Evropeon Cg,nﬂ-v-e For_ Sa Lotn‘rCC\m Comm'.iﬂ-e&

Bismillahirrahmanirraheem.

| Thankyou very ntuch'lvlr Chair,

Ladles and gentleman Dlstlngwsh panellst all protocol observed and' |

. The Chair.

. In: Sri Lanka Muslims are, one ofthe mlnorlties and have been part
and part]al of the history of Srl Lanka over 1000 years '

The mlnorlty commumties in Sri Lanka undergo cruel ethnlcal
' dlscrlmmatlons |n almost every walk of life in Sri Lanka, mcludlng in -
_thelr mam economlcal source. |

: The Secretariat fdr Muslims (SFM) a I\/Iuslim'civil Society'Organisati’on . ‘:
documented more than 500 mmdents against the I\/Iusllms from 2013

to 2015

Sin'ce the daw'n”of A'pr'i] 16th' there ha\)e been at [east arodnd 30
mcndents of V|olence or attempted wolence hate, |nt|mldat|on and
threats to Musllms their places of religious Worshlp and Speually,
I\/Iusllm owned Bus:ness establishments These renewed threats are

L from many extremists groups




) would like to brmg to the hght that a serrous of vrolence was being
commrtted against the Muslims in the Southern part of Sri Lanka, In
Gall District place called GHINTOTA followmg a road accident. A
.small issue over aminor road accrdent has been orchestrated to

'develop into a full- scale violence on the 17th November evenrng
causmg extensive and |rreparab|e damage to the propert|es of the
, mnocent Musllms and even m;urlng some mdrvrduals |

The extremlst mob wrth more than 300 members Who came from _

| '_drfferent parts of southern region with the help of social medla had

gathered i in aplace as they planned Then they entered lnto

| | Ghlntota |Vlus||m area group by group In man\/ Vehlcles by blockadlng_ | |
the roads and other means of accesses to the area and started their -

attack savagely in the mght at around 9.30 pm by damaglng and .

: 'burnmg W|th flre the houses, shops and other belongrngs of Muslims.
) The unarmed Musllms who had never expected that brutal attacks _
- of the extremlsts | | ’

1

‘ Accordmg to the official mformatron more than Slxty (60) Houses,

Twenty Six (26) Shops, Twelve (12) Vehicles and Two (2) I\/losques S

have been damaged by this brutal attacks Most of the houses
among these have been damaged very badly whlle some of the

_vehrcles have been burned completely As the securrty forces were |

~too late to reach the fleld It was much convenlent for the extremlsts
-to act as'they had planned. - '



- The security forces who rushed to the fleld did not react honestly |
and a blas favor to the rac:st mobs was obvious’ on their moves.

“The attacks cont:nuoued for three hours, the mobs also statloned -

themselves |n dlfferent places, awaiting opportunltles to attack
) further A curfew was 1mp|emented Wrth 1mmed|ate effect

: Although the anti I\/Iusllm wolence has got the centre stage at this -

time, varlous incidents of V|olence and |nt[m|datlon also took pIace |
agamst Chrjstlan places of worshlp across the country.’

In this background We urge the forum to glve thelr fuIlest suppot to

- promote and protect the rlghts of mmorlty in Sri Lanka

As | WlSh you all uItlmate peace and harmony and would like to
- express my smcere thanks for your personal and coIIectlve _' '
contrlbutlons and presence | |

May Alm|ghty God bless you aII

IThank you |




