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Republic of Namibia

CONCEPT NOTE FOR THE PRELIMINARY STUDY ON RURAL WOMEN AND THE RIGHT TO FOOD (HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL RESOLUTION 19/7 “THE RIGHT TO FOOD” OF 22 MARCH 2012)
Comments are made under the following subjects of the concept note:

I.  Introduction

Last paragraph of the introduction should include other factors such as climate change, economic crises, conflicts, economic sanctions that member states have no control over, however, they affect rural women.

II. The international legal framework applicable to rural women
On No. 7: it is thought that Parlemo convention and ILO’s conventions with a bearing on rural women should also become part of the instruments to be discussed in the study.

III. Patterns of discrimination of rural women

The study should indicate at which levels discrimination is happening, whether it is influenced by laws, policies of governments or by society’s tradition/culture and strategies to eliminate such discriminations.
IV. Strategies and policies for the legal protection of rural women
Continental and sub-regional efforts or legal instruments which address issue from specific contexts should also be considered under strategies and policies with national legal instruments.

V. Best practices

Under best practices, the study should highlight cultural practices patterns that enhance food accessibility, availability, affordability, protect women (single/women headed households) some of which died out due to emerging socio-economic issues. It is more important to look at possible programs that transform these conventions, protocols and other regulatory frameworks into a reality. This can be best learning curve from one country to another.

The study in its best practices member states should consider the following:
· Develop a package of information for rural women 

· Family planning programmes in schools at rural area

· Lack of internet facilities in rural areas

· Regulation of a rural life by traditions and stereotypes, instead by policies

· Inadequate infrastructure especially in the areas of care and welfare.
