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Promoting Credible mmmnmczm m_a
bm.:oo_ﬁm:n m¢<mam=nm in Africa

,,._,ch_:nm_ studies n_m30=m=mﬁm that _oqotoz_osm_
representation (PR) has mm:mqm_:\ qmm::mn in good
representation of 3.:03_3 However:

e In southern Africa, ‘electoral m<mﬁm3 m:m_smmzsm Was m_Bmo_
at establishing a democratic dispensation while providing dﬁoﬁ
“meaningful minority representation and participation ‘

e Closed list PR (in South Africa and Namibia) where _om_.J\.
leaders are committed to include minorities in good
numbers and good place on party list (ANC in South Africa

¢ Open list PR systems do not have the same effect where
‘voters tend to choose representatives from their own group.
In the DRC the OLPR further affects minority ﬂm_cﬁmmm:ﬁmzous
because the country subdivided in numerous electoral
constituencies
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Promoting Credible Etections m_,n_
omaaoﬂmcn me<m5m=om in Emnm

| 350::3 are mmomqm_o:_nm__«\ Q_mcmama :mm _338<mg
“minorities in SA and Namibia. However, some tribal
minorities in Uoﬁ: SA and Zm3 are still under- Bvﬁmmms.ﬁmo_

« Despite the use of a closed list PR, several other provisions

in Mozambique affect minority ﬁmcﬂmmmsﬁmdo: These
provisions include:

e An electoral threshold of mx of the total national vote
Cmmo_ until 2004 |

e Excessive mQB_:_m:mﬁZm ﬂmo_c:mBmZm making the

:OBszo:O*B_JOﬂ_?\nmsq_Qmﬁmmo__m._nc_ﬁm:o_ cso_o_:m
the benefit of removing the 5% threshold |

‘» Prohibition of political parties to identify with a _omz_nc_mq

religion, ethnic group. or race, forcing parties to use
ineffective ntUm_ms mU_OSmnrmm




Promoting Credible Etections an n
Om_:ooqm:n nc<m3m=am in Eznm

o m:gm mc_o_oon 9n %m nﬂcno:_osm_ nature of the
~ electoral m<m.ﬁm3 by the main _oo__:nm_ cmz_mm in ﬁ:m
“country (South Africa and Namibia)

o ‘ mosm:ﬁc:o:m_z m::msn:ma n_mCmmm E,_Omm
‘pertaining to issues of mn_cm_;é which require 308
than an absolute 320:5\ ( South Africa) g

e Specially m_oco_sﬁma MPs (Namibia) to correct mOBm
imbalances, including ethnic c:o_mﬁ ﬁmnqmmmsﬁmﬁ_os
AZmB__o_mv B




1:55”5@ mﬂma_zm Elections m:n
Omaooﬂmzn mo<m3m=nm in Africa

- _= nosn_:m_os m_mnﬁoqm_ m<mﬁm3m mqm :oﬁ _:mﬁ m_mnﬁoqm_
- formulas and do not work in vacuum. Their impact mso_
 effectiveness o_m_omsgm on several *mnﬁo_.m |

e Types of minority (geographical o__mq__oc:os immEm:S:o:
~ Versus unity)

e Party regulation and mssn_cmﬁma OC.ﬂnOBm its function of
aggregation, articulation or blocking (+ .no_BU_:m:o:v o

e Centralisation of power in the presidency may make
control the only prize in a zero-sum political game

e Quality of election Bm:mmmBmsﬁ
| e Strength of parliament (e.g. <<m.m_A Um_\__mBm:s
K xo_m of party leaders




