City of Graz / Austria

Local government and human rights

QUESTIONNAIRE

1. Please provide background information on the reasons and circumstances which led your city to take steps towards the implementation/mainstreaming of human rights.

2. What measures (normative, institutional, policies, projects, etc.) have been undertaken at the city level for the implementation/mainstreaming of human rights?

3. Please describe the main challenges faced by the city authorities to implement/mainstream human rights.
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With its 300,000 inhabitants, Graz is no metropolis; however, since people from 152 nations live in Graz, we dare call it a “small cosmopolitan city”. 

We live in times of great challenges. The financial crisis has shaken our confidence in politics and the economy and put many employees into difficult personal situations. In times of insecurity, populist theses experience a boom. Ignorance, superficiality and the constant search for concepts of enemies are features immanent in stirrers; however, they do not stop at those who publish their opinions, i.e. journalists, either. The passing on and unreflected reproduction of judgments and prejudices against various social groups as well as stereotypical prejudgments against people with regard to their religion and ethnicity must not be left undisputed. Politicians and journalists around the world are called upon to not sweep anything under the carpet and at the same time to not deviate by a single millimeter from the basic rights of all people as written down in the Declaration of Human Rights.

The internationally most highly regarded Austrian psychiatrist and founder of logotherapy and survivor of the Holocaust, Viktor Frankl, said in one of his great speeches in front of several tens of thousands of people in Vienna: “There are only two races of men in this world –– the decent ones and the indecent ones. The rift they create penetrates into all classes of society, populations and nations.
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Graz networks in human rights education:

Graz is active in some of the European city networks ranging from 

ECCAR (European City Coalition Against Racism),

the Cultural City Network up to 

CIVITAS, which concerns town development and sustainability.

Since 2001 Graz is the first UNO City of human rights in Europe. Worldwide we are among approximately two dozen UNO Cities of human rights. 

To date Graz has conducted different activities and programs, which realise the project human rights city.

Graz is like, Nuremberg, Barcelona, Liege, St. Petersburg, Madrid, Potsdam, Karlsruhe, Botkyrka, and Bologna a member of the executive committee of the European City Coalition Against Racism (ECCaR). 

Graz is a member of the “Forum der Europapreisträgerstädte”, of the cities coalition „Cities for Children “, the Cultural City Network and Graz was Cultural Capital of Europe in 2003. 

The Mayor Siegfried Nagl is also deputy Chairman of the Austrian City Associations. 

In November 2009 Graz in co-operation with Caritas Styria invited partner-towns to exchange successful methods of integration for immigrants thus the topic of twin cities gets a new dimension. 

Participating cities such as Maribor, Ljubljana, Pecs, Timisoara or Kosice, Trieste and Darmstadt are also seeking solutions for the integration of ethnic groups, specifically the Roma. 

From the political discussion it was clear that we would all work together in our search for a positive solution.

Public relation and Culture was identified as a possible important intermediary unction. 

Creativity and new viewpoints are surely the necessary lever in the question of acceptance to make the integration of minorities into European societies, necessary steps forward. 

If the people’s viewpoint change, solutions are possible. 

These changes of consciousness can only be realised, when the cities public relation and their outreach work, on the topic of antiracism and integration is one step ahead of populist medias or politicians, who identify other groups in their campaigns only as enemies.

These campaigns against human beings, mostly organised by parties of the far right sector, damage more and more the cohesion auf the cities society.

The rising of aggressive hate against the roman minority and the development of islamophobia are certainly the most urgent problems we have to solve in our cities.

The question is: how to reach all parts of the cities population.

Especially in the field of antiracism work we usually reach people who are political interested and rather tolerant.

It is important to support them in their attitudes but we need to reach, inform and convince much more of the citizens.

So we organized campaigns against racism and antidiscrimination.

One was in a project together with Berlin, Madrid and Vaxjö. More information you find under

http://www.eccar.info/sites/default/files/good-practice_ansaetze_wege_ihrer_stadt_rassismus_zu_bekaempfen.pdf
The second project was “Zeig dein Gesicht gegen Diskriminierung”

http://www.antidiskriminierungsstelle.steiermark.at/cms/beitrag/11865773/99341340
It was organised by the Antidikriminierungsstelle Graz (office against discrimination)

Partner in this field of engagement for human rights and against discrimination are:

The official advisory panels for human rights and for interreligious dialog in the city of Graz.

The “Grazer Friedensbüro” (peace office Graz) as part of the city administration work for more of 20 years on conflict research and on the mediation of neighborhood conflicts.

And the integration office in our administration, which work together with a lot of NGO’s for more tolerance and against racism.

Especially ARGE Jugend gegen Gewalt und Rassismus (www.argejugend.at) and Caritas Steiermark (www.caritas-steiermark.at) are partner of many projects which you can find in the internet.

ARGE Jugend gegen Gewalt und Rassismus: “Wir sind Graz”,

http://www.argejugend.at/projekte/wir-sind-graz/
Caritas Steiermark 

“SIQ – Sport, Integration, Qualifikation” and “Lerncafe”

http://www.caritas-steiermark.at/hilfe-einrichtungen/interkultur-sport/siq-sport-integration-qualifikation/
and Lerncafe

http://www.caritas-steiermark.at/hilfe-einrichtungen/fuer-migrantinnen/integration/lerncafes/
The scientific support for these issues comes from the ETC, the European trainings centre for human rights (www.etc-graz.at), which also organize two important projects:

“Wahlkampfmonitoring”, 

http://www.etc-graz.at/typo3/index.php?id=1112
and “Kenne Deine Rechte”,

http://kennedeinerechte.at/
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A great number of tasks is assigned to the cities of the European Union. Precisely when it concerns people living together, the cities take the largest social loads upon themselves. In the long run, they are the guarantors of social cohesion in this area. Unfortunately the interests of the cities have not been represented within the European Union really well. Therefore in many areas they have united themselves in networks. 

The strengths of the cities include mutual support, exchange of best practice and efficient administration of the various resources of the European Union for the population. They are the only level, which are confronted with the citizenry and their needs on a daily basis. 

From this viewpoint it is pleasant to note that Dr. Johannes Hahn wishes to place the cities at the centre of European funding and take their viewpoint into consideration. 

