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Bangladesh is a small and poor country but very densely populated in the world. It is situated in south-east Asia. There are about 150 million peoples in Bangladesh. There are different types of minorities in Bangladesh including Ethnic minorities, Religious minorities and Linguistic minorities. The ethnic minorities are known as indigenous peoples. They are also known as ‘Upzati’ in Government documents. The ethnic community do not like the term ‘Upzati’. They like to introduce themselves as Adivasi or Indigenous Peoples. Media, Civil society and NGOs use the term indigenous peoples in documents. Most of the people in Bangladesh are Muslim. Hindus, Christians and Buddhists are religious minorities in Bangladesh. There are 45 indigenous communities in Bangladesh who are ethnic minorities also. About 3 million are indigenous peoples including hill and plain land area. In Bangladesh the loss of land among minority communities is a serious and unbearable problem. Using the Vested Property Act 1971, the mainstream people have been grabbing the land of minorities. They have been evicted from their ancestral land. Land is life. We cannot think anything without land. Indigenous peoples without the land and forest is like a Zebra without stripes.  Indigenous peoples have lived on their traditional land from time immemorial. They have traditional land rights but not recognized in country. They couldn’t make documents for land. Because they think of land as their mother. Documents are not needed for saving mother.  But now a day mainstream peoples, Industrialists, and land grabbers are occupying these lands forcibly without concern of indigenous peoples and rehabilitation. Minorities are being evicted rapidly from customary land and homestead by culprits. For this reason a serious problem has been created for the sustainable livelihoods of indigenous peoples.  

Minority peoples are facing serious land grabbing problems, false documents, insecurity of property and land, human rights commission not effective, customary land rights not recognized eviction from homestead. Their territory has been grabbed in the name of development without their consent and they aren’t given other land in recompense. There is no policy to participate in important meetings related to minority rights at a local and national level. In spite of 5% quotas for Indigenous peoples in Government service, this is not followed accordingly. There is a land related law for indigenous peoples named State Acquisition and Bengal Tenancy Act-1950 article-97. In which an approval is needed for purchase land for non indigenous peoples. This law is not followed accurately. Mainstream peoples make traps for minorities so that they put themselves in traps. Firstly they borrow money with high interest. If they cannot recover this money with interest, their property is seized illegally. There is no ministry for minorities where they can complain and demand and seek justice against human rights violations. Minorities do not get justice at a local and national level. They don’t have enough money to take cases to court.  

Now the indigenous peoples have become a minority in their own homeland. For centuries, the indigenous peoples in Bangladesh have been facing the severe effects of government policies like land grabbing, forceful migration and human rights violation. Hundreds of Barman and Koach villages have completely disappeared. Land was the source of life and livelihood for them. But lands were taken by outsiders from the indigenous peoples. After the loss of land, many of these indigenous peoples migrated to towns and cities for jobs. Thus, indigenous peoples have become the most marginalized and vulnerable group in the country.

Recommendations
To pressure the government to adopt favorable laws those recognizes the rights of minorities

To build national and international campaign groups to advocate for the rights of minorities

To provide educational support for Indigenous Peoples

To support advocacy work with minorities in local communities

To support the indigenous peoples for development their organization at grassroots, national and international level.

To implement regarding local law (CHT accord-1997, SAT-1950) ILO convention-107 and ratify ILO convention 167 and UNDRIP 
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