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1. How is local government organized in your country? Please describe the existing legal framework for the organization, functioning, competences and financial resources of local government in your country. It is not in competences of the People’s Advocate. 
2. Is local government in your country required by legislation to promote and protect human rights? Please describe how local government in your country is involved in the implementation of human rights obligations.  It is not in competences of the People’s Advocate. 
3. Is there any cooperation between local government and the central government in your country regarding the implementation of human rights at local level? If yes, please describe the existing cooperation framework. It is not in competences of the People’s Advocate. 
4. Do you have human rights protection mechanisms at the local level in your country (e.g. ombudspersons, human rights commissions, mediators, etc.)?

In order to ensure the access of all citizens to their rights, their exercise and to prevent all forms of infringement by local administration authorities, supporting the constitutional principles underlying the rule of law, the Ombudsman institution has expanded its territorial activity by establishing since 2003 of 14 regional offices: Alba Iulia, Bacău, Braşov, Cluj, Constanţa, Craiova, Galaţi Iaşi, Oradea, Piteşti, Ploieşti, Suceava, Târgu Mures, Timişoara.

5. What initiatives have been taken to include human rights mainstreaming in local administration and public services? It is not in competences of the People’s Advocate. 
6. What is the role of civil society in the planning and implementation of activities for the protection and promotion of human rights at local level in your country? It is not in competences of the People’s Advocate. 
7. What is the role and programme of your organization for promotion and protection of human rights at local level or in enhancing local governance for human rights? 

The People’s Advocate, the constitutional name under which the classic western European ombudsman is organized and operates in Romania, has imposed itself as a dimension for the constitutional democracy with the role to protect the rights and freedoms of natural entities in their report with the authorities of the public administration. The People’s Advocate operates either ex-officio, or at the request of individuals whose rights and freedoms have been breached, within boundaries established by the law. The Constitution compels the public authorities to provide the People’s Advocate with the support necessary for exercising his attributions.

8. What are the main challenges faced by local government in your country in the promotion and protection of human rights? It is not in competences of the People’s Advocate. 
9. Please provide any best practices with regard to the above-mentioned issues.

Notify in writing the public administration authority. 

Inquiries:  may request from the public administration authorities any information or documents necessary to the inquiry, or may hear and take depositions form the chief-officials of the public administration authorities or from any civil servant who may provide useful information for the resolution of the petition. 

Recommendations. Through his recommendations, the People’s Advocate notifies the public administration authorities about the illegality of administrative acts or facts.

In case the People’s Advocate finds that the resolution of the petition lodged with him is under judicial authority jurisdiction, he may notify, as the case may be, the Minister of Justice, the Superior Council of Magistracy, the Public Ministry or the president of the court of law, who shall inform him on the measures that have been taken.  

If, during the course of his inquires, the People’s Advocate finds gaps in legislation or serious cases of corruption or violations of the country’s laws, he will submit a report on his findings to the presidents of the two Chambers of the Parliament or, as the case may be, to the Prime Minister. 

The annual reports of the People’s Advocate may contain recommendations regarding the amendment of legislation or measures of other nature for the protection of the citizens’ rights and freedoms.
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