Minority Rights Group (MRG) and Unrepresented Nations and Peoples’ Organisation (UNPO) invite you to a panel discussion on
"Violence against minority women and their access to justice"

Wednesday 30 November, 13:00 – 14:30

13:00 – 13:15 Sandwiches and coffee/tea/cold drinks

13:15 – 13:45 Panel presentations

13:45 – 14:30 Open discussion

Room XXVII
Violence against minority women, obstacles to gaining access to justice and minority women's strategies for both combating the violence as well as gaining justice.

Violence continues to be a serious threat for women across the globe. Minority women may be targeted for violence due to their status as members of a minority group, as well as their gender. In the home, in society at large and particularly in situations of organized armed violence, minority women are often at greater risk, and face unique challenges in countering violence against them. The vulnerability of minority women to violence is closely connected to their access to justice, or lack thereof. In what ways is access to justice connected to violence against minority women, and what obstacles do minority women face in gaining protection, justice and empowerment? What are the unique challenges facing minority women in confronting violence, and how are different groups finding ways to confront these challenges?

Moderator:

Ms. Jolly Kemigabo
Africa Regional Manager, Minority Rights Group

Panelists:

Ms. Thilagam Ramalingam
Evidence, Tamil Nadu, India
Speaking about her work with Evidence, an NGO that focuses on monitoring Dalit rights and promoting social justice in Tamil Nadu. 

Ms. Monireh Sulemani

West Balochistan, Iran

Violence against minority women in Iran and the political and legal obstacles preventing their access to justice

Ms. Rebiya Kadeer

World Uyghur Congress

Focusing on violence against Uyghur women, including forced labor transfer into slave-like labor conditions, forced abortion, prison sentences for Uyghur women and the role of women in calling for justice after the Urumqi unrest of 5 July 2009. 

Ms. Pheona Namuyaba

Community Development Resource Network (CDRN)
Working with indigenous peoples and minority communities in Uganda (The IK, Benet, Batwa, Basongora, among others). 

