many other foreign and national
armed forces from the opposition, most properly backed by regional coun-
tries on the other side. This war has turned Syria into a safe haven for inter-
national terrorist forces, which in turn have complicated the crisis in Syria,
bringing any political and peaceful solution fo a standstiil.

Undoubtedly, minorities in Syria are the most vulnerable in this conflict, and
their existence has come under a serious threat, because they are exposed to
ethnic cleansing and genocide carried out by Islamist armed groups, while
the Syrian regime, which has always pretended of protecting minorities, has
kept silent and taken no action.

To protect themselves and their properties after the central government had
withdrawn from the most cities and towns in the Kurdish region in Syria,
Syrian Kurds have set up a joint self-administration, which also includes Ar-
abs, Assyrians, Chaldeans and Turkmen. In addition to its administrative
tasks in the region, which is also known as Western Kurdistan; the self-ad-
ministration is protecting citizens and their families and properties from the
military attacks.

The barbaric attacks perpetrated by the radical Islamic groups and by the ter-
rorist group ISIS against Syrian Kurds in the Kurdish region in Syria, espe-
cially in Kobane, are part of an ethnic cleansing against Syrian Kurds who
live in their ancestral homeland. Kurds in Syria have been subjected to mass
killings, and the kidnapped Kurdish women and girl have been brutally raped
and sold in slave markets. Kurdish Children and women have been beheaded
by ISIS in front of their families to spread terror and fear among locals in
places they aim to attack. As a result, hundreds of thousands of Syrian Kurds
have been forced to flee their home to Turkey and the Kurdistan region of
Iraq.
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In the light of these events, we urge the international community to take a
serious and responsible stance to call upon an immediate end for the system-
atic ethnic cleansing campaign against Kurdish people in the Kurdish region
and help Kurds protect their national identity. As well, we call upon the Se-
curity Council to bear its responsibility to protect Kurdish people by taking a
strong and decisive stand against these crimes, and by employing all neces-
sary measures.

Therefore, we demand:

The protection of the citizens of Western Kurdistan by creating an interna-
tionally-backed safe zone, like in other areas which experienced genocide
and ethnic cleansing in the last century.

The application of the 1948 Convention on the Prevention and Punish-
ment of the Crime of Genocide, which ensures that perpetrators do not en-
joy impunity of their gross crimes they commit, will guarantee the rights of
the Kurdish victims of ethnic cleansing and genocide.

The reconstruction of the war-affected areas in the Kurdish region

Facilitate the return of displaced persons and refugees to their homes by
imposing an internationally backed no-fly zone and a safe zone in Western
Kurdistan region.

Finally, we urge the United Nations to take and enforce effective measures to
prevent the ongoing genocide against Kurdish people, because the continu-
ous occurrence of genocide against Kurdish people means that the interna-
tional community has failed to fulfil its obligations and responsibilities to en-
sure the prevention and punishment of these horrible atrocities. Undoubtedly,
the responsibility for preventing genocide lies with a number of actors which
include regional and international organizations and civil society.
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