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I.
Introduction

A.
Mandate
1.
In its resolutions 9/2, 12/9 and 15/13, the Council requested the Advisory Committee to prepare inputs to contribute to the elaboration by the independent expert on human rights and international solidarity of a draft declaration on the rights of peoples and individuals to intentional solidarity, and to the further development of guidelines, standards, norms and principles with a view to promoting and protecting this right. Accordingly, the Committee, at its 5th and 6th sessions, established a drafting group consisting of Chen Shiqiu, Chung Chinsung, Miguel d'Escoto Brockmann, Latif Huseynov, Dheerujlall Seetulsingh, and Halima Embarek Warzazi. As agreed in the 7th session of the Committee, I hereby submit to the 8th session of the Committee a revised draft paper for consideration.


B.
Definition and scope
2.
Right to solidarity is a human right by virtue of which every human person and all peoples are entitled to equally enjoy the benefit from a harmonious international society with just and fair international political and economic order in which all human rights and fundamental freedoms can be fully realized in a spirit of international solidarity and harmony.

3.
International solidarity is not limited to international assistance and cooperation, aid, charity or humanitarian assistance. It is a broader concept and principle that includes sustainability in international relations, especially international economic relations, the peaceful coexistence of all members of the international community, equal partnerships and the equitable sharing of benefits and burdens.

4.
Promotion of international solidarity is a common duty for all peoples and States.


II.
Legal framework
5.
Both international law and international human rights law uphold international solidarity:

(a)
Purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations
The concept of solidarity defined the core purpose of the United Nations since its birth which drew the peoples and nations of the world together to promote peace, human rights and social and economic development. It is in the spirit of solidarity, unity and harmony that the Organization is determined "To achieve international co-operation in solving international problems of an economic, social, cultural or humanitarian character, and in promoting and encouraging respect for human rights and for fundamental freedoms for all ...(Art. 1–3.)".
(b)
Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action

The fundamental value of solidarity is explicitly expressed in it preamble:

"Considering the major changes taking place on the international scene and the aspirations of all the peoples for an international order based on the principle enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations, including promoting and encouraging respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms for all and respect for the principle of equal rights and self-determination of peoples, peace, democracy, justice, equality, rule of law, pluralism, development, better standards of living and solidarity."
"Determined to take new steps forward in the commitment of the international community with a view to achieving substantial progress in human rights rendezvous by an increased and sustained effort of international cooperation and solidarity."

(c)
Millennium Declaration
It reaffirms certain fundamental values and principles essential to international relations in 21st century which include:

A collective responsibility to uphold the principles of human dignity, equality and equity at the global level; and the principle of international solidarity which states that "Global challenges must be managed in a way that distributes the costs and burdens fairly in accordance with basic principles of equity and social justice. Those who suffer or who benefit least deserve help from those who benefit most."

(d)
International Human Solidarity Day (December 20th) proclaimed by General Assembly resolution 60/209 for the promotion of the culture of solidarity and the spirit of sharing

III.
Values and importance of this right
6.
Solidarity stems from the shared value of all human-beings by expressing mutual concern for the well-being of others.

7.
Solidarity is a conscientious response to the suffering of others. The goal is not just to alleviate the suffering, but to remove the obstacles or burdens that exclude others from participating and enjoying the fundamental rights to which all human-beings are entitled.

8.
Solidarity among Governments and peoples has pivotal importance for the realization of the goals of the United Nations, particularly the millennium development goals.
9.
The principle of international solidarity is indispensable in meeting the common challenges of the humankind in the contemporary world.

10.
In view of the characteristic of interdependence of the current world, there is the necessity of establishing new, equitable and global links of partnership and intra-generational solidarity for the perpetuation of humankind.

11.
In an era of globalization, circumstances are often beyond the control of individual states, collective efforts and international solidarity are the precondition to solve the common problems of the mankind such as:

· maintenance of sustained international peace;

· response to regional conflicts; 
· realization of sustainable development;

· combating international terrorism and extremists;

· poverty eradication;

· protecting common environment and combating natural disaster;

· response to global economic and financial crisis;

· combating HIV/AIDS and other serious diseases;

· remedy to international emergencies.


IV.
Relationship with other human rights
12.
It is complimentary and mutually reinforcing with other human rights particularly with civil and political rights, economic, social and cultural rights, right to self-determination, right to peace, right to development and permanent sovereignty over natural resources.


V.
Promotion and realization of the right to solidarity
13.
For this purpose, various measures and actions should be taken. These include:

 (a)
Adhering to the importance of solidarity with political will and commitment by all states and peoples;

 (b)
Complete fulfilment of the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations in a true spirit of solidarity and harmony;

 (c)
Abiding by the principles of justice, equity, peaceful co-existence, non-interference, self-determination, mutual respect, mutual trust and human solidarity in international relations;

 (d)
Upholding the principle of human solidarity with victims of violation of international law, including violation of international human rights law and international humanitarian law, as well as with humanity at large;

(e)
Taking solidarity as a central pillar of international cooperation with respect to international assistance, official development aid and other international cooperation accords in the present-day circumstances of globalization and growing interdependence;

(f)
Responding to global threats with global solidarity to ensure sustainable economic development and social progress as well as increased international cooperation in environment protection and disaster relief;

 (g)
Fulfilling truly the obligations and commitment for the realization of the Millennium Development Goals;

 (h)
Strengthening support to United Nations activities in promoting solidarity including Contributing to World Solidarity Fund.
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