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Twenty-sixth session of the Human Rights Council Advisory Committee

16 to 20 August 2021

Statement by Sri Lanka

Mr. Chair,

Sri Lanka takes the floor under section 02 (a) (II) of the agenda titled “Promotion of a Democratic and Equitable International Order”, a subject that remains paramount in the mandate of the Advisory Committee since the adoption of HRC resolution 2/8 in 2008 and successive resolutions thereafter.
One key component of a democratic and equitable international order that has been recognized by the Human Rights Council in all these resolutions, and most recently by operative paragraph 6(g) of resolution 42/8 of 4th October 2019 is the “promotion and consolidation of transparent, democratic, just and accountable international institutions… in particular through the implementation of the principle of full and equal participation.”

Towards this end we strongly support the principle of equitable geographical distribution in the staff of the OHCHR as also reiterated in UNHRC resolution A/HRC/RES/42/1. Expeditious steps are also required to guarantee equitable representation of all States and regions in the staff of this institution, including gender balance.

We are also concerned by the prevalence of “voluntary funding’ in the work of the OHCHR. Sri Lanka, considers it important that institutions and mechanisms of the UN human rights system, such as the OHCHR should be funded through the general budget of the United Nations and not through voluntary contributions as such funding could be exploited by interested parties. 
Effective multilateralism calls for the promotion of a democratic and equitable international order including through the mandates and methods of work of international bodies such as the Human Rights Council and the OHCHR.

As an independent body of experts, the Advisory Committee needs to advocate a conducive environment for the OHCHR to be democratic and equitable, and to uphold the principles of impartiality and non- selectivity as stipulated in the GA resolution 60/ 251 and the IB package.
Thank you.
