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FORUM ON MINORITIES ISSUES
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Statement by the Permanent Representat'ivre of Italy
HLE. Ambassador Maurizio Enrico Serra
Madame/Mister Chair,
| Italy very much welcomes the topic chosen for this year Forum. Indeed, just
‘one year ago, we stated that v1o]ence and discrimination agamst rehglous minorities
- was a major obstacle to the full 1mp1ementat10n of the UN Declara‘uon on the Rights
of Persons belonging to Minorities. | | | |
ENe are convinced that freedom of rehgmn affects the identity and the dlgmty
of the human being, while its protection is essential for a stable and peaceful world. Jt
is enc'ouraging to- ob'sefve that the iﬁternatiohal cof_nmuﬁity is b_eComing more and
more aware of the importance of this -issue'. As an eVidence,'wé déerﬁ it interesting to
highlight that duﬁngthe second cycle of the UPR - whereas 65 countries has been
scrutinized so far - 68 recommendations have been devoted to freedom of religious of
persons beldnging fo minorities. A significant mimber when compared with the 85
r@rcoﬁimendations dedicated to the Same topic throughout the whole ﬁ_rst cycie. |
Régrettably; iegal restrictions on religion have escalated during the last few
‘years in each of the five major regions of the world. Italy is deéply concerned about
such a negative Wor_ldWide trend. As to the last developments, we strongly encourage
thé countries in tra’nsiti.on towards democraéy to lead their conétitufional reform
process i full comphance with-the mtematlonal standards on freedom of rehgmn of
* persons belonging to minorities. | '
States do bear primary responmbﬂﬂy for settmg up a national Iegal ﬁamework_ ,
in comphance Wlth mternational human rlghts law and standards%owever we
believe that international and regional coeperaﬁon is of paramount importance in this

-

AConsmtenﬂy, Italy, buﬂdmg on prevmus initiatives, has fmanced a pmJect within



the International Development Law Organization, whose goals are: first, to car:ry out
empirical research and analysis of Governments’ restrictions on the practice of

religions; -second, to build an on-line legal glob-al database of existing national 1ega1

frameworks on freedom of religion or belief. Afterward, IDLO, in cooperation with

the UN Speciai Adviser on the Prevention of Genocide, will invite governments and
other stakeholdefs to examine the outcome of this research; in order to identify good

practices and challenges and highlight areas for possible technical assistance,

including on the aspects concerning persons belonging to minorities.
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