Human Rights in post-disaster and post-conflict situations 




QUESTIONNAIRE




as part of the consultations undertaken by the Human Rights Council Advisory Committee with members of the Civil Society with a view to preparing a research-based report on best practices and main challenges in the promotion and protection of human rights in post-disaster and post-conflict situations, pursuant to Council resolution 22/16.


Background:
Recognizing the need for a human rights-based approach to the delivery of humanitarian assistance and taking note of the Advisory Committee’s research proposal submitted to the Human Rights Council, the Council, in its resolution 22/16, mandated the Advisory Committee to prepare a research-based report on best practices and main challenges in the promotion and protection of human rights in post-disaster and post-conflict situations, to foster the capacity of States in such efforts and which would have to be presented on the Council’s twenty-eighth session (March 2015). 
It is therefore in this context that the Advisory Committee decided, at its eleventh session held in August 2013, to appoint a drafting group in charge of the preparation of this report. The drafting group will present a progress report at the twelfth session of the Committee in February 2014, before its submission to the twenty-sixth session of the Council (June 2014). The resolution also requests the Committee, in its preparation of the report, to seek views and inputs from different stakeholders, such as Member States, international and regional organizations working in post-disaster and post-conflict situations and civil society representatives. The drafting group therefore elaborated the hereunder questionnaire for members of the Civil Society.  
Part I: General
1. Has your country faced a situation of disaster or conflict? If yes, please indicate below which one or both and kindly proceed to answer the following questions.
▢    Disaster    
▢    Conflict
Part II: Post-disaster situations
The International Dalit Solidarity Network (IDSN) works on a global level to eliminate caste discrimination. We have recently published a report on caste discrimination in humanitarian response, based on research carried out by National Dalit Watch in India in connection with a number of natural disasters in South Asia during the past decade. You can download the report by clicking on this link: www.idsn.org/equalityinaid.

The report 'Equality in aid’ is extremely relevant to this questionnaire, as it shows that the human rights of Dalits (formerly known as ‘untouchables’) are routinely violated in post-disaster situations. It also presents numerous recommendations for humanitarian actors on how to ensure that Dalits and similar groups are not excluded from disaster prevention and response.
These recommendations range from matters of principle, such as recognising the illegality of caste discrimination, to practical advice on how to be aware of caste discrimination when preparing for and responding to disasters. They also stress the importance of policies and legislation that specifically address the problems of marginalised groups, including Dalits.
We shall be happy to provide you with hard copies of the report which has already been sent to a number of UN agencies.
More information about IDSN can be found here: www.idsn.org
1. What is the role of your organization in attending to disasters?  Does it have operational guidelines relating to a human rights-based approach?
2. Do you have a specialized mechanism to monitor human rights protection and promotion during disasters? 
3. Are you involved in capacity-building of Government officials on a human rights-based approach to relief, recovery, reconstruction and rehabilitation after a disaster? 
4. Have you noticed any discrimination or neglect in provision of services, relief, etc? Are there protections/standards in place by the Government to ensure non-discrimination and the respect of the humanitarian principles of neutrality, independence, impartiality and humanity in the provision of services, relief, etc.?
5. What are the biggest challenges you notice that the Government faces in post-disaster situations?
6. What are the biggest challenges that your organization faces in post-disaster situations?
